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Wild Lands Snowmobile Trips
This is a short, cold and
windy month. It is also the time
for rabbits, ice fishing (espe
cially in a semi-heated shack)
and the traditional month of
snowmobiling trips. In our part
of the state the unplowed log
ging roads provide thousands of
miles of unspoiled sledding.
That isn’t to say that we don’t
have any regularly rolled trailswe sure do-but they are in the
minority when compared to the
summer use roads built as part
of the commercial log hauling
enterprises. In their present

when it comes to finding a
place to snowmobile. Pick a
town with appeal, put away
your street clothes, hop on your
sled and you’re off. In every
town you will find groomed
trails and bridges constructed
especially for snowmobilers.
You will also find traits leading
from town back into the woods.
I can think of no exception.
The one rule that you must
not contest is the one that says
that you stay off PLOWED
woods roads. Even though a
road may lead a long way from

Hay Lake, Mattagamon Lake,
Snowshoe Lake and the back
country roads that join those
three.
Actually, that one area alone
is more country than you could
cover in a week of steady
daylight sledding. It lies north
and west of the town of Patten
and lies somewhat in the vicin
ity of the Allagash Wilderness
Waterway and the Baxter Park
lands. There is a major plowed
road that is always passable in
winter. It runs from Patten out
to beyond the East Branch of

Southern
Aroostook
Dave O’Connor
Star Route, Box 36-B
Sherman Station
hasn’t been plowed (easily
done) and you are in business
because most of these aban
doned logging roads intercon
nect.
The bonus on all three of
these logging-wilderness snow
mobile trips is the wildlife you
will see. Moose love to walk on
snowmobile tracks as do the
deer. You may also see a red
fox, a bobcat track, a fisher
kill, a rabbit run, a partridge
sunning himself, or a barred
owl sulking on a tree limb. Over
the last few years you might
also have seen a coyote track in
the fresh snow because there
are a lot of these new neighbors
around.
If you should want to combine
ice fishing with snowmobiling,
or want to get in a rabbit hunt

while using the sled for transport-you will find that you have
come to one of the best areas in
the state. Aroostook can be a
hectic place in the spring fish
ing season or the November
deer hunt, but in the winter it is
quiet and easy going.
The only negative thing about
snowmobiling in February in
Aroostook is the weather. “Un
predictable at best” would be
about the right way to describe
it. You can find the highways
are snow covered and the
storms are ferocious but the
road crews are always prepared
and what may be a snow laden
road right now will be plowed in
a matter of a half hour or so.
Stormy weather shouldn’t scare
you off. Just leave extra time to
cope with it.

FLY TYING MATERIALS

A vast network of unplowed woods roads make
Aroostook County a snowmobiler’s paradise. [Dave
O'Connor Photo]
state they are an ideal haven
for the snowmobiling party that
wants to explore their way
through winter without anyone
directing them over regularly
used trails.
Housing can be a limiting
factor if you plan to travel from
distant locations and want to
stay in Aroostook for several
days. Some of the motels are
closed in winter. Some of the
cabins do not operate after deer
season has closed and many of
the campsites are not open for
business this late in the year.
But, there are solutions. If
you plan to explore different
locations you might think about
staying in a town that has a
year round motel in operation.
Any major town, Houlton for
instance, will have several mo
tels that will cater to your
needs. In addition, you may find
housing by getting in touch with
one of the local snowmobiling
clubs. You say, “That’s all good
and fine but how do I know the
address of the local club?”
Simple. Write to the Maine
Snowmobile Association, Hamp
den Highlands, Maine (04445)
and tell Ed Armstrong that I
said you could get the needed
information from him. He’ll be
glad to send out the addresses
of the clubs to you.
There are not many ways you
can go wrong in Aroostook

town, and is apparently unused
you should not drive a snow
mobile on it unless it is un
plowed. The area is a maze of
roads that are used in winter to
haul long logs, pulp and other
wood related items from the
backcountry to the towns.
These logging roads are used
by huge trucks, skidders and
pickups containing men going to
work in the woods. If you drive
a smowmobile on these plowed
woods roads you are taking
your life in your hands. You are
also endangering the people
who work in the woods, and you
are perhaps closing an entire
area to snowmobilers and ice
fishermen with snowmobiles be
cause of your carelessness. The
snowmobile on a plowed woods
road is the curse of the logging
operators in winter. It’s kind of
like driving your four wheel
drive across the farmer’s field
in the muddy season-strictly an
act for the ignorant.
Assuming that you know all
that and you are prepared for
wilderness snowmobiling (snow
shoes are a necessity and so is
at least two sleds in a party)
the next step is a specific
location. My favorite trip used
to be the perimeter roads of
Baxter Park. That is now off
limits, but you can still find
some fine sledding in that area
by exploring the region around

the Penobscot River in the
Mattagamon Lake area.
Another favorite of mine is
the Sherman Lumber Company
Road west of Stacyville. This
road is heavily used on a daily
basis by truckers, but is open to
the public. You can pull off the
road, unload and really explore
some new country here. The
major geographical features
would include the East Branch
of the Penobscot (20 miles south
of Mattagamon Lake) and the
Sebois River.
This is a commercial forest
with lands owned by Great
Northern Paper, Webber, Sher
man Lumber and others. Most
of the trees are hardwood and
the country is quite hilly. You
can also get some spectacular
views of Mt. Katahdin. As with
all the wilderness operations in
my area you will find no stores,
no gas and no help once you
leave the beaten and plowed
path. You are on your own.
A third snowmobiling possibil
ity is the region between Island
Falls and Sherman which is
wilderness through to Haynes
ville on the easterly side. This
is a vast array of townships
that have been heavily logged
over the years. That being the
case it is not surprising that
there is access from every town
that borders this area. All you
need do is find a road that
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Big Game Awards Banquet March 31
The Maine Antler and Skull
Trophy Club is very proud to
announce its first Annual Big
Game Awards Trophy Banquet.
Awards will be presented to all
trophy owners that have met
the club’s minimum score re
quirements, and have properly
registered their trophy.
Briefly, the Maine Antler and
Skull Trophy Club uses the
famous Boone and Crockett
scoring system to qualify tro
phies. The minimum scores
accepted are: 140 for typical
whitetail deer antlers, 160 for
non-typical whitetail deer ant

lers, and 18 for black bear
skulls. Old trophies are accept
ed for Merit Awards. Trophies
taken during the 1978 hunting
season must dry for 60 days
before official scoring. The 1978
trophies are eligible for Compe
tition Awards. Score charts can
be purchased from club scorers
should you wish to check your
own. But, only scores from club
scorers are official.
The club sincerely hopes
every hunter that has taken a
large bear or antlered deer
makes an effort to have it
scored. It would be heartbreak

ing to discover that your trophy
would have been number one if
you would have had it officially
scored and entered. Sometimes
all it takes is a little encourage
ment from a friend. Your 1978
banquet entry deadline is
March 15, 1979. All 1978 dried
trophies can be officially scored
after February 1. Several
spring bear have already been
entered.

Our Big Game Awards Ban
quet will be held Saturday,
March 31. The banquet location
is St. Anne’s Church Hall on

This huge rack is one of many which will be on
display at the Big Game Awards Banquet.
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See your Johnson outboard dealer:
BATH

CAMDEN

FIVE ISLANDS

GUILFORD

MANSET

SOUTH PORTLAND

Longreach Co.
119 Commercial St.

Wayfarer Marine
Sea St. -

Sheepscot Bay Boat Co.

Herrick Bros.
Elm St.

The Boathouse
Shore Rd.

Albert G. Frost Boating Center
U.S. Rte. 1

BREWER

DAMARISCOTTA

GREENVILLE

LIVERMORE FALLS

MILO

Pickard’s Sport Shop
802 Wilson St.

Chasse Company

P.T. Sanders & Son
Main. St. — Moosehead Lake

Gagnon’s Boats & Motor Co.
17 Park St.

Milo Sport Shop
W. Main St.

Route 25; Gorham, Maine.
About 150 tickets will be avail
able to the public on a first
come first serve basis. Banquet
tickets are $6 each, and can be
obtained by sending a check
and a self-addressed stamped
envelope to Richard P. Arsen
ault, RFD #3, Gorham, Maine.
All trophy owners are re
minded to bring their trophies
to the hall about 5:30 for the
display. The display is from 6 to
7 p.m. The banquet will be from
7 to 8 p.m. Awards and speak
ers will follow. People present
will be able to socialize and
take pictures during the display
period. Bring your camera and
flashes. For more information
contact your closest club scorer
listed below. He will also have a
small number of tickets avail
able.
Richard P. Arsenault, RFD
#3, Turkey Lane, Gorham, Me.
04038, tel. 727-3880.
♦Jean R. Arsenault, 623 Maple
St., Rumford, Me. 04276, tel.
364-2469.
• Forest Hart, Route 9, Ham
den, Me. 04444, tel. 862-4395.
Warren Eldridge, 180 Main
St., Gorham, Me. 04038, tel.
839-5972.
Eric T. Wight, Rumford
Point, Me., tel. 364-7435.
Dan Cote, Stratton, Me. 04982.
Eugene Dumond, Rt. 2, Box
229A, Oakland, Me. 04963, tel.
634-2575.
Leon Curtis, Walnut Hill,
Cumberland, Me., tel. 829-3470.
Frederick Ahearn, III, Saco
Ave., Old Orchard Beach, Me.,
tel. 934-2535.
Thomas W. Berube, Box 75,
RFD #4, Auburn, Me., 04210, tel.
998-2974.
Robert Foye, RFD #4, Sum
mer Haven Rd., Augusta, Me.
04330, tel. 622-2578.
Galen Humphrey, 1 Grove
Lane, Sanford, Me. 04073, tel.
324-0959.
John F. Robertson, Box 40,
Portage Lake, Me. 04768, tel.
435-6211.
Alan G. Clark, PO Box 774,
Greenville, Me. 04441, tel. 6953809.
Peter Norris, 12 Cedar St.,
Presque Isle, Me. 04769, tel.
764-3700.
James Hall, Ficketts Pt., Mil
bridge, Me. 04648, tel. 546-7221
or 255-8332.
Henry Hilton, Box 591, Bing
ham, Me. 04920, tel. 672-3308.
Ralph Norris, No. Leeds, Me.
04263, tel. 897-6667.
• Official Boone and Crockett
and Pope and Young scorers
also.
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In Defense of “Weeds” & “Garbage”
The importance of hardwood trees in
Maine’s forests is something that we
sportsmen have a hard time keeping
in mind. With so many other issues to
think about, we are easily dissuaded to
other topics when the manner in which
our forests, and in particular the northern
wildlands are managed is of prime im
portance in determining how abundant
wildlife will be.
The importance of hardwood trees and
other broadleaf plants is well outlined in
an article by Maine Fish and Wildlife
biologist Harold M. Blanchard found else
where In this issue. He sums up the thrust
of his article with one sentence, “For
most wildlife, the diversity of vegetative
types, their juxtaposition, and their inter
spersion are extremely important.” In
layman’s terms that means that a good
forest for wildlife consists of a lot of
different kinds of trees in a variety of age
groups.
That’s why when we hear representa
tives of the large landowners and paper *

companies talk about spraying large
blocks of trees with herbicides to kill the
hardwoods and other broad-leafed plants,
we get nervous.
That’s not to say we are opposed to the
harvest of trees, including manipulation
of forest growth. Maine needs the jobs
provided by wood cutting, and wildlife
benefits from sensible tree harvest. How
ever, when we hear foresters refer to
aspens as “weeds” and beech as “gar
bage” we have reason to worry. From the
point of wildlife production, these are two
very valuable species of trees.
There has long been a close affiliation
between wood harvesters and sportsmen
because both firmly believe in the wise
use of renewable natural resources.
That’s what makes us conservationists.
But when the paper companies and land
owners begin talking about large scale
spraying of not only herbicides, but pesti
cides as well on our forests, then we have
much to be concerned about.
The northern Maine woods really do
belong to all of us, even if legal title rests

with a relative handful of powerful inter
ests. It is a clearly established legal
principle that the wildlife in the forest
and the water that flows through it belong
to the public. How big land owners con
duct their business and manage forest
lands has a direct impact on how abun
dant wildlife is and how pure the waters
are. That means all sportsmen, in fact all
citizens, of this state have a vested
interest in how the big woods are man
aged.
Sportsmen want the big land owners
and the paper companies to thrive and
prosper because we know in the long run
that is in the best interest of our economy
and our wildlife.

But we are concerned that in the effort
to squeeze every possible dollar of profit
from the Maine woods, they may be
short-changing the wildlife which depends
on a balanced forest. We believe it not
only is possible to have payrolls and
pickerel, but that this is the proper way
to approach forestry management. [HPV]

Bucks Only Need Consideration
The proposal to have a bucks only
season in the western mountains section
of Maine [Wildlife Management Unit 3] to
restore dwindling deer numbers should
cause sportsmen everywhere in Maine
great concern.
One of the biggest concerns should -be
that the proposal for bucks only is being
presented to the current legislative ses
sion. Putting as politically explosive an
issue as management of the deer herd
into the hands of politicians is asking for
trouble. A prime example of this is
Maine’s failure to get a moose season.
Even though Maine’s sportsmen want a
moose season, even though the Fish and
Wildlife biologists say our herd is big
enough to support moose hunting, even
though the legislature finally passed a
moose hunting bill, the Governor vetoed
the bill because he got a pile of letters
from people who oppose moose hunting.
That sort of senseless action goes on all
the time at the State House, and if we
seek a bucks only season for one portion
of the state we could be inviting all kinds
of political shenanigans with the deer
herd.

Aiiother concern is the curious way a
regulation on wildlife, once made, has of
outlasting its usefulness. It might be that
if we got a bucks only law for the western
mountains region, we might never get rid
of it, even after the herd rebounds to the
maximum carrying capacity of the area.
Vermont has been unable to get rid of its
bucks only law even though the deer herd
there is clearly overpopulated.

The conditions which have led to the
decrease of the deer herd are complex.
Among them are a series of hard winters,
coyotes, forestry practices and hunting
pressure. The only one of the four we
have much control over is hunting pres
sure. Even this option is complicated.
Simply closing the deer season in the area
for a year or two would be the most
direct solution, but it obviously is going to
be a highly unpopular move. Shortening
the season would help, but in order to
avoid simply compressing the hunters into
a shorter period, the season would have to
be cut down drastically. A bucks only
season would clearly help reestablish the
herd, assuming the other factors aren’t

too severe, but the cure could prove as
bad as the disease if we get stuck with
bucks only.

Perhaps the best solution is some modi
fied version of bucks only. Possibly the
season could be arranged so bucks could
be hunted for all three weeks of the
season, but does for only a week or so.

It has become evident that the Manage
ment Unit 3 herd is in dire trouble and
that some steps must be taken to help the
deer 1 recover. The question of just what
to do is a difficult one which must be
given great thought.
However, it would be a mistake to
simply focus on the hunting portion of the
equation. All the factors contributing to
the decline of the western mountains deer
must be considered.
Most of all, emotionalism must not be
allowed to sway the debate over what to
do. What is best for the resource must be
considered carefully and rationally.
[HPV]

What Price To Industrialize Maine?
There has been much celebration over
the decision of Pratt and Whitney Aircraft
to locate a new plant in North Berwick
with possibility it may bring thousands of
new jobs to the state.
We would like to add to the thoughts of
those who wonder about the price of
bringing such industry to rural Maine.
It is always hard to argue against the
need for more jobs in Maine, especially to

a man who is out of work and looking for
ways to feed his family. But we have
always felt that it is a better route to
invest in native business than to give
multi-million dollar tax breaks to attract
outside development of factories.
There is a certain kind of lifestyle in
most of Maine which is not compatible to
large industry. When a big manufacturing
plant moves into a town, the town is

irreversably changed. Police, fire and
other municipal services have to be beef
ed up, quiet streets become busy thor
oughfares with traffic lights, country
stores are replaced with shopping centers,
people stop knowing who their neighbors
are and many other changes take place.
The change we are most concerned with
is that big new industry brings in many
Continued on next page
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What Price To Industrialize Maine?
Continued from preceding page

new residents to an area and results in huge chunks of
our ever-diminishing wildlife habitat being used up.
Anyone who is familiar with southern Maine can
tell you about the terrifying rate at which new houses
are going up in York and Cumberland Counties. As
suburban sprawl continues, places where wildlife
used to abound and people used to hunt and fish are
becoming backyards, shopping plazas and industrial
parks.

Traditional Maine activities have a much less
severe and lasting impact on wildlife. When someone
cuts a hardwood ridge for firewood, new trees
immediately begin springing up, providing food and
cover for new generations of wildlife. But when an
alder run is bulldozed and paved over as a parking lot,
it will never harbor wildlife again.

It would be irresponsible to simply oppose all
development in Maine and we don’t. We do wonder at
the wisdom of people who are currently promoting
outside industrial development of the state. It seems
to us that the inevitable result of such development
would be to turn Maine into another New Jersey.
While we have no doubt that New Jersey and similar
highly-industrialized locations are of prime economic
importance to the welfare of the nation, we prefer to
think there is another role for the state of Maine.
Maine is the gem of the Northeast. Our green hills,
clean waters, sparkling air, abundant wildlife are
becoming increasingly rare and precious commodi
ties as the world becomes more crowded. It would be
a shame to throw it all away in blind pursuit of big
industry when we can have both good jobs and high
quality lifestyle by developing better what already
exists in the state. [HPV]

WHAT MAKES
UGLY STIK THE
HOTTEST-SELLING ROD
IN HISTORY?
WE BUILD 29 MODELS
OF THE UGLY STIK ROD.

GRAPHITE. AND
FIBERGLASS. AND THE
PATENTED WAY
SHAKESPEARE
PUTS THEM TOGETHER.
If you’re looking for sensi
tivity in a fishing rod, the first
thing you look for is graphite. Any
fisherman can tell you that
nothing telegraphs a delicate
signal quite like it.
In fact, the only way to
make it better, is to combine the
graphite with fiberglass in a very
special process. And no one but
Shakespeare has that process.
That’s why no one but Shake
speare can build the UGLY
STIK rod... and that’s what makes
it the strongest, most sensitive
tubular rod the world has
ever seen.
So strong, in fact, that we
test every one we build — first
by bending it... then by holding
it by the tip and shaking it.
(That clear tip, by the way, is
the mark of a Shakespeare
Wonderod® rod.)
If it passes the tip test, it’s
earned the right to carry the name
UGLY STIK rod... along with
Shakespeare’s unprecedented
double warranty?

Every size, every weight,
for every kind of fishing. And to
make the best even better, most
new bait and spin casting models
carry Shakespeare’s new MAGLITE™ magnesium handle, offer
ing even more sensitivity and
lighter weight in the bargain.
Add it all up, and it’s no
wonder this rod has become a
legend in just a few short years.
For something called the UGLY
STIK, this is one beautiful rod!

‘LIMITED WARRANTY I: For 30 days from

SP1100-5T0”
UGLY STIK ROD

date of purchase before July 31, 1979 the
Shakespeare Company will repair, replace
or refund the purchase price of your UGLY
STIK rod if you are not totally delighted
with the way it feels, handles and fishes.
LIMITED WARRANTY IT: For five years from
date of purchase before July 31, 1979 the
Shakespeare Company will repair or
replace your UGLY STIK rod if it breaks,
snaps or cracks while you are fishing.
To obtain service under these warranties,
return the UGLY STIK rod with your dated
sales receipt to Shakespeare Company,
P. O. Box 4470, Columbia, S.C. 29204.
Dealers in Shakespeare fishing tackle are
not authorized to make replacement or
adjustment.
These warranties give you specific legal
rights, and you may also have other
rights which vary from state to state.

CLEAR TIP™ TIP

FISHING HAS A NAME
NEW SHAKESPEARE CATALOG IS A MUST FOR ALL FISHERMEN. FOR YOUR COPY - AND A JACKET PATCH - SEND 75<t FOR POSTAGE
AND HANDLING TO: SHAKESPEARE FISHING TACKLE DIVISION, P. O. BOX 22517, COLUMBIA. S.C. 29222, DEPT. MS2
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280
Pounder
Top
Maine
Buck
A 280-pound, 8-point buck was
the largest deer taken during
the 1978 hunting season accord
ing to the publishers of the
Maine Sportsman.

The big deer was shot by Carl
Preskitt Jr. of Charleston,
Maine, in his home town on
November 4. The deer weighed
280 pounds field dressed and
had an estimated live weight of
364 pounds. It exceeds by 15
pounds the largest deer taken in
Maine in 1977. The deer was
taken with a 30.06 rifle.
Almost 450 deer weighing 200
pounds (field dressed) or better
were registered in the Biggest
Bucks in Maine Club for 1978.
The club, which honors mem
bers with a jacket patch and
membership card, is sponsored
by the Maine Sportsman.
Donald Poland of Swanton,
Vermont, took the second lar
gest buck in 1978. Poland used a
.270 Winchester to shoot a 270pound buck on November 9 at
Coburn Gore. His deer was one
of a number of large bucks
taken in the Kingfield-Eustis
area.
Margaret A. St. Pierre of 356
Blackstrap Road, Falmouth,
registered the biggest buck
taken by a woman. Her 213pound, 6-point deer was shot in
Buckfield on November 4 using
a 32 Winchester Special.
Only one deer weighing over
200 pounds was taken by a
bowhunter. Stephen S. Mitchell
of Pottstown, Pa., took a 210pound, 7-point buck on October
9 in Shirley.
Other big bucks listed in the
club for 1978 included:
Milton Baston, Strong, Maine,
266-pounds, seven points, No
vember 6, Township 1, Range 2.
Marcel Cote, Thetford Mines,
Quebec, 263-pounds, 9 points,
November 14, Tomhegan.
Lawrence Elkins Jr., Thorn
dike, 260-pounds, nine points,
November 11, Knox.
Thomas L. MacDonald, Co
burn Gore, Eustis, 10-points,
259-pounds, November 8, Massa
chusetts Gore.
Albert Cote, Town Farm
Road, Buxton, 255-pounds, 8
points, November 11, Scarbor
ough.
John Lawrence, Mays Land
ing, New Jersey, 255-pounds, 6
points, November 17, Misery
Ridge.
Thomas O’Hearn, West Den
nis, Mass., 255-pounds, 8 points,
November 14, Soldiertown.
Wesley C. Wilder, Poughquah,
New York, 255-pounds, 10points, November 24, Wade.
[Note: Unless otherwise indi
cated all weights are for field
dressed deer. Live weights are
SO percent higher. ]
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Thoughts From a Cluttered Desk Top
They say you can tell a lot
about a man by the clothes he
wears. There’s a lot of truth to
that old saw, but there are a lot
better ways to learn about a
person. Such as looking at his
desk.
What got me to thinking about
all of this was having to clear a
space in all the rubble on top of
my desk to write this column.
Most people - with the excep
tion of a few revoltingly wellorganized characters - wage a
losing battle to keep various
heaps from obliterating their
desk tops. Some folks I know
personally haven’t seen their
desk tops for the past decade.
I’d like to be like that, but out
of necessity spend a lot of time
cleaning off my desk top since
it amounts to my office at
home. I make my living by
writing foolishness such as this,
I need a relatively clear flat
space to do it on.
Keeping my desk top relative
ly clear is quite a chore, especi
ally since I have a wife and
four children who seem to be
constantly walking around with
something they can’t find a
place to put down. Since my
desk top is about the only
convenient clear space left in
the house, they make regular
deposits. That’s why crayons,
homework books, model cars
and the Ladies Home Journal
keep showing up on my desk.
But it would be unfair to
blame all the clutter on my
family. Most of the objects on
my desk were put there by me.
There’s a big carved decoy
lamp to my right and a ceramic
mallard which holds paper clips
directly in front of me. Water
fowl and the hunting of them
has become my special passion.
There’s a tin of Kiwi Mink Oil
on the desk which I took out a
couple of days ago when I felt
the impulse to oil my hunting
boots. A procrastinator to the
core, I haven’t got around to it
just yet.
Sitting flush against the wall
at the back of the desk are two
of those handy little cabinets
with a multitude of sliding
drawers designed for storage of
odds and ends. Inside the
drawers are hooks and threads,
wools and feathers, furs and
tinsels. Many are the hours I’ve
spent during winter evenings
tying flies by clamping the vice
to the edge of this desk and
rummaging
among
those
drawers for bits of this and
pieces of that.
On top of the left hand cabi
net is a letter box crammed full
to overflowing. But it doesn’t
contain a single letter. Instead
it has folded maps, a camp
ground directory, copy of the
ice fishing regulations, a bird
identification booklet, black and
white snapshots of a fishing trip
made last summer, other odds
and ends, but no letters.

Next to the letter box is a
handsome silver pocket watch,
given to me by my wife. A
scene with a dog and a duck is
carved on the cover and I really
like that watch. It’s been
months since I’ve carried the
watch, which doesn’t run be

cause of dirt in the works. One
of these days I’ve got to get it
to the repair shop. A pair of
wire-rimmed sunglasses, the
lenses covered with dust, are up
there too. They are not for
fashion, they are for better
stream vision while fishing and
to keep the alders from tearing
out my eyes on woodcock and
grouse expeditions.
The space on top of the right
hand cabinet is occupied by two
tiny fish bowls. The one on the
left is home for a royal blue
Siamese fighting fish. The one
on the right is a blood red
creature of great grace. They
are the result of an irresistable
urge I felt one day while in the
pet shop to buy a new collar for
my beagle.
The extreme left hand corner
of my desk is occupied by a

large ashtray with a wooden
base. As usual, the ashtray is
overflowing with burnt matches
and pipe dotties are scattered
nearby. Several burned-out
pipes rest in the ashtray and
there they will stay until I get
the courage necessary to toss
away such expensive fragments
of wood, which, if no longer
functional, hold a certain value
in remembering the hours of
pleasure they gave. Next to that
mess is a two-thirds empty
pouch of Middleton’s Cherry
Blend Pipe Tobacco.
Other objects are present as
well: a yellow 20 guage shell
loaded with No. 6 shot which I
found in a pocket and didn’t put
in the shell box; a white plastic
rook that somehow got separ
ated from the rest of the set we
keep on top of the refrigerator.

Pine Tree Rambler

By Harry Vanderweide, Editor
And that’s only stuff from the
top of the desk. A look through
its seven drawers would provide

enough material for a novelette.
To be certain, there is some
Continued on next page

"WOULD YOU BH£VE SIX TIMES
BETTER N THE LONG RUNT
“I run a salmon fishing fleet
of a dozen boats out of Bethel,
Alaska. We used to go through
three pairs of your competitor’s
motors a season on every boat.
totally wear them put’.’
“When we went to Mariner 60^
one pair of motors lasted two entin
seasons and most of them are still
going strong in their third season’.’
Sincerely, Terry Yeager,
Bethel, Alaska.
An entire season may not seem
like much to you,
r~
but these outboards jJF
were run as many
jfll
hours as the average
boater logs in
fcsa
20 seasons!

Therm os ta tically-con trolled
cooling system improves
idling.
I

As Mariner Outboards are
getting around, so are stories like
this. The outboard that’s already
proven itself on four continents is
proving to U. S. boaters that it
really is better in the long run.
For a catalog of Mariner Out
boards from 2 to 175 horsepower,
write Mariner, Dept. MS2at the
address below. Or call toll free
800-558-9758, An authenti
cated Mariner tale of your own
which we use in advertising
will get you $200.

j^mrrikr

OUTBOARDS
A BRUNSWICK COMPANY

1939 Pioneer Rd., Fond du Lac, Wl 54935

Through-prop exhaust
reduces drag, cuts noise.

Shock absorbing prop
hub. No shear pins.

High grade stainless drive
and prop shafts for saltwater
corrosion resistance.

Fixed-jet carb. No needle
valves, almost no adjust
ment required.

Coated water passages cut
corrosion.
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Two Choices
To the Editor:
Phil Foster blames the east
ern coyote as the major cause
of recent deer declines. Gener
ally, population declines are due
to habitat change, sometimes
associated with severe weather
in the case of deer. Predation
* can add to the decline, given
the right conditions, but it’s
rarely, if ever, the major cause
over a large area. It is likely
that deer carrying capacity has
been reduced in western Maine
due to habitat decline, in which

case ending predation (or hunt
ing) will not bring deer back to
previous levels.
Sportsmen, and groups like
SAM, have for years been try
ing to project a public image of
responsibility and concern to
wards wildlife. Comments such
as “Too bad we can’t wipe
coyotes out completely” give
the public just the reverse im
pression, i.e., that hunters only
care about hunting deer, not
about the entire wildlife re
source. This is just the image

sportsman need in this day and
age!
Mr. Foster obviously disdains
scientific research (a feeling
shared by Cleveland Amory).
We have two choices. We can
manage wildlife based on eco
logical and biological principles,
or based largely on emotion, as
advocated by Phil Foster and
Cleveland Amory.
Which will it be?
Art Ritter
Wayne

Distasteful Comments
To the Editor:
I would like to say that the
recent column in the January
issue by Wayne Hockmeyer was
very distasteful to the Maine
sportsman.
The charge he made about
the Moose Bill did not support
any true statements. If the
Legislature passes the bill and
it goes on to become law, then
we as Maine citizens must
abide by it.
Therefore, the resident only
gained overwhelming support

by the residents as it became
law, and I don’t think any
Federal Court will challenge the
State.
The statement about how any
state can or cannot exclude the
non-resident is false. For ex
ample, the State of Idaho holds
a “Resident Only” controlled
hunt for Moose. Last year 121
permits were drawn, 70 Moose
were shot. They boast a total of
only 1,930 moose. Not very
many moose, however they re
serve the right to allow only

their residents to reap the har
vest. Their cost: $55.00 plus,
and if you shoot a moose you
will no longer have an oppor
tunity to hunt moose again.
I say to you, Mr. Hockmeyer,
review your statements and
gather the facts. As to the
legalities, I would like to re
mind you that the selling or
buying of deer antlers is illegal
unless licensed to do so.
Dale E. Skillin
Newcastle, Me. 04553

Fallacies About Coyotes
To the Editor:
Just having read the Decem
ber, 1978 edition of your excellent
outdoor magazine, I am some
what disturbed by all the adverse
comments on the so-called Maine
coyote.
If every sportsman in the state
listened to some of your maga
zine’s contributors it would seem
that the Maine deer herd is being
ruined by coyotes which, to me, is
utter fallacy.
Ken Smith’s article in your
December, 1978 issue was in
formative, practical and to the
point.
Your magazine has a number
of paid contributors who are
sorely lacking in factual evidence
that coyotes are ruining our deer
herd. The true fact is that north
ern Maine, for the past 15 years,
has been operated as a deer
hunter’s paradise. This year only
7,813 deer were killed in wildlife
management units 1,2,3, and 5,
and units 1 and 2 had one week
more of hunting than the rest of
the state, while in the lower third
of the state 21,178 deer were
killed.
The big reason for the small
deer kill in northern Maine is not
coyotes, but lack of food, little
control of domestic dogs in spite
of the state leash law and poach
ing.

In upper Aroostook County,
Penobscot County, upper Somer
set and Piscataquis counties,
many of the people who are upset
about the lack of deer shoot deer
and moose the year round.
Mr. Briarty of northern Maine,
a member of the state legisla
ture, stated in a news release that
he is introducing a bill to the
legislature for an open season on
moose and he states that 3,000
moose are killed annually by
poachers in northern Maine.
If the moose population is
15,000 to 18,000 and poachers kill

3,000 yearly, what do we need an
open season on moose for?
Let’s not go haywire because a
few people use their heads for hat
racks.
I’ve had a camp in the wilds of
Washington County for 42 years
and being 73 years of age and
retired for 10 years, I spend
months at a time at my camp and
I don’t think I am a novice at this
fish and wildlife area.
Fred A. Herron
22 Dismukes St.
Kittery, Maine

Thoughts From a
Cluttered Desk Top
Continued from preceding page
regular stuff in there such as
pens, pencils, stapler, paper,
dictionary, ruler, correction
fluid and similar working tools
of a writer. But there also is a
big pile of mail order catalogs,
a half-full jar of Lin-Speed Oil,
wader repair kit, rawhide laces,
decoy twine, dog collars with
hunting bells and a lot more.
When I’m having trouble writ
ing, or am otherwise stymied
by the challenges of daily life, I
rummage through my desk until

I come across something I’d
forgotten I’d owned. It never is
anything of great monetary
value, but it always makes me
feel better.
Of course, not everyone has
an all-purpose desk they spend
long hours at. But most sports
men do have a corner some
where in the house where the
special things we all accumu
late are stored. This is the
place to look at if you really
want to know what a sportsman
is all about.
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The Maine Sportsman invites readers to comment
on all issues of interest. AU letters must be signed.
We will publish as many letters as space permits.
Letters should be no more than 200 words. We
reserve the right to delete portions in the interest
of space. Send all letters to: The Maine Sportsman,
Box 365, Augusta, Maine 04330.

Willie Waw Experts
To the Editor:
I have subscribed to your
paper for several years now,
and consider it my favorite
reading material.
I congratulate you and your
staff on your choice of area
writers and their presentation
of facts in their excellent arti
cles.
The feeling comes through
clearly that these people have
earned the right to present facts
the hard way, and not from
reading observations by desk
jockeys who have never been
where it’s at in the woods or on
a trout stream way back in the
“willie waws.”
Your Guest Editorial #1 in
this month’s paper on why hunt

ers are deer’s best friends, is as
factual a presentation as I have
read.
I can’t help seeing a strong
resemblance between the city
child thinking milk comes from
cartons, and the chap from
Portland who thinks Wayne
Hopper should be replaced.
Your editor’s note on his re
marks certainly tells it like it
is.
Congratulations again on your
excellent work.
Marshall Burns
Tiverton, R.I.

[Editor’s Note: Mr. Burns’
letter refers to the December
issue of the Maine Sportsman. 1

Deer T aggingW oes
As a general store operator in
Eustis, I am not happy about
the current deer management
and handling of licenses. I
would like to see license dealers
get a dollar for every license
issued and also a dollar for
every bear and deer we tag.
This money should come from
the Department of Inland Fish
eries and Wildlife and not the
hunters who already have to
pay too much.

I believe there should be no
zones for hunting. Opening day
should be the same for resi
dents and non-residents. The
current discrimination should
be stopped. The license dealer’s
business is like the depressing
time of the 30’s, if not worse.
J. D. Berube
Stratton

Sportsman’s Calendar
February 8 to 11, Augusta Camper Show, Augusta
Civic Center.
February 11, Worromontogus Fish and Game Club’s
10th annual ice fishing derby. The derby is open
state-wide. Weigh-in closes 5 p.m. at the club
house, Bolton Hill Road, Augusta. Door prize is a
hind quarter of western beef.
February 14, Sportsman’s Alliance of Maine board
meeting, 7:30 p.m., Bank of Maine building, Win
throp.
March 1 to 4, Maine Sports and Camping Show,
Portland Exposition Building.
March 13, Maine Ruffed Grouse Society meeting,
Happy Jack’s Restaurant, Lisbon Street, Lewiston.
Social hour 6 to 8, dinner 8 to 9. Auction and raffle
at 9 p.m. Tickets and information available from
Peter Jordan, Tripp Lake, Poland, Tel. 998-4074.
Listings in the Maine Sportsman Calendar are
free to all readers. Items should be sent before the
10th day of the month for inclusion in the following
month’s issue. Send items to: Maine Sportsman,
Box 365, Augusta, Maine 04330.
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Hardwood Habitats and Wildlife
From beech ridges to alder flats,

hardwood stands are invaluable
to wildlife in northern Maine’s
spruce-fir forests.
BY HAROLD M. BLANCHARD
WILDLIFE BIOLOGIST

[Copyright 1979, Maine Fish
and Wildlife Department. Re
printed by permission. ]
An important component of
northern Maine’s forests is the
hardwood types. These decidu
ous stands are usually found on
the more fertile, less acid, and
better drained soils that occur
in the region. They often occupy
the sloping sides of ridges. In
the north-central Maine area,
hardwood stands make up about
one-third of the total forest
area.
These hardwood types play an
important role in the lives of
wildlife native to the region.
Before considering the more
specific relationships, it would
be prudent to examine closer
the vegetative type involved.
The climax stands (the final,
stable stage of vegetative suc
cession) are made up primarily
of beech, yellow birch, and
maple. But the complexities of
associate vegetation create a
much more diversified forest,
and the activities of man add to
this total picture. White ash

stands often occur in wet runs,
particularly on south facing
slopes. Where fire has created
an exposed mineral soil, aspen
and white birch become the
dominant species with the
longer-lived birch finally occu
pying some sites almost exclu
sively.
Lumbering activities have
changed the makeup of these
stands of trees. The require
ments for profitable operations
have determined which species
has been logged to a greater
extent than others. A com
mon practice that has occur
red for many years is the selec
tion of the most valuable stems
for harvesting. Constant comb
ing of these hardwood types
over a long period is called
high-grading and has resulted in
the most inferior trees left
standing. Recent interest in
firewood, and the increasing use
of hardwood pulp, should offer
opportunities to foresters to cor
rect this situation.
One of man’s most interest
ing activities, to me, is the use
of hardwood forests to produce
maple syrup. In sugar berths a

few years ago, selected maples
were festooned with a multi
tude of buckets each spring.
Recent innovations cover these
areas with a web-like network
of plastic tubing leading direct
ly from the spiled trees to an
evaporator where wood fuel
condenses the watery sap to the
thickened, sweet syrup that is
so tasty and popular.
The production of syrup, taf
fy, and sugar is a springtime
enterprise for many people in
northern areas.
Over the years, cutting of
other trees for firewood to fuel
evaporators has created stands
of pure maple that are in mark
ed contrast to the surrounding
mixtures.
The interspersion of hardwood
types in the northern spruce-fir
region is extremely important
because a diversity of vegeta
tion and the all-important edge
area are created.
Ledge outcrops, hemlock in
trusions, and water courses add
significantly to the multitude of
micro-environmental types that
are found in hardwood stands.
Many tolerant shrub species are
also to be found in these shaded
stands, and is one of the most
common is a viburnum called
witch hobble or hobblebush.
Where cutting occurs, nearly
all these hardwood trees pro
duce stump sprouting. In addi
tion, beaked hazel and striped
red maple often occupy signifi-

Maps

NOW - the whole State in one large book.
Detailed and Accurate
65 large maps, each 11"x15", cover the entire state at a scale of
approximately ’/i" =1 mile, except in southern Maine which
is 1" = 1.mile.
Each two-color map shows all roads, mountains, ponds, rivers,
swamps, streams, towns, cities and even individual houses and
camps.
The back cover of the Atlas is an easy four-color index for moving
from one map to another.
Fish species in all major lakes, ponds, rivers and brooks are shown
on the map
Boat launch sites, campsites, ranger stations, customs stations
and gates are located, even in the North Woods.
Canoe trips and hiking trails are written about in detail, with
rapids, portages and shelters plotted on the maps.
And many articles on fishing, hunting, museums, bicycling, skiing,
access laws, parks, wildlife, history, resources and town pop
ulation statistics can be found in this book.

Continued on next page

Chick-A-Dee
Restaurant
Just Good Food

Maps just updated from aerial photographs. 1500 miles of logging

roads added to this edition of THE MAINE ATLAS AND GAZETTEER.

Available at sporting goods stores, bookstores, general stores, newsdealers or by mail.
Money back guaranteed if not delighted with the Atlas.
• • • • <
P.S. We also have similar Atlases of New Hampshire and Vermont at the same price.
THE MAINE ATLAS
NAME

THE NEW HAMPSHIRE ATLAS
ADDRESS

THE VERMONT ATLAS

Deer and bear seldom use the
same area of a beech ridge at
the same time. This is a good
example of inter-specific com
petition. Remember, bear tend
to hit the beech just before the
nuts begin to fall, climbing
trees to get at them. They also
feed on them heavily when they
start to fall. Deer, of course,
use them when available as
fallen fruit.
The signs of deer and bear
eating beechnuts are most
obvious, but beechnuts are also
utilized by a variety of other
wildlife species ranging from
ruffed grouse to squirrel and
including raccoon, marten, fish
er, and fox. The value of this
important wildlife food source is
impossible to over-emphasize.
For many animals in northern
climates, their pre-winter condi
tion is all important for survival
through harsh winters.
A feature of many of our
northern hardwood ridges is the
presence of ledge outcrops.
These ledgy areas are frequent
ly covered with shallower soils
and surface moisture that are
favorable to the growth of hem
lock and other softwoods. These
micro-environments are often
heavily used by furbearers and
other animals for denning, shel
ter, and feeding areas. Most
commonly found are hedgehog
(porcupine), bobcat, fisher, rac
coon, and pine marten.
Hardwood areas are, gener
ally speaking, bare of snow
before their softwood counter
parts, and they offer deer abun
dant food when these animals
break out of their winter yards.
In north central Maine, deer
are usually confined to winter
quarters from mid-December
until late March. The animals
lose body weight during the
period as they use stored body
reserves of energy. Their physi
cal condition deteriorates
through the winter, so a food
source available upon breakout
is greatly needed. One of the

Now Closed Until
Mid-March

-IMPORTANTNew Logging Roads

• quantity:

cant areas. Mountain ash and
maple associates are present on
many sites. It is common in
some hardwood areas where
there is enough sunlight on the
forest floor, to find dense stands
of young beech trees up to four
or five feet tall. These are
commonly called winter beech
because their persistent leaves
are carried well into the winter
season. Red spruce and other
softwoods often cap our hard
wood ridges and occur in is
lands and protrusions of many
geometric configurations.
Now, with the preceding indi
cation of the vegetative makeup
of these hardwood lands, a
closer look at some of the
wildlife-forest relationships is in
order.
In some autumns, beeches
bear nuts in amazing quanti
ties, and these fruits become
important in the diets of many
animals. Bears begin to harvest
the crop early in September in
those years, and their claw
marks are plain to be seen on
the smooth, grey-barked trees.
The bears climb to the tops of
these beech trees, breaking off
many limbs, some of which
lodge among the other branch
es, giving a broomy appearance
to the treetops. Later as the
nuts begin to drop after the first
frosts, bears rake leaves into
piles as they continue to search
the forest floor for these nutri
tious fruits.
Deer also are partial to
beechnuts, moving into beech
areas after the nuts begin to
open and fall. There is an ob
vious difference between the
signs left by deer and bear as
they feed on beechnuts. Bears
tend to gather leaves into larger
piles and their pawings are
larger and more complete;
deer, on the other hand, are
more dainty in habit, and their
pawings are more promiscuous.
In any event, the most obvious
sign is in droppings left by
these animals, and the nut shell
fragments are prominent in the
bears’ stools.

CITY

Enclosed is $5.95 per Atlas, plus 70c shipping and handling per order.',

STATE

Total Enclosed

For Maine deliveries, add 30c per book sales tax.
Clip and mail to: THE MAINE ATLAS, PO Box 81, Yarmouth, ME 04096.
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Hardwood Habitats and Wildlife
Continued from preceding page

food plants they feed on heavily
at this time is witch hobble.
These plants get their name
from the unusual characteristic
of the root system to grow
above ground for some distance
and then to become earthconnected again (often entan
gling the foot of the unwary
traveler).

Scattered throughout northern
hardwood stands are single
trees that play important roles
for wildlife. These are the snag
trees, so-called; they are fre
quently the largest, oldest trees
in a stand, having struggled for
survival in many cases for
more than a century. Often
gnarled, twisted, and partly hol
low, they are havens for in
sects and are used by song
birds, woodpeckers, etc., for
nesting and feeding. Bats, rac
coons, fisher, squirrels, and
pine marten use them for den
ning. Because they stand tall
above the surrounding forest,
snag trees are often lightningstruck and are sometimes the
source of forest fires. Many pro
fessional foresters would elimi
nate these trees from the forest,
if they could, because of the fire
threat; but if wildlife values are
considered, the management of
strategically located snag trees
is critical to a productive wild
life environment.
In the sub-climax forests after
a fire, aspen is a pioneering
species, and often pure stands
or aspen-birch mixtures occupy
these sites. Recent studies in
the lake states have shown how
valuable aspen trees are in the
management of ruffed grouse.
The low market value and de
mand for poplar has precluded
intensive management on a
commercial basis, but if a land
owner is especially interested in
increasing the grouse popula
tions on his holdings, he should
realize that aspen management
is a vital technique. An article
on an aspen management dem
onstration area being developed
at our Jonesboro Wildlife Man
agement Area appeared in the
Summer 1978 issue of Maine
Fish and Wildlife.
For most wildlife, the diver
sity of vegetative types, their
juxtaposition, and their inter
spersion are extremely impor
tant. The use of mast (beech
nuts) by deer, bear, and other
wildlife, has been pointed out.
Because of visibility factors and
other considerations, hardwood
areas have long been favorite
grounds for deer hunters.

Most use of these stands by
deer in the fall involves the
mixed-growth edges of the for
est. Both still hunting, and quiet
stalking of these edges can be
very productive for the hunter.
Several things should be kept in
mind when hunting these
places. First is the intrinsic
behavior patterns of our white
tails. Deer seldom are to be
seen in large open areas; they
much prefer to keep escape
cover handy. Escape cover on
the edges of hardwood stands
may be a group of young firs,
an intrusion of “black growth,”

or merely a thicket of winter
beech.
Daytime deer-beds in these
hardwood areas are also located
with escape avenues nearby; on
nice fall days in good weather,
look for deer to bed high up on
the ridges — promontories of
land where their visibility is
good and escape avenues are
nearby. Deer nearly always bed
at the base of a large softwood.
When storms occur and the
weather is bad, more bedding
sites are to be found on the low
sides of the ridge along the
fringes of softwood cover.
Again, a slight knoll is often
selected, with the actual bed
near the base of a large soft
wood.
Another hardwood type found
in the north-central Maine area
is located along rivers and
streams. The major tree species
in this type are brown ash, elm,
oak, etc. These lowland hard

wood areas that are sometimes
seasonally flooded are one of
my favorite springtime haunts.
I like them for many reasons,
not only because they provide
excellent habitat for many ani
mals but also because they are
where I find my favorite green,
fiddleheads. Fiddlehead or os
trich ferns are highly edible
when gathered as they reach a
height of a few inches. Their
dark, brilliant green curls boil
ed with pork or eaten cold in a
salad with a pan of fresh trout
or smelts cooked to a crispy,
golden brown (and chased with
a cup of black tea) seem to
purge one’s system of the long,
hard winter season and provide
a fitting tribute to the advent of
spring.
—.
A common associate of these
forest types, abundant through
out the region, is speckled al
der. Alders grow in wetter sites
and frequently are found in flat,

less well-drained, heavy soils
deposited over the years by silt
laden waters. Where stream
velocities slow, alder flats make
situations that are favored by
beaver. Beavers use the alders
for food and in their dam- and
lodge-building activities. The
flowages created by beavers
make ideal habitat for various
wildlife species including mink,
otter, muskrat, raccoon, moose
and waterfowl.
Alder areas most often con
tain an understory of grass
es and other herbaceous vegeta
tion. These areas are critical in
the lives of woodcock. They are
heavily used by these birds for
brooding young and for feeding
because the soils involved con
tain an abundant and available
source of earthworms.
Deer often use these forest
types for lambing; many times,
fishermen find newly born
fawns while pursuing their sport

along streams in late May and
early June.
In summary, the diversifica
tion of habitat created by hard
wood forest types in Maine’s
spurce-fir forest creates envi
ronmental conditions that have
far-reaching effects on many of
our native forms of wildlife.
The complexities of some of
these effects are not entirely
known. The results of highgrading hardwood stands has
not yet been generally address
ed by commercial forest inter
ests, and the growing inter
est in firewood fuel will prob
ably have far-reaching effects
on these vegetative types. Care
needs to be taken that the
future uses of Maine’s hard
wood forests take into account
and safeguard their present val
ues, including their important
role as habitat for native wild
life.

This is the new outboard
the whole industry is talking about.
Would you like to talk about
becoming a dealer?

country. Openings are still
available in some areas, however,
and we hope to fill them in the
next few months.
We're looking for more
dealers who want to make Mariner
the heart of their business
and get in on the ground floor with
this superior new outboard.
It's a product that can hack it
with the big brands, and it's
already making plenty of waves
in the U.S. market.
Initial cost is probably
about Vz what it would cost to
become a dealer for the other
major brands —if they had a
dealer opening available in your
area. Remember too, there
are no old Mariner motors to
stock parts for. With a $2,000
start-up parts kit, you're ready
to service every Mariner in
the line.

Maybe you've seen
the articles about Mariner
in "Popular Science''
"Mechanix Illustrated"
or the boating books.
Why all the
publicity about this out
board you never heard of
before? Why is this line of motors
making the other brands a
little nervous?
Because Mariner is a welldesigned, proven product.
Thousands of Mariner outboards
have proven their dependability
in South America, the Near East,
New Zealand and Australia.
We think it's one of the simplest,
longest-lasting, most dependable
outboards sold in America today.
And we think we can prove it.

The story of this remarkable
outboard.
Mariner is the design
product of a joint venture of two
of the largest two-cycle engine
manufacturers in the world. In
most places outside of the U.S.,
people cannot afford the luxury
of a motor designed just for a
weekend fishing trip or an after
noon of water skiing. Outboards
must work day after day for
transportation, fishing or
exploration. It's often hundreds
of miles between factory-trained
servicemen.
So Mariner built a line of
outboards just for this rugged
type of use. Built them to run day
after day without complicated
service. They're simple, strong

and non
temperamental, from
the little 2 horse fishing motor to
the sizzling-hot 175.

But a fine outboard is no
better than the dealer who
sells it.
And matches it to a
boat. And services it. That's
why we've chosen to grow
with a hand-picked group of the
finest outboard dealers in the

We'd like the chance to tell
you the whole story.
If you're interested in
becoming a Mariner outboard
dealer, call Charlie Rahner
at this toll free number:
1-800-526-3820. (If calling
from New Jersey, dial
- 1-201-249-2500.)
Or write us
|Hr^(j^
at this address:
BRUNSWICK

A BRUNSWICK COMPANY

532 Water St. • Fond du Lac, WI 54935
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“No Excitement...Just Gratitude”
My father had been sick that
winter, and finally, on a cold
February night, he was rushed to
the emergency room with an
ulcer attack serious enough for
him to remain in the hospital a
couple weeks.
During the first few days he
was there, my mother stayed
with relatives to be nearer him,
and in case of an emergency, to
be with a telephone, a luxury we
were unable to afford. I stayed
home under my grandmother’s
care.
This was the 50’s and in rural
Maine, many of us were unable to
enjoy the affluence much of the
country was experiencing. Our
family was no exception. The
night my father left there was
little food in the house — just
some slab bacon, a few potatoes
sprouting eyes, and cooking sta
ples such as lard, flour, baking
powder, brown sugar, canned
milk, and simple seasoning.
The first couple days, my
grandmother and I ate pancakes
with brown sugar syrup for
breakfast, and bacon with fried
potatoes for lunch and supper.
The manner by which my grand
mother prepared the potatoes
and bacon is still one of my
favorite meals. She fried raw,
sliced potatoes in bacon fat and
accompanied this dish with thick
pieces of slab bacon and biscuits.
Simple victuals. But I loved it.
However, when someone eats
this meal for two straight days
as well as nearly every day the
two preceding weeks, it becomes
tiresome. I began to have a
strong hunger for fresh meat.
In those years, fresh meat
usually meant wild game, and it
was quite common for my father
to poach deer anytime from
August through December. Many
times, I had waited for him to
return from the late summer
woods — anxious to know if he
had had any luck. Luck, of
course, meant good eating for
weeks to come, and the season’s
first deer was the one I looked
forward to most.
Since my father did it all the
time, killing an animal strictly
for meat was a familiar concept,
but I was only 12, and the job had
always been my father’s — not
mine. In the past, any rabbits or
grey squirrels I had shot were
purely for the excitement of the
hunt and the satisfaction of tell
ing school-boy friends. The great
white-hunter routine.
After lunch the third day, I
decided it was time for rabbit to
be added to my diet. I can never
remember of being hungrier for
meat, and I must have been
desperate. It was snowing quite
heavily, a wet snow guaranteed
to soak me through in no time.
Also, the woods were already
deep with the white stuff, and I
had no snowshoes.
I took Stormy, our fine old
rabbit dog, and a single barrel 12
gauge and headed across the
brook beside our house and into
a country of fir-thickets and
ledges. The area had provided
me with shooting until the snow
had become too deep for comfort
able walking.

Conditions were poor, but
Stormy was a good dog with
years of experience and even
tually had a rabbit going. It was a
still day with a low cloud cover
and big wet flakes falling. Stormy
had a beautiful voice and I could
hear him well on that dark
afternoon.
I had stationed myself on the
edge of a cut-down near the
brook. In the thigh-deep snow,
that was as far as I cared to walk.
The first time the rabbit circled
past, it was beyond my sight
about 100 yards away on the edge
of a white alder swamp, but the
second time it came barreling
across the cut-down and I shot it.
It was so simple. No excitement.
Just gratitude. Gratitude I was
unable to understand, but felt...
strongly.
Stormy was hot on that trail
and we both got to the dead rabbit
at the same time. After Stormy’s
usual antics ending a successful
chase, he wanted to continue
hunting. Not me. One was enough
and I was anxious to return
home. I was hungry, pure and
simple. And everything seemed
simple in those days, even things
I was unable to understand.
Slogging through the thigh deep
snow with the rabbit and shotgun,
■

I kept calling Stormy, but even
tually he drifted off and before I
entered the yard, his yodel in the
distance indicated another bunny
was on the run.
It mattered little to me though.
I was anxious to dress and soak
the rabbit for an early supper.
The pride of the kill was absent.
It was supper...nothing else.
After preparing the rabbit, my
grandmother browned the quar
tered pieces, then added some
water and simmered until done.
We accompanied this meat with
fried potatoes, hot biscuits, and a
thick gravy made from the juices
of the simmered rabbit.
I ate. I stuffed myself. I
cleaned every morsel from the
bones and sopped up the gravy
with biscuits.
I have eaten in restaurants
from Quebec to Florida as well as
many eating establishments
throughout Europe, including
some of the finer gourmet para
dises of Paris, Nice, and Madrid,
but nowhere have I relished a
meal more than in my grand
mother’s kitchen that winter
night when I was 12 and ate that
simple, starchy meal cooked on
an old, black wood stove.
Never again have I had to
shoot an animal purely from

Upcountry
Journal
By Kenneth O. Allen Jr.
hunger for meat, and although I
was unable to understand it until
years later, this episode taught
me a valuable lesson.
When you kill an animal for
sport, the reason is less apparent
than when you kill from hunger.
Then you kill the animal with
gratitude because you know as

the animal is slain, you too must
die. The act of the kill and eating
becomes a Faustian trade-off.

In this day of processed foods
and neatly packaged meats, the
concept of something dying for
man to live is lost to a vast
majority of Americans.

Rawson’s Rustic Retreat
Cabins—Home-cooked Meals
Year-Round Vacation
Hunting/Fishing/Swimming/Canoeing
Hwy. 146, New Portland, Me.
Tel. 207-628-2698

INTRODUCING
THE 4 WHEEL DRIVE
SUBARU BRAE
FUN ON WHEELS.

10^ <

26 CHY

Our new Brat makes
going someplace more fun than
being there. With the mere
flick of a lever inside the car,
this unique vehicle shifts from
full time front wheel drive
to 4 wheel drive.
That means you can go
practically anywhere in prac
tically any driving conditions.
And to see
___
where you’ve
been, the Brat

has a wide open back complete
with 2 fresh air bucket seats.
What’s more, standard
equipment on the Brat includes
all the creature comforts you’d
want in a passenger car.
Even more comforting, the
Brat runs on the least expen
sive kind of gas you can buy...
regular.

SUBARU BRA'

! Mileage may vary depending on the way you drive, driving conditions, the condition of your car and whatever optional equipment
you may have.

CLYDE BILLING, INC.
258 Riverside Drive, Augusta 622-6336
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RefugeExpansionThreatens Hunting
When the plan is complete,
perhaps in less than 3 years,
over 4,000 acres stretching
along scattered tidal rivers,
marshlands and including limit
ed amounts of surrounding up
land coverts from the Spurwink
River in Scarboro ugh to Brave
Boat Harbor in Kittery, will
have been purchased and there
after, will be managed as part
of the now existing Rachel Carson National Wildlife Refuge.
Included in the eventual pur
chase and final plan are over
430 acres along the Spurwink
River in Scarboro ugh, 190
acres along Goosefare Brook in
Saco, 245 acres along the Little
River at Granite Point in Bidde
ford, 650 acres near Goose
Rocks in Kennebunkport, 272
acres along the lower Mousam
River in Kennebunk, 295 acres
in Wells along Branch Brook, to
which will eventually be added
another 1,200 acres bringing the
total to over 1,400 acres in that
town, 339 acres near Moody
Beach and 420 acres at Brave
Boat Harbor in Kittery.
Combined, the areas will be

under the jurisdiction of the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
and ultimately will threaten the
hunting privileges of area hunt
ers and virtually close the
access to some of the best
waterfowl and upland game
habitat along the southern
Maine coast.
Under the Duck Stamp Act,
all lands purchased by the U.S.
F&W Service as refuge areas
are under strict and precise
regulations and allowances con
cerning hunting, trapping and
utilization by the sporting pub
lic. As it stands now, and there
is no indication it will ever
change. Some 60 % of these
4,100 acres to be purchased, or
about 2,460 acres must be
closed to all hunting, trapping
and the netting of bait fish in
tidal and marsh pools. Clam
ming may be illegal as well.
The area will be in all essence
of the word, a “refuge” for
waterfowl, upland game and
fur-bearing animals.
According to Maurice Mills
Jr. the acquisition of lands has
already begun. Mills is the

Joe’s Ice Fishing Traps
“The Best Trap on the Market”
Complete Ice Fishing Dept.
Hand and Power Augers
Insulated Boots and Paes
Gloves and Mittens
Pack Baskets

AUDETTES
Your Ice Fishing Headquarters

assistant refuge manager at the
Carson Refuge and told this
writer in a telephone interview
that acreage on the Spurwink
River, Little River and some
areas in Kennebunk and Wells
and Kittery have already been
purchased. Apparently, certain
marsh areas I hunted this past
duck season are already under
federal control, and there’s a
good chance some of the areas
you hunted were as well.
I hope we all enjoyed the
freedom of hunting these areas
last fall; according to Mills
parts of the tracts may be
posted NO HUNTING and under
strict government regulations
as early as this coming season!
The fact that some of the best
duck hunting wetlands will soon
be off limits to waterfowlers is
in itself, an alarming threat to
York and Cumberland County
hunters. But what is just as
alarming and proof our rights
to hunt are indeed being in
fringed upon, is that when the
actual acquisition is complete,
the feds can and most probably
will, limit the number of hunt
ers allowed to utilize the 40% of
refuge kept open, limit the num
ber of shells a hunter can carry
(either 15 or 25) and may even
force those allowed to hunt to
take an open book test before
going afield.
Although Mills declined to
commit himself about such reg
ulations, he did say, however,
such regulations are now being
enforced at the Parker River
Refuge in Massachusetts, and
could very possibly be enforced
here.
Other regulations could in
clude jump shooting. It may or
may not be allowed. It has not
yet been decided. It is not
known whether decoys would be

a
u

Maine and Bowdoin Sts.
Winthrop, Maine

Southern
Sebago
Al Raychard
69 Water St.
Saco 04072

the sole means of attracting
waterfowl and a dress restric
tion may be enforced as well.
Trapping on open lands may be
done away. Dipping for bait fish
in tidal and marsh pools may
not be allowed, and hunting of
deer, woodcock and other popu
lar game may be illegal or
greatly regulated.
What this expansion and ac
quisition of marshlands boils
down to in my mind is simply
one thing; the taking away of
important and productive gun
ning areas from law-abiding
and dedicated sportsmen. But it
could be much more; a huge
step forward by the anti-hunt
movement and even the govern
ment, to do away with hunting.
What’s ironic about the whole
thing, is they are doing it with
your and my tax money, funds
derived from sportsmen through
the Pittman-Robertson Act of
1937 and Federal Duck Stamps.
Are we paying for our own
defeat?

The situation as it stands now
and its possible threats to the
southern Maine waterfowler in
the future were brought to the
attention of SAM’s Executive
Board at their last meeting on
January 9th. Executive Director
Dick Smith was quite concerned

over the action, as were the
other members of the Board,
and Dick indicated he would
look into the matter for future
action by SAM as a whole. As a
member of that board and a
waterfowler from southern
Maine, I too will keep tabs on
the situation and report any
action or progress in future
columns.
It would help, however, to
hear from those of you who are
concerned about this expansion.
Whether you are a member of
SAM or not, your concerns and
interests are of importance to
this writer, because we’re all in
this together.
♦ * ♦

Ice fishing season started off
with a bang January 1; Great
East was hot and continues to
be so, with several nice looking
togue in the 4-pound class being
pulled through the ice the first
week. This could very well be a
great year for Great East, all
indications thus far say it will.
No reports from Ossipee Lake
in Waterboro as yet, and this
writer has not yet been able to
hit it. Scattered reports have
come in stating success at Han
cock Pond in Sebago and Moose
Pond in Bridgton.

REBUILDING AN ENGINE ? ?
USE
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Lake Region’s
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Bigelow Area a Snowmobile Paradise
Chips of wet ice flew, as the
heavy chisel bit into the frozen
beaver pond. I could see the
anticipation on the trapper’s
face each time the chisel hit the
ice which froze the previous
night. It was a cold January
day, the temperature was hov
ering around zero, but the sun
seemed to make it warm
enough to actually enjoy, what
must be one of the toughest
winter sports there is.
Of course I’m referring to
beaver trapping. The art of
trapping beaver requires the
same skill and patience that
goes into catching the fox and
coyote, and much more.
The time involved in trapping
the beaver is .enough to discourage most “fall” trappers, the
pre-season scouting of colonies,
known as “cruising for beaver,”
plus the leg work required in
reaching some remote ponds,
coupled with the elements of a
typical Maine winter, make it a
sport for only the hardiest.
Getting back to my story, my
request to accompany this
trapper while he checked his

sets, drew a big, “Sure. You’re
welcome.”
This attitude, especially in
trapping circles, is rare indeed.
Most trappers are careful who
they show their sets to. Al
though I have trapped beaver
for several years now, I had a
special reason for going along
this day, because the trapper,
who is a neighbor of mine, is
just a teenager. Sixteen in fact.
But from what I observed he is
a professional in every sense of
the word. Tom Le Mont Jr. of
Tom-Two as he is called, says
being the only boy in a family
with four girls gave him a good
chance to learn trapping from
his father, Tom Sr., and learn
he did.
Seven days into this season,
the first he’s trapped alone, he
had eight beaver to his credit,
two of these were super blanket
size. After the first three sets
we checked produced nothing, it
was evident from the expression
on his face that a catch at this
point would somehow enhance
his image in the eyes of this
so-called experienced visitor.

As I watched him chip the ice
from the last of the five sets he
had on this particular flowage, I
couldn’t help but wonder how
many boys in Maine, or for that
matter the whole country, were
missing what Tom-Two was ex
periencing this winter morning.
Everyone has his favorite ice
fishing spots, but I’ll list some
of the major waters in this
Don Cote
area.
Stratton 04982
Spring Lake: salmon, togue
and brook trout. Action is slow
to medium but improving. Fish
ing pressure, is light to moder
ate. Accessibility by snow
mobiles from Eustis, (15-miles)
or Long Falls dam above North
New Portland (six miles). Open
Jan. 1 through March 31;
NLFAB.
Porter Lake: togue, brook
trout and rainbow trout. Slow to
medium action can be expected
on togue, but other fish, such as
perch and pickerel, can keep
one busy running for flags.
Fishing pressure is moderate
Working as an apprentice trapper with his father
most of the time. Porter is just
Tom-Two
has managed to pay for the equipment he
off Route 234 between Strong
uses
while
trapping beaver. [Don Cote photo]
and New Vineyard. Open Jan. 1
An interesting story surrounds
through March 31.
For the few who might enjoy
the naming of Natanis Pond,
Chain of Ponds: salmon,
a day of ice fishing, but aren’t
according to historians; Natanis
togue and brook trout. Action is able to invest in the equipment
was an Indian woman who
slow to moderate at times.
involved, such as snowmobiles,
trapped animals in and around
Fishing pressure is very light.
power ice augers, the chain
the chain during the mid 1850’s.
Access to this seven mile pond would be an ideal fishing spot.
She was reported to have stolen
is a mere few steps in places All you’ll need is fish-traps, ice
animals from other trappers
from Route 27 north of Eustis.
chisel or land auger, and maybe
and legend has it they killed her
It may sound strange but the snowshoes. One of the best
and put her body through the
chain is one of the very few spots on the chain is just below
ice, which was found later float
waters in the state that has an the ledges on the west side of
ing in open water. She was
abundance of cold water game Natanis Pond, which is the larg
buried at the head of the pond
fish, is easily accessible and is est of the five ponds that make
considered “UNDER FISHED.”
up the chain.
Continued on next page

Bigelow
Mountain
Area

MEET ME
Proving a young trapper can learn the skills of a
difficult art, Tom-Two hefts a blanket beaver from
a hole in the ice. [Don Cote photo]
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Bigelow Area a Snowmobile Paradise
Continued from preceding page
and the area is now known as
Natanis Point. A marker and
grave stone surrounded by a
small fence marks the site to
day.
The events in this legend
might seem a little harsh by
today’s standards, but I recent
ly talked to a local trapper who
was almost mad enough to

The Pickup Protector is a pat
ented, one-piece liner that
gives your pickup truck bed
100% protection. After it's
installed, which takes only

make history repeat itself. It
seems six of his beaver sets at
a small pond were chopped out
of the ice, the traps set off and
the poles ruined. It appeared
that a beaver had been stolen
from one. The damage, accord
ing to the trapper, looked like it
was done by ice fishermen who
were on the pond at the time of
the incident. I might remind

minutes, you can use your
pickup for all those tough
chores you bought it for;
with no wear and tear,
scratches, dents or rust.

PACKARD’S TUFF KOTE DINOL
PICK UP TRUCK EQUIPMENT of MAINE
346 MINOT AVENUE — AUBURN, MAINE 04210
DIAL 207-784-5611

people that this is not a case of
vandalism, it is out and out
thievery. Maine law states that
it is unlawful for any person to
disturb any trap or take any
fur-bearing animal from a trap
without consent of the owner.
Most people are aware of this,
but what they may not know is
the law also calls for a fine of
not less than $200 nor more than
$1,000 and costs, or by imprison
ment for not more than 90 days,
or by both. While these penal
ties appear strict enough, they
would seem mild if the wrong
person found someone messing
with his traps. Remember the
legend?
Whenever I mention the Bige
low area, most folks think of
Sugarloaf and skiing, but this
area has some of the best
snowmobiling in the State.
Using conservative figures
there’s close to 500 miles of
trails in this area. Members of
the Arnold trail snowmobile
Club are actively cutting new
trails and marking old ones on
a regular basis. They have
recently purchased a dual track

BIBEAU’S
FLY SHOP
1 mi. north of rotary
Route 302, N. Windham
892-4206

FUR-DEERSKINS
Gloves to Sell and Trade
Victor Traps—Lures
Trapping Scents
Trapping Supplies at Discount Prices
[I have my own chunk fox bait—not
mailable]
Postage Paid on Furs Shipped to Me

LIVE BAIT
SHINERS AND TOMMIES
N.R. LICENCES
FLY TYING KITS
AND EQUIPMENT
ICE FISHING TACKLE

machine for grooming these
trails.
From the center of the region
(Stratton-Eustis) riders can en
joy trips to such places as
Rangeley, round trip 75 miles,
Coburn Gore (Canadian Bor
der), 80 miles; Jackman via
Skinner and Holeb, 120 miles;
Jackman via Spencer Lake, 88
miles; Kennebago Lake, 42
miles; Spring Lake via Flag
staff, 30 miles; Grand Falls, 26
miles. These are just the main
trails. The mileage is approxi
mate depending on the trail
used. In addition there’s close
to 100 miles of local trails
available for public use, not to
mention the number of un
plowed logging roads in the
area.
While on the subject of snow
mobiling, I’ve been wondering
why the state won’t allow
people to register their ma
chines in the town or area they
do most of their riding in, it
seems the small towns would
benefit from the added revenue
and the public would also bene
fit with more and better trails
to ride. People are now re
quired to register their ma
chines where they legally re
side, and a large percentage of
them live in larger cities.

Bear-N-Hounds Lodge, which
was destroyed by fire recently,
is in the process of being re
built. Owner Phil Copp says the
main lodge was a total loss but
the other buildings including
several cabins were unscathed
by the blaze. Having known

Phil for many years I can
understand the tragedy the fire
caused, not only the personal
loss, but also from the public
standpoint, for the lodge was
virtually a museum in the wild
erness. People came from
everywhere to view the many
trophies and artifacts that he
collected throughout the North
American Continent. I have per
sonally used the lodge for hunt
ing safety classes for children
in the animal identification part
of the course. Trophies lost in
the blaze include Stone sheep
and mountain goat taken in,
British Columbia, grizzly bear
from Alaska, cougar from Utah,
and the many game animals
found throughout the United
States, including elk, caribou,
mule, deer and moose. Cabinets
were chock full of hundreds of
hunting dog trophies, including
silver cups signifying “Buck” his
Walker hound as twice world
champion bobcat dog. A terrible
loss indeed, but Phil is quite
optimistic. He says the new log
cabin-style lodge will be com
pleted this winter and he will
start working on re-collecting
his lost trophies soon.
•••
This may be a large request,
but I’d like to ask the secre
taries of all the sporting clubs
in the state to send me the
names and addresses of their
clubs. I am trying to compile
all the clubs in the state so that
they can unite together in im
portant Fish and Game decision
making policies. In return, I’ll
make this list public for your
club use. Please drop me a card
in the mail today.

Be A Fox!
Save Money and Don’t Miss a
Single Issue of The Maine
Sportsman.

WALTER BEAN
8 Spring St.,
East Millinocket 04430
Tel. 746-3746

SUBSCRIBE
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get the fact-filled pages of The
Maine Sportsman delivered to
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PEARSON’S
SPORTING GOODS
MOUNT BLUE HIGH SCHOOL ROAD "

DO IT
TODAY!

FARMINGTON, ME — TEL. 778-4885
NOW OPEN
SUNDAYS

Mon. Tue. Sat.

9 am to 5 pm

7 am to 6 pm

Wed. Thurs. Fri.

7 am to 8 pm

We Buy and Sell
GUNS
New & Used
YARNS & CRAFTS

CLOTHING

ARCHERY

SPECIAL
5% DISCOUNT ON
Catalogue Orders. Deposit required on Firearms 4 Accessories

□ one year $5 — 0 two years $8
NAME _____________________________________________________ ___
ADDRESS _______________________________________ ____ ________
__________________________________ZIP__________________________

Send to Maine Sportsman, Box 507, Yarmouth, Me. 04096

Page 14

THE MAINE SPORTSMAN

February 1979

Riviere Invites Readers to Write
Taking over The Maine
Sportsman’s canoe page in
February is bad timing. It’s bad
enough that Fern Stearns’ act is
a tough one to follow, especially
if you’ve been reading her for
five years. You know that she
had pretty well covered the
subject. Which leaves the ques
tion: What do you do for
openers in mid-winter?
Ideas come to mind, of
course. It’s really not difficult
for a writer to expound on his
favorite subject. After all, hav
ing been handed a column to
write, this makes him The
Authority. His thoughts, opin
ions, and beliefs pour out from
his typewriter. He advises. He
may even pontificate. With not
the slightest hesitancy, he’ll tell
you what’s best, fastest, easiest,
most efficient and he’ll expect
you to accept his pronounce
ments as having come from Mt.
Olympus.
Frankly, such an attitude
wallows in whale dung. No
authority — self-appointed or
designated — is such an expert
that he can isolate himself. He
needs feed back, in-put from his
readers. No, this is not going to
be another survey. But, it is a
request for opinions.
We’ll be dealing with a
number of topics concerned
with Maine canoeing during the
next few months, but these will
be topics of my choice—and not
necessarily those you’d rather
be reading. So, send along your
ideas, your gripes, too. You
name it—canoe camping, racing
and white-water competition,
poling, sailing, salt-water cruis
ing, canoe-trip grub.
Until the feedback gets under
way we’ll cover a variety of
topics, fishing from a canoe, for
example. Routine stuff ? Not
necessarily. There are techni
ques. Back during my guiding
days at the Oquossoc Angling
Association club near Rangeley,
I allowed a Connecticut angler
to stand on the bow seat of my

canoe while fly casting. This
added several feet to his cast, a
productive trick on a bright day
when salmon were spooky. It’s
not a recommended technique,
but it is proof that canoe fishing
need not be routinely dull.
There are occasions when
hunting from a canoe pays off.
This is especially true of squir
rel hunting among the hard
woods which overhang many
a Maine stream. It can even be
applied to deer hunting, ideal

for a physically handicapped
hunter. Such canoeing will also
be discussed.
Another topic which will pro
bably appear concerns the col
lecting of books dealing with
canoeing in Maine, especially
those titles which are out of
print. Many of these are diffi
cult, but not impossible, to lo
cate. The trick is knowing what
authors to look for and where
you might find their works.
Some of these older works are

POLE, PADDLE
& PORTAGE

By Bill Riviere, Box 93, N. Berwick 03906
revelations, fascinating reading
during the off-season.
Poling a canoe will also be
written up. And there’s room
for disagreement here. Ash
poles, aluminum poles, fiber
glass poles. Maine’s old time
guides were among the best in
the world (and some still are)
with a setting pole, along with
Cree Indians and Maritime sal
mon guides. Frankly, however,
you don’t need a PhD to pole.
The basics you can learn in a
few minutes.
“How-to” articles will also
appear. One which is scheduled
describes a one-man fishing
canoe anchor rig. If you’ve ever
anchored a canoe in a current
while fishing alone, you know
that the craft never seems to
stay where you spot it. Hauling
up and lowering the anchor is a

SPRUCE LODGE
on Sysladobsis Lake in the
HEART OF FISHING COUNTRY
Opening May 1st
for Salmon fishing and bear hunting
June for Bass Fishing & Family Vacations
Registered Maine Guide
Housekeeping Cabins or American Plan
Boats and Motor Rentals-Canoes
SPRUCE LODGE CABINS
Fred and Marilyn Hamilton
Box 63, Springfield, Maine 04487 Tel. 738-3700

pesky chore which can spook a
pool full of fish. The one-man
rig eases this chore.
Safety is uppermost in the
minds of many, including the
bureaucrats. Some feel they’re
getting carried away with their
zeal for protecting us from
ourselves. Ever since the Coast
Guard designated the bailing
can as a “dewatering device”
some of us have been getting
our hackles up. There’s nothing
wrong with safety but will the
continuing constriction of regu
lations snuff the fun out of
canoeing?
Another gripe among some
canoeists is the emphasis on
racing. We Americans like to
compete. We need winners. Or
do we? Getting from Point A to
Point B in record time is not in
Continued on next page
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I-495& Rte. 111

One Third SAVINGS for Maine Sportsman Readers
The finest outdoor show in the Northeast. March 17 will be Maine Day and the Maine
Sportsman will have members of its writing staff at a booth to meet and talk with you. This
is a pure outdoor show with only outdoor-related displays and many outdoor experts on
hand conducting seminars and lectures

Please send me________adult advanced sale tickets to the Eastern Fishing and Outdoor
Exposition in Boxborough, Mass, at $2 each

NAME _________________________________________________________
ADDRESS _____________________________________________________
_________________________________________________ ZIP___________
Make Checks Payable to Maine Sportsman, Box 365, Augusta, Maine 04330

Ashley Economy
Models have the thermo
stat, downdraft system,
and other patented
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Ashley cabinet models...
and they’re just as
• efficient! Heat up to
6 rooms automatically.
Fill only once in 12
hours...even in coldest
weather. Ideal for cabins,
lodges, stores, workshops.
Install an Ashley and save!
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Riviere Invites Readers to Write
Continued from preceding page

the spirit of canoeing--at least
that’s what many believe. On
the other hand, others thrive on
what Eben Thomas calls: “Hot
Blood, Wet Paddles,” It re
mains to be seen whether read
ers want more on canoe racing,
including race schedules and

white-water events. Let’s hear
from you.
As for canoe club activities,
these might well bear greater
recognition. Not only the spon
sored competitions, but also the
stream clean-ups, environmen
tal efforts, and canoe training
for beginners.

AROOSTOOK
COUNTY
Bear Mountain
Lodge
Smyrna Mills, Me. 04780 Tel. 207-528-2124.

Located 12 miles north of Patten, Maine on scenic Route 11.
Housekeeping cabins available for bear hunters, fishermen,
and vacationers from May thru October. One cabin located
on beautiful Rockabema Lake.
Bear hunts—May thru October - Trout & Salmon fishing—
May thru September - Rubber boat float trips on area rivers
and streams. Grouse and Woodcock—October, Deer & Bear
(Archery)—October. (1978 Non-Resident archery license
$30.50) - Deer & Bear (Rifle) November. (Mainly board and
lodging in deer season). All cabins fully equipped for any
size party. Brochure and references on request.

CARROLL P. GEROW
Registered Maine Guide and Outfitter

Salt water canoeing is still a
new frontier, Maine’s coastline
with its innumerable sheltered
inlets and coves, ideal waters.
The Appalachian Mountain Club
has maintained a limited canoe
base on Beal Island in George
town for several years but,
other than this, salt-water

canoeing is relatively dormant.
Yet, the tidal waters provide
uncrowded and exciting sport.
Dangerous? Not if you use com
mon sense. Two years ago, a
Massachusetts canoeist paddled
from Kittery to Eastport and
back, single-handedly. More
about this later. In the mean-

207 368-9371

To be covered, also, will
be canoe-camping gear-tents,
carry yokes and other para
phernalia with which most of us

THE GATEWAY
DINING, DANCING, COCKTAILS
AND COFFEE SHOP
JUST OFF I-95
AT
JUNCTION 2-7-11-100

NEWPORT, MAINE
04953

Plan To Fish And Hunt Down East In Maine At

Chet’s Camps on Big Lake
Grand Lake Stream Township P.O. Princeton, Maine 04668
Famous for its Bass and Landlocked Salmon
Also Trout, Perch, Pickerel
HOUSEKEEPING or AMERICAN PLAN
BOATS, MOTORS
GUIDES
NON-RESIDENT LICENSES
Open May 1 st to Nov. 30th
Rates and Folders on Request

Robert and Judy Miller, Prop.
Tel. [207] 796-5557 or 427-3826 Princeton

Bedell’s Tackle Shop
Solon, Maine 04979—Tel. 643-2365

Live Bait and Ice Fishing
Snowshoes
Fly-tying material,
Canadian Pac foot wear.
We buy old bear traps.
Will Accept Americard and Visa

MER
DUNHAM ,nd.
We’ll Drill any type of WELL

time, any suggestions?
Like backpacking, canoeing
suffers to a degree from elit
ism. For example, some who’ve
just “discovered” canoeing
insist that the only honorable
way to travel is by paddle.
Outboard motors are stinkpots,
they claim. Truth is, of course,
outboards have their place on
canoes. This will be discussed.
Canoe sailing, too, which is
almost unknown in Maine.

Northern Maine Flying Service,
Island Falls, Maine 04747
10 minutes from i-95 turn off.
Reservations until May:
Norm and Rita Bradley,
Northern Maine Flying Service,
RFD 1, Norridgewock, Me., 04957
Limited bookings available for Spring Fishing and Canoe
trips— Allagash and Northern Maine. Registered Maine
Guide. Small friendly service. We only book what we can
serve efficiently. Reservations also available for Canadian
wilderness trips during the summer months. Charter service
from May until October.

Then, too, we’ll be roaming
the state’s waters once ice is
out, seeking exciting runs, fishy
pools, idlyllic campsites. These
will be reported.

However, for one man to
attempt such coverage alone is
ludicrous. Which is why you’re
invited to make this page yours.
If you own a canoe, or plan to
own one in the near future, and
you have access to pencil and
paper, write your thoughts. Ask
questions. Disagree. Proclaim
and pronounce.
[Bill Riviere is author of the
book Pole, Paddle & Portage,
still in print after 10 years, and
a well-known outdoor columnist
for the Boston Globe]

Energy efficiency v
made beautiful

^fieQunstock

CERTIFIED BY

• ROTARY DRILLING
• STATEWIDE SERVICE
• GRAVEL PACKED
SCREEN WELLS

PUMPS SALES & SERVICI

• FHA & BANK
FINANCING
WE ALSO SERVICE

FAULTY WELLS

285-3306
If no onswer 285-7758

MERL G. DUNHAM, INC.
MORRISON AVENUE

We use one of nature’s best
insulators, White Cedar, in
combination with man-made
insulation for a total wall
R-Value of 19 to 27. The ceiling
R-Value can be as high as you
wish. And not only is White
Cedar an excellent insulator,
but it’s naturally insect and rot
resistant. You’ll never need to
paint or stain your L. C. Andrew
log home. That’s why we know
you’ll agree, L. C. Andrew is the
“beautiful way to build.”

Tell me more about the energy
efficient beautiful way to build.
I

Name____________________________

I

Address__________________________

City.
State
i

I

zip

Building Site___________________ __

L. C. Andrew Log Home Division
South Windham,
ME 04082

E. CORINTH

dover-foxcroft
564-2398 WEEKENDS

“MS 2/79”

Quality Log Homes

A beautiful
ANDREW way to build’

i
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Winter Birds of the Maine Coast
Those of us who love the sea
never tire of watching its many
moods-sometimes placid, some
times violent, many times awe
some. If one is also a bird
watcher, the winter sea offers
special opportunities to observe
oceanic birds that have moved
close to shore for a number of
reasons. Some birds have mi
grated from their far northern
breeding grounds, others have
moved from frozen inland lakes.
Certain species which keep
chiefly out to sea can be seen
from the mainland only at this
time of year. Powerful winter
storms often carry birds from
their normal haunts and many
lesser-known species may wan
der to Maine shores and coastal
waters, although their normal
range lies far away.
The Maine coast offers many
vantage points from which to
observe the winter sea birds,
sheltered coves, around about
ledges and rocky promontories,
off the beaches, all the way
from Kittery to Calais. And if
one is hardy enough, off-shore
islands can be an exciting ex
perience. Some of our favorite
spots are at Prouts Neck, Two
Lights and Crescent Beach state
parks, at Cape Elizabeth, Mack
worth Island in Falmouth, Pop
ham Beach, Reid State Park,
off Pemaquid Point at New
Harbor, and areas in Acadia
National Park and Schoodic
Point, to mention only a few.
Gulls never leave. They can
be seen congregating on ice
floes, heading into the wind,
napping, or bobbing up and
down as they ride the waves, or
heard squawking at one another
as they wing in for a bite to eat
wherever fish refuse or garbage
is found. Most familiar, and
most common, are the herring
gull and the black-backed gull.
But usually during this season,
if one carefully scrutinizes the
flocks, it is more than likely
that a winter gull can be foundeither an Iceland or a glaucous
gull. Both have a pale gray
mantle and the whole wing tips
white. The glaucous gull is
much larger than the herring
gull, the Iceland gull, smaller.
A large, dark bird flying close
to the water with slow-flapping
wings and outstretched neck is
usually a cormorant. The cor
morant of winter is different
from that of summer. The win
tering species is the great cor
morant. It has a white border to
the throat pouch and white
spots on the flanks. These birds
light on channel buoys or rocks
and stand almost upright, wings
outspread.
The only shore bird that
makes its winter headquarters
on the New England coast is the
purple sandpiper. Its favorite
haunts are the rocky promon
tories, offshore rocks and is
lands. We have seen these sand
pipers gathered in flocks on the
rocks off the mouth of the
Kennebec and on Pratt Island
in the Sheepscot River. The
purple sandpiper is a dark
stocky bird with yellow legs and
bill. Its food is found below the
high-water mark. They can be

seen in flocks resting on the
ledges waiting for the tide to
drop. As soon as the barnacles
are exposed they begin to eat,
and then they rummage through
the rockweed, searching out the
marine life that can be found
there. One writer states they
seem to prefer the eastern or
seaward side of the ledges. This
is probably because the con
stantly repeated surge of the
sea keeps turning over the
fronds of seaweed, exposing
new surfaces to be searched for
tiny shrimps and crabs. The
sandpipers don’t seem to mind
getting wet at all, and only
when a wave threatens to en
gulf them do they flutter into
the air. Then can be seen their
white bellies and wing linings.
Ducks also flock in coastal
waters in the winter. Looking
out from any shore one can see
dots bobbing in the water, then
disappearing as the sea swells
rise and fall. The longer one
looks the more forms can be
seen until where there were
three or four bodies, soon there
may be 20 or 30. Although the
great majority of wintering
ducks remain off shore and
form great raft^, small flocks
can be seen close into shore.
The salt water in which they
float remains above freezing
temperature and much warmer
on most days than the air about
us.
The common eider is one
duck that can be seen along our

The Bird Nest
By Margery Hall Johnson.
are large white wing patches.
Its bill is very different, also,
orange in color, with a large
knob or shield of orange on
forehead. We have seen one or
two king eiders off the rocks at
Two Lights, and one at Reid
State Park in winters past.
Of scoters there are three-the
white-winged, the surf (or
Continued on next page

HEADQUARTERS

Common Eider

for
Farm, Lawn, & Garden
Equipment
and Snowmobiles

Somateria mollissima

shores in small flocks. They are
heavy-set birds and fly in lines
just a few feet off the water.
The drake’s plumage is a strik
ing contrast of black and whitethe neck and back white, the
sides and belly black. The slop
ing profile is also characteris
tic, the male’s bill extending far
up its straight forehead, almost

to the eye. The “duckbill hats”
of hunters and fishermen seem
to have been designed from this
profile. The females are uni
formly mottled brown.
An exciting but rare sighting
in winter is the king eider,
sometimes seen in with a flock
of common eiders. The king
eider’s back is black, and there

JOHN DEERE
SALES & SERVICE

Hall Implement Co.
Foster’s Corner,
04082
207-892-6894

A. G. STORES
Mr. and Mrs. Consumer:
We would like to give you a few of the many rea
sons to shop the great family store in your neighborhood
- THE AG STORE - where the owner has your needs
and at competitive prices too1

— AG Stores feature weekly specials.
— AG Stores feature nationally advertized brands
along with our Shur-fine and Maine Candy Kitchen labels.
— Your local AG Store is just around the corner.
With these days of gasoline shortages, we all know how
imporant that is.
— Most of all, AG Sto res are large enough to ser
vice all your needs, yet small enough to remain courteons and friendly.

Tel: (207) 582-6500

Maine
Kitchen
Candies
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Winter Birds of the Maine Coast
Continued from preceding page
skunk head) and the black
(once called common). All are
common in the waters off the
coast, at this time of year. The
white-winged is a dark bird,
with white wing patches, the
male having a small patch just
below the eye. Its bill is rather
ugly, orange in color, with a
dark protuberance or knob. The
surf scoter, is also known as a
skunk-head because of promi
nent white markings on its nape
and forehead which contrast so
with its black body. Its bill is
long and thick and multi
colored. The black scoter is just

WINTER IS
UPON US! 'V
Cold weather’s
here! Your
feathered friends
will really love
the food and
energy they *
l&tt+H
get from your
MAINE MANNA. Hang
one or two of these—
the complete suet and
bird feed — from nearby
branches. Watch
the fun — make permanent
bird friends. Order several
and Qava'

MAINE MANNA, INC.
Box 247S,
Gorham, Me. 04038
$2.75 postpaid; 2 for $5.30;
3 for $7.50; 6 for $12.00
(Maine residents add 5%
sales tax)

as its name implies, all black,
with a yellow protuberance on
its black bill. The scoters are
often called “coot” by sports
men.
A bird we always see during
the winter months off of Mack
worth Island is the horned
grebe. We really don’t feel win
ter has arrived until we see this
small bird floating and diving
off the island-usually in groups
of 5 or 6. This diminutive bird
rides high in the water, carry
ing its head proudly, as if to
show off its pure white, satinylooking breast. Its underparts
and cheeks are also clear white,
and create an interesting pat
tern in contrast to the top of the
black head and black line down
the back of the neck. The small
pointed bill sometimes seems to
be slightly curved upward. It
appears to have no tail at all.
Its flight is compared to the
loon’s, strong and often direct
and long-continued. And, like

WANTED TO BUY

Logs, Stumpage,
Woodlots.
• Fair prices
• Prompt payment
• Reliable operators

MARRINER
LUMBER CO.
Church Road
Brunswick, Me. 04011
[207] 729-3901
213 West Plain Street
Wayland, Mass. 01778
Tel. 1-617-653-9144

RETAILAND
MAILORDERS
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loons, they catch their food in
long dives under water.
Oldsquaws and scaup (blue
bills), red-breasted mergansers
and buffleheads all seek out salt
water homes during the winter,
gathering in harbors, bays and
estuaries, river mouths and in
lets. Our binoculars are always
on the seat beside us, ever
ready as we travel along the

coast-even just back and forth
into Portland. One never knows
what might be floating in the
water in Back Cove, or at the
mouth of the Presumpscott or
off of Martin’s Point bridge.
Farther afield, x-country skiing
or snowshoeing can be com
bined with bird watching-it
makes a great day-pack upon
our backs, filled with a trail
lunch. No months in Florida for

BAIT RETAIL
Shiners, Sucker & Live Smelts
Tommy Cods For Wholesale

Complete Line of Fly Tying Materials
Bulk Feathers, Tools & Accessories
Topographical & Depth Maps
Ice Fishing Tackles, Augers, Ammo
And Yarns For The Ladies

DAG’S BAIT SHOP
corner of Minot & Towle, Auburn
open 4:30 a.m. to 10 p.m. — 7 days
Tel. 207-783-0388

Margery H. Johnson
15 Colonial Village
Falmouth, Maine 04105

LET THE MAINE SPORTSMAN
BOOK OF DEER HUNTING
GUIDE YOU

The Maine Sportsman Book of

DEER
HUNTING
A complete

SHOP OF BOSTON, Inc.

Taxidermy Agent

Larus argentatus

Reports from readers contin
ue to talk about the scarcity of
birds. Hopefully by the time you
all read this there will have
been some build up. A letter
early in January from Jay Wil
kinson of Machias listed a sight
ing of a Richardson’s Owl (now
called a Boreal Owl) in the
town of Machiasport. The rare
Bird Alert also had a sighting.
Bill Ginn of Maine Audubon told
me there seem to be more owls
being noted this year although
snowy owls are in the minority.
The boreal Owl closely resem
bles the Saw-whet Owl. It is
earless, its bill yellowish and its
faciei border is black. Palmer,
in “Maine Birds”, speaks of
some incursions of this owl, and
quotes Forbush’s report of
many woodsmen in Maine find
ing these little owls in the
winter of 1922-23, scattered
through the woods, either alive
or dead on the snow. Mr. Wil
kinson’s sighting was near a
swamp, with lots of blowdowns.
The owl was perched on a dead
spruce.
“The area has a large popula
tion of mice and moles as
walking through the woods you
see one run every few feet it
seems.” Something for you to
look for if you are tramping
through dense areas.
Hope you continue to find bird
watching exciting, whether it is
from your kitchen window or
hiking the beaches or tramping
the woods.

FREE CATALOG

Outdoor Gear
Gifts & Sporting Prints
Fishing Equipment
Sportswear
Fly Fishing/Tying Schools

1\
T,*3

us as long as we can have such
exhilarating trips.

----------------------------

SMELT CAMPS
FOR RENT
January - February - March

SAND BED
SMELT CAMPS
Foreside Road
Topsham, Maine
For Reservations :
JUDE A. HYDE
Tel. 725-6929

guide to
Here are 22 Chapters of solid
whitetail
information about deer hunting.
success
From past issues of the Maine Sportsman
we have compiled a book that can help
yourdeer hunting from pre-season pre
paration to cooking venison - all written
by experienced deer hunters and guides
from Maine who fill their deer tags year
after year. Whether you’re after a fat doe
for the freezer or a trophy buck for your wall, this book can help
improve your chances. It’s all here. Advice on guns, clothing and
equipment. Howto use a deer stand, still hunting and snow tracking.
How and where to hunt the vast and uncrowded northern zone. How to
locate a 200-pound or better buck that will give you membership in the
Biggest Bucks in Maine Club and even a membership application
blank for that big deer. A helpful refresher course for the
experienced hunter or a great training aid for the novice.
Edited by Harry Vanderweide

Please send me ___ copies of THE MAINE SPORTSMAN BOOK of DEER
HUNTING at $4.50 each (Maine residents include .25 sales tax and handling)

NAME __
ADDRESS
ZIP

Mail to:
Maine Sportsman
Box 507
Yarmouth, Me 04096

Make checks or money orders payable to MAINE SPORTSMAN
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Tips On How To Start A Beagle
A few years ago, when I
owned a good beagle named
Sam, I came out of a rabbit
swamp onto a frozen cove
where several people were ice
fishing. My dog had worked
hard, driving rabbits all morn

grasses. But, then, Eskimo dogs
eat plenty of fish.
Speaking of beagles, how did
you get your beagle started
chasing rabbits? Were you
lucky enough to get a natural?
These rare dogs start right in

hot pursuit of a rabbit in this
pen. It always seemed like the
ideal way to start young beagle
pups. It also enables a prospec
tive buyer to hear the voice of
the pups and decide on a
choice.
Many people believe the best
way to start a beagle is with an
experienced dog. I’m sure this
works some times, but it has
not been my good fortune to
witness too many successful
lessons using this method. For
one thing, how does the older
dog know he is expected to
tolerate a novice pup running
all over the place, in some
cases even scaring off a started
rabbit?
Some beaglers keep the young
dog leashed until the old dog
has got a line straightened out.
By maneuvering into position it

Sporting

Dogs
By Wilmot Robinson
is sometimes possible to be
where the rabbit will cross and
hopefully the pup will see what
all the fuss is about. Seeing the
rabbit makes more sense than
trying to get all excited about
tracks in the snow. Of course,
the seeing doesn’t last long, but
it excites a pup enough to get
him started using his nose, and
that’s what it is all about.

Recalling Sam again, in his
youth we would drive along
gravel roads in the evening
looking for rabbits. Many times
I thought Sam would go right
through the glass when a bunny
would hop across the road or
dash back and forth along the
road. All of this sight-seeing
was bringing out his instincts.
Continued on next page

STATE OF MAINE
DETAILED - ACCURATE - SCALE: 3 MILES

COUNTY MAPS

This handful of beagle pup belongs to Rod
Heikkinen of Woodville who likes to start young
dogs by hunting them with their mother. [Wilmot
Robinson photo]
ing, and my good fortune to be
in the right place at the right
time resulted in two fat bunnies
for the stew pot.
Recognizing one of the fisher
men, I approached him to ask
how the fishing was. As we
talked, my friend told how the
smelts were cooperating and
motioned to the ice where he
said he had already iced about
a dozen of the silvery morsels.
Too late! All of the smelts were
gone. Sam was just swallowing
the last one.
Needless to say, my friend
wasn’t too pleased. What could
I say? I offered him the rabbits
to compensate for his loss.
“No thanks. I can’t bring my
self to eat rabbits,” he said.
Well, Sam could eat raw fish.
I’ve never known him to eat
raw fish at any other time. He
would eat blueberries right off
the bushes, and, like many
dogs, he loved certain green

chasing as if they knew every
thing, and they do in fact.
For most young beagles, the
beginning is not that basy. Be
longing to one of Maine’s Bea
gle clubs is the best way to get
your dog started. These clubs
own their own fenced trial
areas and members can run
dogs on wild rabbits without the
danger of losing the dog, or the
rabbit.
While rabbits sometimes get
out of the fenced area, Ross
Cline, who presides over the
Eastern Maine Beagle Associa
tion says they stay put for quite
a while. No shooting is allowed
and when it appears the rabbits
are getting scarce, an attempt
is made to live trap another
supply from outside the area.
At least one person comes to
mind who has his own private
penned area, complete with
wild rabbits. I’ve seen entire
litters of 10-week-old puppies in

WHITTENS” MOOSEHEAD MOTOR INN
£

On Moosehead Lake
Rockwood, Maine 04478
Telephone 207-534-7778

Winter “Snowmobile” Vacation Land

•
•
•
•
•

“SPECIAL WEEKEND PACKAGE’
[Friday nite thru Sunday Lunch
includes Sat. Nite Buffet]
Cocktail Lounge
Home of the “Corner Pocket” Pub & Game Roorn
Warm comfortable Steam heated Rooms
Accessible to all major trails from our door.
Spacious lobby for your relaxation — T.V.
please make reservations early

1 INCH

Are Indispensable to
Guides-Campers-Canoeists-Tourists-Fishermen-Hunters-Salesmen

Have you ever wasted hours of a great fishing morning looking for an
old tote road that leads into a special trout pond? We have, and we
decided to do something about it.

We discovered maps for each county in the state that show
abandoned roads, new roads, ponds and streams. These maps are
made by Prentiss & Carlisle Co., Inc. of Bangor. We talked to Mr.
George Carlisle, president of the firm and asked him how these maps
came into being.

Prentiss and Carlisle has been in timber management since the Civil
War. Mr. Prentiss began it with his own property. With his retirement,
he passed the business on to his family. In 1924, the Prentiss family got
together with the Carlisles and the firm was incorporated.
As the firm’s operations expanded over the state, it became
necessary to record reports of the different land areas that detailed the
wilds more completely than road maps. As a result, Prentiss and
Carlisle found themselves in the map business as a by-product of
timber management. They take great care to up-date the maps regularly.

By special arrangement with Prentiss and Carlisle, we are able to
offer you a choice of these maps. It pleases us to be able to share this
discovery with you, and think you’ll find these maps as useful as we do.
—The Publishers.
ANDROSCOGGIN - KENNEBEC - SAGADAHOC - LINCOLN (On. Plan)...................... $2.00

AROOSTOOK NorthernPart

.................... $2.00

CUMBERLAND-YORK (OnePlan)
HANCOCK......... ........................
OXFORD

.................

........... ..$1.75

..$200
$1.75

AROOSTOOK Southern Part .................. $1.50
FRANKLIN......................................................... $1.75
KNOX....... .. .........

PENOBSCOT

$1.50

................................................. $2.00

PISCATAQUIS................................................. $2.00

SOMERSET....................................................... $2.00

WALDO

WASHINGTON

----------------------------------

$1.50

........................................... $2.00

COMPLETE SET - FLAT FOR MOUNTING..... .................... $13.00

MOOSEHEAD LAKE

$2.00

NOTE: These plans mounted together will give a State Map approx. 6' x 8'6’

MAINE RESIDENTS ADD 5% SALES TAX

Enclosed is $......... plus .50 postage and handling for:
QUAN.

MAP

SPORTING GOODS
DEALERS
You are invited to add WHITEWATER STREAMERS
to your inventory. A special advertising campaign
promoting the sale of these quality-tied specialty
flies in your store will be conducted in the Maine
Sportsman. For details concerning this exciting new
fly pattern and how you can participate in the sales
program, write or call:
*

Send to:
NAME ....................... .....................................................................................

ADDRESS ................................................... ............................. . ....................
___________ .........____________ _ ____ ZIP.............................................................

Harry Vanderweide, Box 365,

Augusta, Me

04330

Tel. 622-6408

Send to: Maine Sportsman, Box 507, Yarmouth, Maine 04096
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SEBOOMOOK WILDERNESS CAMPGROUND
on Moosehead Lake - Northwest Carry
Housekeeping Cabins
Store, Gas, LPGas&
Flying Service.
Campsites Also Available
on the Famous West Branch
of the Penobscot. Write

SEBOOMOOK WILDERNESS
CAMPGROUND
ROCKWOOD, MAINE

Open May 15
Thru Hunting Season

Greenville 695-2896

Fly in Wilderness Canoe Trips
Also Backpacking & Fishing Trips

Canoeing Weekender From $58.00

Moosehead Flying Service, Inc.
Fly Safely with Maine’s Only Lady Bush Pilot

TAXIDERMIST

William

Craig

“Specializing in

Continued from preceding page
Rabbit populations are high in
the north country. A friend of
mine who lives in Patten told
me recently he has killed 32
rabbits in one small area over a
period of several hunts, without
a dog. Imagine the excitement
this area could produce with a
couple of good beagles. Have
you experienced the thrill of
seeing several hares ahead of
your dog on one circle?

Joe Arsenault of my home
town was hunting with me once
and Sam had four rabbits ahead
of him. I heard Joe fire and
then he yelled, “I missed, he’s
headed your way. He fired
again and shortly took yet
another shot. Then I heard him
shout, “Holy smoke! How many
rabbits has that dog got going?
I fired at three and another one
just went by while I was reload
ing.”
P.S. Joe missed all four and
so did I. Sam was in good shape

and kept right on going. It was
a day to remember.

Harking back to the bird
hunting season, I received a
nice letter from Tim Barrows, a
young sportsman who lives in
Winthrop, Maine. Tim is a
springer spaniel enthusiast and
was pleased by the past sea
son’s performance of his yearold Missy so much that he plans to
get one of her sister’s pups. Wind
song Kennels in Augusta raises
this excellent line of springers.
Tim writes: We recorded a
total of 98 grouse flushes with
33 brought down; 83 woodcock
flushes and 21 brought down.
Never saw a pheasant. One day
at our camp in Rangeley we
flushed 31 woodcock. It was
October 5 and I couldn’t believe
it. Woodcock were every
where.”
Thanks for your letter, Tim.
Good luck with your new puppy.
Your shooting percentage is a
lot better than mine, especially

on grouse. Anytime you get
one-third of what you flush on
those babies you’re doing above
average.
Harry Peterson of Rockland,
Maine wasn’t as lucky as you Tim.
He hunted a total of 90 hours,
flushed 15 grouse, bagged 3;
flushed 11 woodcock and bagged
one. But he rated the season as
a good one. He owns an Irish
setter female with seven years
under her collar. She really
loves to retrieve, and even
takes to the water and retrieves
ducks. Harry adds that he also
shot four Wilson’s snipe, two
gray squirrels and a bufflehead
duck.
Finding game other hunters
shot and threw away along the
road was unpleasant and upset
ting to Harry. In one day he
picked up a hooded merganser
and a gray squirrel that were
discarded by hunters. I know
how you feel, Harry. This
condition exists in some places
and it is unfortunate.
Eat what you kill is my
motto.

★ (GUNS) ★

R.F.D. 1 Box 88
Etna, Maine
04434

Large selection of
new and used.

fish mounts”
Repair and Restoration
of old fish
mounts
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Tips On How To Start A Beagle
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Coyote Controversy Continues
February - the month for
salmon, smelts, tomcod and
pickerel. The month the “beagle
boys” come out in full force. If
the quotas aren’t filled, the cat
hunters will be found in the
woods. The marks of snowmobile tracks will criss cross
the fields and forests. The cross
country skiers and the snowshoers, who prefer the quiet of
the deep woods in winter, will
leave signs of their passing. The
fisherman will assemble his fly
rod to combat a case of cabin
fever. Yes, this is the month
that pauses before spring!
Ice fishing has been slow. A
few salmon have been taken
from Bog, Gardner’s and Cathance Lakes. Weather conditions
have l)een terrible and the ice
thickness has kept vehicles off.
I, for one, do not start ice
fishing until now. I must be
getting old; I prefer the longer,
warmer days* of February. It
wasn’t too many years ago the
ice fisherman had all his gear
on his back or dragged a tobog
gan behind him. Now-a-days
with snow travelers, you can set
up house-keeping. Power augers
have opened up larger areas to
fish quickly, and if the fishing is
slow, you can move to another
spot. After I have cut five holes
with an ice chisel, I’m reluctant
to move! Oh well, progress at
the expense of the fish.
The smelt shacks will soon be
a common sight on the Pleasant
and Harrington Rivers. I’m for
tunate to have access to a smelt
shack on the Harrington River
owned by Clyde Samuelson of
Columbia. If you have not been
fortunate enough to spend a tide
in a smelt shack, you have
missed a lot of winter fishing.
Down here in the old County,
the coyote controversy goes on.
I personally know two retired
Fish and Wildlife Wardens who
have entirely different ideas on
the coyote as a predator. Both
of these men spend many hours
every week in the woods. One of
these men states the coyotes
are accountable for many deer
kills. The other says there is

very little evidence to support
this theory. As a sportsman who
respects both of these men and
their judgments, who am I to
believe? The time is now for the
Fish and Wildlife Department to
form a field team and give the
hunter some hard facts. I would
like to see every warden in the
State, submit a report on the
coyotes in his district. This
information should then be com
piled and released so we as
hunters, know where we stand.
If the report is inconclusive
and does not prove the coyote is
affecting the deer herds - good.
But, if they are affecting the
deer herd, the Department
should recommend steps which
should be taken to eliminate
this problem. I personally do
not feel an animal as clever as
the coyote, which can adapt to
the severest adversity, will ever
be completely eliminated. May
be we won’t feel the need to if
they can be controlled by some
method. In my observations to
date, control is the best that
can be hoped for.
I received two books for
Christmas. One of these ‘Ana
tomy Of A Fisherman’ by Rob
ert Traver, has been re-pub
lished. I wish this had been
done sooner because this book
belongs in every true fisher
man’s library. First editions are
very valuable and almost im
possible to find. With this
second printing, you can now
own this book at a reasonable
price.
The other book I received was
‘In The Ring Of The Rise’ by
Vincent C. Marinaro. This book
is a classic and no true fly
fisherman should be without it.
I also received the book
‘Gnomes’, but that is another
story! I received everything
this year from Red Fox Urine
to a hand-crafted cherry wood
landing net. The spool of in
visible leader I received, I still
haven’t found!
One positive indication for
future Atlantic salmon fishing
occurred in October and No
vember. The Machias and East

Quality Flies • Fly-Tying Materials
Rods • Reels
Specialized
Material Service by a
Professional Tyer
• Free Catalog on Request

-Flies for Bangor Salmon Pool
-Large selection of Atlantic Salmon Flies
-Everything you need to tie Atlantic Salmon
Flies
-Large selection of casting and trolling
streamers
-Custom line of Graphite and Boron-

-Complete selection of Rod building
Materials and Kits

Retail • Wholesale

Competitive
Prices
Heating and
Cooling Economy

Lewis Kuniegel Co.
RFD #1, Saco, Me. 04072 Tel. 929-4003
Built by construction crews or do-it-yourself
I

I

Sherwood Chandler, Machias 04654
Machias Rivers were full of
adult salmon. At one time in
October there were 50-60 fish
just below the dam in East
Machias. I counted 15 fish in
one stretch on Old Stream in
early November.
One thing that has bothered
me most during the past year is
the increase in acreage being
posted. About the only land
between Northfield and Wesley
on Rte. 192 that isn’t posted is
land owned by the St. Regis
Paper Company. The amount of
land between Wesley and Bedd
ington on Rte. 9 that signs went
up on almost doubled from the
preceding year. It has been the
rule, not the exception in the
last few years, when land is
sold to non-residents, it is
almost immediately posted. The
anti-hunting element is appar
ently working this way!
Some of my predictions for
1979 in the hunting and fishing
fields are: the Atlantic salmon
catch will top that of last year.
The deer kill will drop again.
Coyotes will kill a domestic
animal in Washington County.
j Early trout fishing will be ter
rible due to high water. Bill
Peppard will be our new Com
missioner, Mickey Noble, Assis
tant Commissioner and John
Marsh as Chief Warden. A gal
will win the Machias Valley
Sportsman Club Fishing Derby
for Atlantic salmon. Partridge
and woodcock will again be
plentiful. The new regulations

on Atlantic salmon fishing will
be adopted. West Grand Lake
will have an outstanding year.
Gulls will become more numer
ous inland. There will be an
open season on moose (to enter
the lottery, it will be $5.00 with

the lucky winners paying $100
for their license.) The Maine
Sportsman will continue to
grow. Gardner’s Lake will give
up a seven-pound landlocked
salmon!!

EASTERN MASSACHUSETTS
Distributors Wanted
The Maine Sportsman is looking for people to
distribute. Good pay for a few hours work each
month.
Call or write
Irving Richardson, Publisher
Box 507
•
Yarmouth, Maine 04096 Tel. 207-846-9501
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WHITE BIRCH
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Ice Fishing Aroostook River
The Aroostook River is open
to ice fishing from the Sheriden
Dam in Ashland to where the
Presque Isle Stream enters the
river, just above Presque Isle.
A distance of about 45 miles as
the river flows. This section of
river touches three towns and is
within a 12-mile radius of about

half the county’s population.
The number of people here
totals approximately 110,000.
This river has a two-fish limit
on brook trout. One will also
catch yellow perch and suckers.
Successful fishermen use a #8
or #6 hook and fish with worms,
although many of the larger

------------------------------------------------------------------

Cut your next
heating bill in half!
Save as much as fifty percent on your
heating costs by installing a Kerr Wood
Furnace.The airtight, thermostatically
controlled Kerr Wood Furnace can be
installed in combination with your
present heating system.
Winter isn’t over yet and it's not too late
to save money by economically heating
your entire home with a Kerr Wood
Furnace.

Kerr Wood Furnace

The Block Stove Shop
Stocking 200 Stoves
Off Rte. 201
Vassalboro, Me.
1 -207-622-6040
Open Mon,-Sat. 9-5

1394 Lisbon St.
Lewiston, Maine
1 -207-784-6144
Open Tues.-Sat. 9 to 5

HOLT
FLYING
SERVICE
Moosehead Lake
Greenville, Me. 04441

WELCOME!

trout are caught using live min
nows. Sterling Gamblin has live
minnows for sale. He lives on
the Washburn Road in Presque
Isle overlooking the Aroostook
river. His phone number is
764-1478.
Some fishermen owe their
success to the small spinners
ahead of the bait, while others
claim to fill the limit without
the use of a spinner. Last year
large fish were taken with all
the baits mentioned. Nice trout
in the 2% to 3 pound class were
taken regularly.
Low water in the Aroostook
could be a boon to fishing this
season. My thinking is that in
winter fish congregate in the
deeper pools. Consequently, low
water will create fewer deep
pools, hence a greater number
of fish in these places. There
fore, fishing will either be hot
and you’ll limit quickly, or only
keep the hole free of ice.
Earlier I mentioned yellow
perch and suckers. All that will
be mentioned about suckers is
this reflection. The old timers
remember that as young men
they would net these fish from
the river in the spring while the
waters were cold. They were
stored in barrels. The heavily
salted, firm, white flesh would
provide low cost, high protein
meals as long as the supply
lasted. Now, we thumb our
noses at the thought of sitting to
a meal of sucker.
Yellow perch is a bony fish.
Average size between 6 and 10
inches. It will take a small
spinner, worms, dry and wet
flies as well. This fish is a good
fighter. The only draw-back to
this fish is that it’s full of
bones. The meat is snow white

and firm. If this fish is scaled
and cleaned, then either baked
or boiled whole, the meat will
fall away from the bones. The
flavor of this meat is delicious.
Try it.
In other words, although the
fish limit is decreasing, you can
still enjoy a good catch. I
realize no respectable fisher
men will boast the day’s catch
amounting to one 10-inch trout

Snowmobile Parties
To Ross Lake, the Allagash Lake Area

HOUSEKEEPING CABINS
or
MEALS FURNISHED
Snowmobile rentals at camp. Gas. Fish houses. Ice Fishing
Equipment Available. Fly-in service from Greenville. Call or
Write for Rates. Bud Holt, Owner & Pilot 207-695-2575.

CAP’N LARRY
is Central Maine’s
largest firearms
dealer
we will

BUY, SELL OR TRADE
See us now!
Cap’n Larry now
features the largest
inventory of rare
and collectible fire
arms. He will buy,
sell or trade

Clotl/s
EVERYTHING IN WOOD STOVES & FIREPLACE EQUIPMENT

Fisher - All Nighter - Crest - Better ‘N Ben’s
And Many More! Over 200 Stoves Ready for Sale

JFK Memorial Drive
Waterville, Maine 04901
Tel. 465-2217

MILO SPORT SHOP
West Main St., Milo, ME

943-7465

• Ice Fishing - Eska Mo power augers
& excellent selection of supplies and tackle

• Fly Tying Materials
• Warm Clothing & Boots - Quality brands
• Guns - Buy, Sell & trade
• Arlens Sno Thro - Sales & Service
• Starcraft Boats

• Johnson Outboards Sales & AA Service

SPORTS CENTER
65 Ntorth River Road
Auburn. Maine

Telephone: 782-6481

NON RESIDENT LICENSES

and three yellow perch 6, 7 and
11 inches respectively. But on
the dinner table they are equal
to or better than trout, depend
ing on one’s taste.
***
When I first started to ice fish
a friend showed me a very
simple way to make a tip up.
Most of the materials can be
found around the home.
Your list of materials will
include an inch board 2 feet*
long and 4 inches wide, 3 wire
staples, a piece of wire about 12
inches long, rigid enough to
hold a cloth flag 2x2 inches,
two springs from used ball point
pens, one 3 inch common nail,
one 2 inch common nail, and 7
washers.
The first step is to saw out
the arm. Dimensions are given
in the accompanying diagram.

I hear that a consulting firm
operating from Portland has
contacted the Northern Maine
Regional Planning Commission.
They propose to construct a
project report. The topic—the
feasibility of an Atlantic Salmon
fishery in the St. John River.
This survey will probably be all
inclusive. That means costly.
We don’t need to pay a con
sultant company to conduct a
survey. This state’s fisheries
biologists are quite capable of
putting a survey together, and
follow through with its enact
ment. Could it be that like
many agencies and commis
sions once started this one be
comes a self-perpetuating body?
Developing the need for continu
ance. I don’t say this is true of
the N.M.R.P., naturally, but I
do hope there is money avail
able for the unnecessary hiring
of this Portland company.
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Good Western Ice Fishing Spots
While much of the ice fishing
attention is given to the cold
water species, trout, salmori,
togue, and smelts many good
exciting days are spent fishing
for pickerel, perch and bass.
Some of the area lakes that can
provide good ice fishing for the
cold water species are, Moose
Pond in Bridgton, Lake Kezar
in Lovell, Hancock Pond in Den
mark, Norway Lake in Norway
and Thompson Lake in Oxford.
There are smaller ponds that
can also provide good fishing.
Check ice fishing regulations for
the names of some in this area.
Warmer water ponds that can

provide good ice fishing for
pickerel, bass, and perch in
clude Pleasant Pond in Den
mark, Lovewells Pond, Lower
Kezar Pond, and Charles Pond
in Fryeburg, the lower Bay of
Lake Kezar and Farrington
Pond in Lovell.
Reports coming from ice fish
ermen in the area indicate that
to date action has been rather
slow for togue and salmon but
the pickerel have been taking
hold pretty well. Harvey Walker
reported making some good
catches at Pleasant Pond in
Denmark.
Lovewells Pond has also pro
duced some good catches of
pickerel and an occasional
brown trout. Some years ago an
initial stocking of brownies was
made in this body of water, and
some good catches have been
reported the past couple of
years. Mayo Cram of Fryeburg
has been fishing Lake Kezar in
Lovell. He reports taking smelts
and a number of small togue
around the 14 inches in length.
The legal length is 16 inches so
these fish were returned to
grow for another year.
I would be interested in hear
ing about any good catches
made from ponds and lakes in
the area. Just call my house
and leave word or drop me a
note in the mail. Pictures of
catches would be of value if you
wish to send them to me. The
dead line for getting my ma
terial in is the 10th of each month,
month.
Since the first of the new year
I have not had a chance to go
rabbit hunting, but prior to that
time I was able to make a
couple trips afield. The fresh
Snows that fell in late Decem
ber indicated by the number of
tracks and the ease with which
rabbits were started by the

hounds, that if conditions per ahead for the next indentation
mit it should be a good year for in the snow.
the rabbit hunters.
Mild days with warm sun
Whenever sportsmen get to shine and a soft powder snow
gether for a hunt with hounds that will not cling to the palm
the number one question prior of your hand when flattened out
to the start of the day’s hunt is
and pressed into it seem to
how are the scenting conditions provide the best early winter
going to be. Scent is a very conditions for scent. During a
interesting phenomenon. The snow storm is also a good time,
ability of a hound to tell which but it is sometimes hard to
way his quarry has gone and to start a rabbit under these con
take the track the right direc ditions. Later in the winter, late
tion is one of the mysteries of February or March, the sun
scent. Why is it some days the starts to get higher in the sky
running is good and other days and the days warm up makes a
it is poor? This no doubt has to good time for hunting rabbits.
be the effect of atmospheric Scenting conditions are usually
conditions on scent. For those pretty good and traveling over
familiar with hounds, particu the hard packed snow makes
larly rabbit hounds, you can
the going easy for both the
find days when hounds can run
hunter and the hound. At this
head high and other days they
time of year the rabbits are
can’t get their heads off the
starting to mate and generally
ground and will move only at a
travel in pairs. Sometimes this
walk. Good, smart hounds can
can provide exciting shooting.
recognize conditions and adjust
This is also a good time to run
the way they pursue their
hounds as a pack. A good pack
quarry to fit conditions. Others
of three or four beagles in hot
can cause constant frustration
pursuit of a rabbit on good
for the hunter by switching
running conditions can really
from rabbit to rabbit and never
provide exciting hound music,
really pursuing any of them
as well as good shooting.
long enough for the hunter to
FISH AND GAME CLUB NEWS
get in on the circle and get a
Larry Austin from the
shot. Hounds also vary in their
Thompson Lake Fish and Game
ability to smell scent. Some
Club of Oxford called to an
have a good nose, others have
nounce that his club will be
mediocre noses and some
couldn’t smell a beef steak on a
holding an Ice Fishing Derby
starting at midnight February 3,
living room floor. Hounds with
running until midnight Febru
super noses seem to do quite
well under adverse conditions,
ary 11. Trophies will be the
prizes for the largest pickerel,
but when good conditions are
bass, trout, salmon and cusk. A
encountered they seem to make
junior trophy will also be
more mistakes. By mistakes I
awarded for the largest fish
mean rerunning the old lines,
caught by anyone fifteen or un
back tracking, etc. This is
der. Anyone wishing to enter
where the intelligence of a
can do so at either the Landing
hound comes into play. Smart
or Outpost in Oxford. Be sure to
hounds use their eyes as well as
save your ticket stub. You
their nose. How many times
might be the lucky winner of a
have you seen a smart rabbit
cash prize in the raffle. Anyone
hound running a rabbit track in
a fresh snow by sight. His head
who enters is eligible for the
drawing.
is up and constantly looking

LINCOLN’S CAMPS
Insulated Cabins on the shores of
MOOSEHEAD LAKE
Automatic Heat-Hot Water
Ice Fishing for Salmon, Trout, Togue, Cusk
Snowmobiling, Short Drive to Ski Slopes
P.O. Box 295, Rockwood, Me. 04478
Telephone 207-534-7741

Everything For The
Outdoorsman

Sporting Goods
and Sportswear
223 Main Street
Norway, Maine
(207) 743-6602

Guns Bought, Sold
Traded.
Black Powder, Firearms
and Supplies
Pendleton, Woolricn, Maine Guide
Bass Footwear

Western
Regional
Bob Sanderson
Box 89, Fryeburg 04037
The Maine Bird Dog Club
took another giant step forward
in the realization of their pro
ject on the Brownfield Game
Management Area. A five acre
field has been cleared out of the
scrub oaks, red pine, grey birch
and poplar. Come spring this
field will be fertilized, and seed
ed with a highway mix which
consists of timothy, clover and
rye grasses to provide feed for
the wild life abundant in the
area.
The Fryeburg Fish and Game
Association held its monthly
meeting January 8 at the Snow
School with 25 members pres
ent. Harold Sanborn gave a pre
liminary report on the deer sur
vey to date. Much of the infor
mation obtained from hunters
who spent some time hunting
this area last November refutes
the Department’s reasons for
the lack of hunter success this
past season. A complete report
in this column will be forthcom
ing when the survey is com
plete.
This year we will be having
many new bills coming before
the Fish and Game Committee
hearings and the legislature.

Every sportsman should try to
make these hearings and ex
press his opinion either pro or
con for the prospective bills.
Watch the papers for hearing
dates and contact your local
state representative and have
him send you copies of all pro
spective bills that are coming
up.
All sportsmans organizations
should have their local state
representatives send them
copies of bills as they are print
ed so they can be brought up at
club meetings, opinions voted
on and then passed on to the
proper representative so a
club’s opinion will get aired at
the hearing on the bill. The
Department of Inland Fisheries
and Wildlife is run by the dol
lars from resident and non resi
dent sportsmen. Our opinions
should be of value in its oper
ations, so let’s make them
known.

WANTED
Bobcat-Beaver-Otter
Randall’s Fur Co.
East Winthrop, Maine
Contact: Bill Randall
Route 202
East Winthrop, Me. 04343

623-9955
395-4622
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Coastal Smelt Fishing Underway
Villages composed of small
rectangular smelt camps, built
sturdy but light to facilitate
mobility, have sprung up on the
Eastern, Cathance and other
rivers emptying into the Atlan
tic. No matter what time of the
day you choose, the smell of
wood smoke and voices will fill
the air. Local smelt fishermen
have had their ups and downs,
with fish willing to strike bait,
during most stages of the tide.
June Clark, of Portland trav
elled to Bowdoinham upon the
first formation of river ice and
had a good evening catching
almost 100 smelt. It is not
unusual to have a couple of hot
lines that produce most of the
time.
When I spoke with Arthur
Blood who resides at lake St.
George State Park, the ice fish
ing season for cold water spe
cies was only a couple of weeks

old. No one had taken any
trophy fish through the ice, but
Arthur had noted far more an
glers on the ice this season than
any of his past 11 years at the
lake. The water level had not
been noticeably affected by last
year’s drought. Fishermen were
having pretty good luck with
salmon and a number were
taking 16-inch brook trout.
For a couple of days in Janu
ary he described an unusual
occurance, when local anglers
took both needle-nose and jack
smelt in just two or three feet
of water, only ten to fifteen feet
off shore.
It has been a good season up
to this point for snowshoe hares.
Shallow snow depths and the
formation of crusts inland have
been favorable for traveling
beagles. In fact, each year
snowshoe hares can usually be
found in good number through-

The Number One
Pontiac-GMC Dealer

in Maine"
List price
$8205.30

STK#
79-G48

GMC
1979 Caballero

SAVE $1384.00
Includes: two tone paint, power door locks & windows,
tinted glass, floor mats, air conditioning, console, Laredo
decor pkg., Auto., 350 4bbl V-8, tilt wheel, power steering,
WL steel belted radials, H.D. Battery, guages, door edge
guards, auto, speed control, H.D. radiator, bumper guards,
22 gal. fuel tank, aux. lighting, blue custom bucket seats,
light blue & med. blue and many other value features.

out the coastal region, affording
an enjoyable outdoor recreation
al activity.
In southern coastal areas the
range of the cottontail will over
lap that of its larger northern
cousin. If you see what appears
Daniel Nein
to be a brown snowshoe travel
ling across the snow it is prob
133 Bridgeton Road
ably a cottontail. The color of
Westbrook 04091
the cottontail’s fur does not
change with the different sea
sons. The cottontail is a true
rabbit while the snowshoe is
and Bob Foye, cordially accept
not. The gestation period of the trial by the American Kennel
ed invitations and their sugges
cottontail is a little shorter than Club with approval from Ameri
tions were greatly valued.
the snowshoe. The young are can Brittany Club. They must
born in a nest rather than a now sponsor two successfullyIt was decided that requests
depression in the ground which sanctioned trials six months
would be made to submit a bill
is all that is necessary for the apart, in addition to demon
strating that the club is active
to appeal or amend the public
hare. The young cottontails are
and
viable.
At
that
point,
AKC
law
regulating one day bass
hairless and blind at birth,
will grant permission to hold a
tournaments, and also one that
while the young of the snowshoe
licensed trial and their pro would remove the weight re
are born fully furred and with
visional status will be changed strictions on black bass.
their eyes open.
permanent by American Brit
The snowshoe will instinctive
tany.
David Barnes, a personable
ly travel in irregular circles
while the cottontail will seek the
By invitation from the Bruns young professional bass fisher
safety of an underground den
wick-based Pine Tree Bass man was in attendance during
the proceedings. Dave has fish
when pursued.
masters and their P.R. man
Miro Zieba; I attended a meet ed many bass tournaments in
The Central Maine Brittany
ing and dinner at the Laurel the Northeast. He shared a few
Spaniel Club has been steadily
classic fishing experiences with
Lea Motor Lodge in Bridgton.
growing in membership as in
a number of us and referred to
My compliments to the chef for
terest has been generated
the tremendous roast beef din a couple of ponds where he
among the state’s Brittany fan
feels a new state record is
ner.
Representatives from all
ciers.
waiting.
five
Maine
Bass
Clubs:
Pine
Harry Lishewski, club presi
Tree
Bassmasters,
Pine
Tree
dent is pleased with the club’s
A bill is presently before the
progress. Harry recalled No Bass Casters, Kennebec Valley
legislature that will increase the
Bassmasters,
Western
Maine
vember 14, last year the state
Bassmasters, and Riverbend price of the Atlantic Salmon
club was granted provisional
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Scout Terral

PONTIAC CENTER
INC.
Remember Nobody Beats A Pontiac Center
Deal!
Pontiac — GMC
279 Center St. Auburn
Tel. 784-6444

DON’T GET CAUGHT
WITH YOUR POWER DOWN!
BE READY FOR ELECTRIC EMERGENCIES

Come to or call THE LEEN COMPANY
For an ONAN Generator Set
Before the next power outage

A ball on the weekend.
There’s one pickup out there that plays as hard as It works.
Scout Terra — the four-wheel drive pickup that man
handles mud, snow and sand.
Terra combines a six-foot cargo bed with a 2000-lb. pay
load. And has mbre lockable in-cab storage space than any
standard size pickup.
Come see us about a Scout Terra. One test drive is all it
takes.
Down East International Trucks Inc.

35 Bedford Street
Portland, Maine
Telephone 772-7448
Located next to U of Maine

...keeping the promise
of power on demand

THE LEEN COMPANY
Portland
52 Union St.
774-6266

Brewer
54 Wilson St.
989-7363

Morrison Motors Inc.
2 River Road
Mexico, Maine
Telephone 364-3777

Scout

leads the way.
ih.
WTBttttnMUU. ■AMVMVBI

Morrison & Sylvester Inc.
1175 Minot Avenue
Auburn, Maine
Telephone 783-8549

HI
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Princeton Has Most Guides
It took more than 11 hours of
cramp-inducing writing to com
pile the list of guides here in
Maine and the original estimate
by department officials of over
1,500 license holders can now be
estimated in the neighborhood
of 1,250 to 1,300. As you might
imagine, they encompass the
length and breadth of the state
but I would say the town of
Princeton probably has more
guides than any other town or
city, followed closely by the
little town of Allagash.
The honor for the most popu
lar name, as you probably
guessed, goes to the Smiths.
There are also 26 non-resident
guides and ope alien guide.
Now comes the chore of get
ting letters and questionaires to
all of them. I have to commend
the Fish and Wildlife Depart
ment for their kindness and
cooperation in helping me com
pile the list, with a special
thanks to Ginny Cote and Lil
lian Belden for their assistance.
It was nice to renew acquaint
ances with Warden Lt. Leonard
Ritchie while there too.

An interesting bit of informa
tion gained while there was the
fact that the department is now
publishing a wild game cook
book. It’s a nice little publica
tion cram full of mouth-water
ing recipes. Entitled “The
Maine Way,” it is a compilation
of recipes covering everything
from eels and snapping turtles
to woodcock and bear. The
recipes came from all over and
were collected and compiled by
two of our warden’s wives, Judy
Marsh and Carole Dyer. The
book is just off the press and is
available through the mail at $3
per copy or over the counter at
the F & W Dept at $2.50. The
publication is being sold at a
break-even price by the Depart
ment and is not intended as a
money maker. So, if you’ve
wondered how to roast a musk
rat, make venison jerky or cook
trout with mushrooms, here’s
your chance to find out.

I read somewhere recently
that they have instituted a pro
gram in Washington state re
quiring the training of trappers
in humane, safe and proper
techniques. All new trappers
and those under 18 must present
a certificate of such training
when making application for a
license. Instruction will come
from experts within the state
trapper’s organizations, which
makes you wonder if it might
not be wise for our trappers to
consider such a move and pos
sibly head off more restrictive
legislation by Amory’s Friends
of Animals, Betty White, Mary
Tyler Moore or some of those
other misinformed souls with
money to bum.
Peter Durrell of Farmington
had the pleasure of scoring on
his first elk hunt in Colorado
this past fall. Peter was the
guest of local Key-Loc homes
contractor Willard Hatch. Peter
downed a young bull, but Wil
lard passed up several cows
and small bulls looking for the
trophy bull, as he has for the
past few years.
It’s now official, Pearson’s
Sporting Goods store in Farm
ington is under new ownership.
Ted York and his wife Pat are
the new owners. Ed and Ethel
Pearson started the business
back in 1947. They went through
5 moves and a disastrous fire
during their career. Ed was
formerly a warden with the old
Maine Department of Fish and
Game, a position he held until
retirement in 1947. Ted and Pat
took over the business back in
the late summer, but the red
tape involved in getting a feder
al firearms license and other
technicalities forbid public an
nouncement until recently. Ted
has instituted new store hours
and they are now open for
4 business on seven days a week.
In addition to the usual inven
tory of sporting goods and cloth
ing, the store stocks a large
display of yams and crafts. The
business will remain at its pres
ent location on the Mt. Blue
High School road, just a half

FIREARMS SPECIALIST

mile off Routes 2 & 4. Ed and
Ethel have no definite plans for
the future except to do a lot of
hunting and fishing and maybe
a little travelling. But Ethel
says “not too far.” We want to
wish both Ed and Ethel a lot of
enjoyment in their much de
served retirement and Ted and
Pat lots of success in their new
business venture.
Latest word reaching this
desk concerning the woodcock
eye problem comes from Peter
Cross, regional game biologist
in Farmington. Peter reports
extensive testing of the birds
submitted for autopsy showed
nearly 90% was due to shot
damage. Only two of the birds
tested did not have shot damage
but as yet the exact cause of
those two cases has not yet
been determined. Extensive
testing was also done in neigh
boring New Brunswick this fall
where they employed a mobile
laboratory that went into the
field to get sample birds as
soon as they were shot. The
Canadian reports add further
credence to our own biologist’s
reports as their findings ran
about 90% damage from shot
gun pellets. If all this is fact,
then it’s good news! Perhaps
now the powers in Augusta will
see fit to give us the September
opening many of us want.
Back in my September ’78
column I reported the miscon
ception involved in the winter
feeding of deer. It seems that
some of the boys in the Rangeley Guides and Sportsman’s

D.L. Fleury’s Sporting Goods Inc.
David L. Fleury
(Where The “Bomb Shell” is at)
Rt 202, Winthrop, Maine 04364

Mon-T ues-Thurs-Friday
207-377-8277
10:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m.
SEND FOR FREE ICE FISHING
Wednesday
CATALOG, Available Soon, Ziffy +
6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. Eskimo Power Augars, Snow Shoes,
Saturday & Sunday
Pack Baskets Etc. I Will
10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
ShipByU.P.S.

Phil Foster Box 672
Farmington 04938
Association have investigated
the matter to great length and
found that the information I
reported was true. They have
now undertaken a program of
trying to educate the public to
the fact that winter feeding of
deer a diet of anything but their
natural food, i.e., cedar and
other browse, can be a death
knell for them.
Biologists from Fish and
Wildlife attended the January
meeting in Rangeley to back up
the findings.
The thought, effort and money
utilized in feeding grain and
hay to deer in the winter time

is commendable, but, as stated
earlier, it can cause their death.
The deer’s digestive system is
not able to accomodate these
foods and while the deer will
eat it, it does them no good
nutritionally for a considerable
period of time. It takes a period
of about two months for their
body chemistry to make the
necessary change before the
food does them any good. In the
meantime they can starve to
death with a full stomach. Win
ter feeding of deer can be done
effectively but it involves cut
ting cedar or other natural

Continued on next page

Snowmobile In The Rangeley Region
Over 100 Miles of Groomed
Trails
Housekeeping Cottages on
Rangeley Lake
Located on Main Snowmobile
Trail

FLYBUSK
CAMPS

PACKAGE PLAN,GROUP RATES
GUIDE AVAILABLE

Bob & Cecile Paradis, Oquossoc, Me. 04964 Tel. 864-5575

FISH FOR

ATLANTIC SALMON
IN QUEBEC
ENJOY 3 OR 6 DAYS FISHING ON THE WORLD FAMOUS
MATAPEDIA and/or RESTIGOUCHE SALMON
RIVERS.
Experienced Guide - Canoe and Shore Fishing - Good Food,
Comfortable Accommodations - Transportation While There.
PKG #1: 3 Days For 1 Person
4 Nites Motel, 3 Days Meals, Non-Resi
dent License, Daily Rod Permits, Ser
vices of Guide with 22’ Canoe & Motor.

ALL INCL.

Browning, Weatherby, Remington, plus all other makers.
Rifles, shotguns and pistols. New and Used.
Complete line of Black powder Guns and Accessories.
Reloading Equipment, I stock many Ruger No 1. & 3 Rifles.
Many S&W, Colt and Ruger Handguns.

Rangeley
Franklin Co

*500.

PKG #2: 6 Days For 1 Person
7 Nites Motel, 6 Days Meals Non-Resi
dent License, Daily Rod Permits, Ser
vices of Guide with 22’ Canoe & Motor.

ALL INCL.

*975.

PKG #3: 3 Days For 2 People
4 Nites Motel, 3 Days Meals, 2 Non-Resi
dent Licenses, 6 Daily Rod Permits, Ser
vices of Guide with 22’ Canoe & Motor.

ALL INCL.

*795.

PKG #4: 6 Days For 2 People
7 Nites Motel, 6 Days Meals, 2 Non-Resi
dent Licenses, 12 Daily Rod Permits, Ser
vices of Guide with 22’ Canoe & Motor.

ALL INCL.

*1525.

....50% DEPOSIT - BALANCE PRIOR TO JUNE 1ST....
RESERVATIONS TRANSFERABLE BUT NON-REFUNDABLE. . . .
Booking Now For Mtd-June To July 30th On First Com* First Served Basis........ Ladles Welcome, No Children Under
12 Yrs . . . Fly Fishing Only . .
FOR RESERVATIONS & INFORMATION CALL

PHIL FOSTER
TRANSPORTATION
TO & FROM QUEBEC
NOT INCLUDED.

Guide & Outfitter
TACKLE NOT
Farmington, Maine—
FURNISHED BUT

PHONE:

207-778-3636

AVAILABLE FOR
RENT
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Princeton Has Most Guides
Continued from preceding page
browse and hauling it into the
yard, and if it is determined
that a bunch of wintering deer
do need the help, this is the re
commended procedure.
To an Atlantic Salmon fisher
man, owning a Bogdan reel is
like a car buff’s owning a

vintage Rolls Royce, the ulti
mate! I recently had the oppor
tunity to travel to Nashua,
N.H., and to meet Stanley Bog
dan, the man responsible for
what is unquestionable the fin
est fly reel in the world! Stan is
a vibrant (if you can call a man
vibrant) outgoing, super-talent

HUNTING DOG

TRAINING CLINIC
Methods of training hunting dogs during winter weather
Bring your dog. Any hunting breed welcome
Discussion and demonstrations on pointing, steadiness
to wing and shot, retreiving and obedience.
Guest speakers and experienced trainers on hand.
MERRYMEETING SPORTSMAN CLUB
FORESIDE ROAD
TOPSHAM, MAINE
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 25,1979
10 AM to 2 PM
$2.00 PER PERSON
Sponsored by the North American Versatile
Hunting Dog Association
For further information call Blaine Carter 725-8229

WINTER SPORTS
ENTHUSIASTS
Looking for.
• ice fishing traps
• line
• sounders
•day packs
• sleeping bags
• boots
• vests

B.A.
M.
C.

THEN VISIT

ARCHIES
182 Water St. Augusta

EFFICIENT
WOOD HEAT YOU CAN SEE.
And circulated hot air you can’t.
The Russo High-Heat Series
wood stove has a large view
ing area that lets you watch
the fire, and a quiet blower
system that circulates heated
air throughout your home for
efficient, draft-free heating.
Several models are available,
see them all at your dealer.

JAMISON KITCHENS ENERGY DIVISION
172 Pleasant St.
Brunswick, Me. 04011
Tel. [207] 725-8784
We feature:
*
Fisher, Russo, Scandia, Insulated Chimney Systems, Glass Fireplace Fronts,
Fireplace and Woodstove Accessories

COMPLETE INSTALLATIONS AVAILABLE

I

ed man who is, as you’d expect,
a devout salmon fisherman.
Stan has been making reels for
nearly 20 years and unless you
own, or have had the chance to
examine one of his reels, you
cannot begin to appreciate what
a precision, functional master
piece of simplicity his reels are.
They are truly the work of a
master craftsman.
Stan and his 30 year old son
Steve run the complete opera
tion in a 15 x 15 foot area in the
building housing the Nashua
Industrial Machine Shop. When
you walk into the area you can’t
believe that such a masterful
piece of mechanical ingenuity
can be turned out in such a
location.
I’d envisioned a small shop
with maybe a half dozen em
ployees working at various jobs
machining and assembling the
reels. Not so. Stan and Steve do
it all. And I mean just that!
They machine and make every
part that goes into the reel,
with the exception of two
screws and two small coil
springs. They do however have
to send the frame and spools
out to be anodized. There were
nearly 50 reels in progress when
I was there, laid out systemati

cally on a 4x4 board in the
middle of the work area, and
when I asked Stan how many
parts were in the reel he re
plied, “I don’t know and don’t
want to” whereupon he showed
me a schematic drawing with
the obvious but unspoken invita
tion to count them if I wished. I
didn’t! The shop has four.small
lathes and a couple of drill
presses that constitute the ma
chinery inventory. Even after
spending several hours with this
personable man, it’s hard to
believe such a fine product can
be made in such an unpreten
tious location.
Stan said his formal education
didn’t extend beyond high
school, but that he inherited the
ability to work with his hands
from his father. I allowed that
it was obvious he also inherited
a considerable amount of gray
matter to go along with it.
Getting a reel from S. E.
Bogdan isn’t easy. Production is
limited as you can well ima
gine. Every part is meticulously
hand made and polished and a
great deal of affection and pride
goes into every reel. More im
portantly, they can only be
purchased on a direct basis. It’s
easy to understand why he does

not choose, or have to deal with
retailers. Stan will not sacrifice
quality for more production. He
has a good life and he gets to
do plenty of salmon fishing on
the very best waters. And if
that ain’t the good life, then you
tell me what is.

A Bogdan reel is not inexpen
sive. They average around $200
a piece. But when one considers
it is a lifetime investment with
the precision of a fine watch
and the guts to take the abuse
given a Sherman tank, then you
know it’s money well invested.
There just isn’t any other reel
like a Bogdan whether it’s for
trout or thd lordly Atlantic Sal
mon. But to subdue a salmon
with a lesser reel is almost
sacrilege. As an added benefit
to the trip to Nashua we had
the pleasure of meeting Mr.
Lester Gidge, one of our Maine
Sportsman subscribers and a
fellow Woodcock hunter. Mr.
Gidge owns and operates a
massive machine shop complex
in the same building Bogdan
reels are made. Another selfmade man with a very interest
ing background who loves to
hunt and fish in Maine, but
that’s another story.

Mass. Outdoor Exposition Set
Ready for its third success
ful year and bigger than ever,
the Eastern Fishing & Outdoor
Exposition scheduled at the
Sheraton Exhibit Center in Box
borough, Mass., March 14-18, is
still one of a kind.
Two years ago this show
started a revolution in the kinds
of exhibits and program offered
area sportsmen by deliberately
setting out to produce some
thing different; a totally pure
show — all fishing and hunt
ing exhibits — no hoopla, no
carnivals, no hard-sell peddlers
or kitchen gadgetry, no circus
acts. Just equipment and help
ful information of interest to
serious outdoorsmen, both ex
perts and novices...and the
largest and most complete
series of seminars and clinics

by local and national experts.
It proved to be a winning
formula — this year’s show is
more extensive and complete
than ever, with major manu
facturers exhibiting aisle after
aisle of their full lines of the
latest rods, reels, lines, lures
and accessories for both fresh
and saltwater, plus boats, mo
tors, guides, outfitters, lodges,
hunting equipment and the lead
ing sportsmen’s organizations
including many exhibitors from
Maine.
Easy accessibility is a major
advantage of the Eastern Fish
ing & Outdoor Exposition. Away
from the city traffic hassle, it’s
right at Exit 28 on Interstate
495 at the junction with Route
111 in Boxborough, Mass. That’s
about 10 miles south of Lowell,

BOB’S TACKLE SHOP
Smelts, Shiners, and
Tommy Cods
88 Newbury St.,
Auburn — Tel. 782-7371

or 11 miles north of Marlboro.
The Sheraton Exhibit Center/
Sheraton Inn has superb eating
facilities and there are a num
ber of other restaurants within
a few minutes drive.
Hours for the Eastern Fishing
& Outdoor Exposition are 2-10
p.m. Wednesday through Fri
day, March 14-16; 10 a.m. to
10 p.m. Saturday, March 17;
and noon to 7 p.m. Sunday,
March 18. Parking is free.

Did You Know....
According to the latest statis
tics published by the National
Safety Council, accidental
deaths from firearms in public
places, including hunting acci
dents, were down 11 percent in
1972 from 1971. Of the nine
types of mishaps listed under
the “Public Accidents” heading,
fatal firearms accidents showed
the largest decrease.

***

In 1970 over one million boys
and girls between the ages of 9
and 11 went hunting.

RUSTIC LOG FURNITURE
Durability and quality craftmanship at a reasonable price. Uniquely
designed and finished in carefully selected, beautifully grained white
cedar.
Special Sizes-Custom Made
Free delivery in Maine — 10% Discount for cash and carry
Open Mon. and Thurs. 9:00 to 8:00: Tues. Wed. Fri. and Sat. 9:00 to 5:00

Dining Rooms:
Bedrooms:
Livingrooms:

NORTHERN FURNITURE DESIGNS, INC.
“The Finest in White Cedar Furniture”
377 Cumberland Avenue
Portland, Maine Tel. 772-5268

Send for
Free Catalog
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Red Rascal of the Tree Tops
When I was an eleven year
old tad, a Maine sportsman who
I guessed to be about 75 years
of age, but was probably only
60, taught me to plug fish with
his level-wind bait casting reel.
Since I managed a horrendous
back lash every other flip, we
had ample time to talk while we

took turns pulling out the
snarls.
After he had rinsed his tonsils
with several malt beverages he
became expansive and philoso
phized about his outdoor experi
ences. Not many men want a
pesty kid hanging around when
they go outdoors. Besides, he
had lived all those hunting and
fishing adventures a boy
dreams about, so I gave him
my undivided attention.
One day the mosquitoes were
particularly hungry. I complain
ed about their kamikaze attacks
on us. He looked at me thought
fully, then explained, “Boy,
everything on God’s green earth
was put here for a purpose.”
Not having reached the age
when I would know everything
and could argue like a Philadelphia lawyer, I just nodded in
wise agreement, not really
understanding his gist.
Well, I still haven’t figured
out why the supreme architect
of the cosmos created all those

awful arthropods, yet observa
tion clearly teaches us that
most organisms do fit neatly
into the ecosystem.
The animal well suited to
make my point is the red squir
rel. Scientifically tagged Tamiasciurus hudsonicus, this little
gnawing rodent probably will

never make anyone’s list of top
10 favorite mammals. Myself, I
have a soft spot for the old red
head. His cousins all have dis
tinctive attributes or qualities
that endear them to Maine
sportsmen. The clever eastern
chipmunk has shared many a
lunch with outdoorsmen. Their
antics around summer camps
amuse and entertain young and
old alike. The southern flying
squirrel, although primarily
nocturnal, provides us occasion
al glimpses of what it must be
like to fly or at least glide. The
grey is wary quarry and fine
eating. Say something positive
about the red squirrel you ask.
Well, here goes.
This diminutive nutcracker
has probably planted more

trees in Maine than GeorgiaPacific. They are the Johnny
Appleseeds of the animal king
dom. Although they eat most
any type of food found on their
home territory such as mush
rooms, fruits, farm crops and
sap, they prefer seeds and nuts.
If food is plentiful, red will cut
green cones, nuts, and also
seeds from hardwoods in their
areas. When these fall to the
forest floor, they are cached
underground in subterranean
storehouses. If the supply is
limited that season or the squir
rels are hungry, they strip the
scales from the cones of coni
fers and eat the seeds beneath.
Those seeds that are missed are
scattered by the elements to
sprout when conditions are opti
mum. When the area is cut
over, the sunlight can then pen
etrate to start the germination
process.
Some edibles are hauled into
the tree tops to be consumed at
the squirrel’s leisure. Last fall
while hunting in a thick patch
of spruce-fir, I was almost
beaned by a large apple. Step
ping back and peering up into
the canopy, I saw a red squirrel
staring back at me. A long hike
up the tree with a heavy load
for naught.
Considering there may be 5 to
10 reds per acre in good habitat
you see the possibilities for
planting and scattering enor
mous amounts of seeds and
nuts, including some valuable
wildlife shrubs.
Are you good in the woods?
Well, if you are anything like
me you can use all the practice
at carefully approaching game
you can get. Try to get close to
a nut cracker by stalking. It
may stand you in good stead
when the season for the antler
ed one begins.
Red squirrels prefer the ever
green forests, but hardwoods
are utilized as well. Hence the
entire state provides good habi
tat for the “boomer”, as they
are sometimes called.

Maine

Wildlife
By
Ken Smith
doesn’t agree. She considers the
red a trophy. She must, because
whenever I take her hunting
that’s all she ever locates. I can
say the following without fear of
contradiction: we have one of
the finest red squirrel dogs in
the area. Some fly tyers utilize
their tail for streamers and a
few artificial lure manufac
turers will pay a few cents for
this portion of their anatomy.
Reds used to be snared in
Canada, but for what purpose I
can’t say. Perhaps some reader
could enlighten me.

These characters, unlike their
chipmunk cousins, don’t hiber
nate. They are active all year
long. They breed twice a year,
once in late winter and again in
early summer. Litters average
5 young, so in 4 short years, a
breeding pair could conceivably
create a population of 2,000 or
so rodents if all the offspring
survived. Since they can live 8
to 10 years in the wild that’s
one hell of a lot of squirrels.
What happens then to keep us
from being overwhelmed with
Continued on next page

Anderson’s East Grand Camps
Formerly Known As
LOU’S EAST GRAND CAMPS
Greenland Cove, Danforth, Me. 04424
Housekeeping Camps—Modern Conveniences
Boats—Motors—Guides—Non-Res.-licenses
Call or Write
Vernal Anderson
11 Main St.
East Millinocket, Maine 04430
Tel. 207-746-5640
Open April 1 — Taking Reservations Now

WE TALK
TRUCK!
1979 CHEVY 4x4

Since they are too small to be
considered a game animal and
their fur is of no value, sciurus
has little prestige with Maine
sportsmen. Our family dog

CENTRAL MAINE
TAXIDERMY SCHOOL
Classes Begin
In April
And September

k *

YOUR BIGGER DOLLAR DEALER
LIST PRICE $6,968.90

T^cXoi

YOU GET ALL THIS
Brand new 1979 Chevy V> ton 4 x 4. 250 CIO. 4.1 litre 3 spped Power steering,
antlcorroeion treatments Power flow thru ventilation. Roof Drip Moldings. Double
Wall construction.

NOUS PARLONS FRANCAIS

Paul Cantin
If Interested Please Call
RT. 32
SOUTH CHINA, MAINE 04989
PHONE: 207-445-2786
TAXIDERMIST-DAVE COTE

445-2786

CHEVROLET
If at any time you are not fully satisfied
please come In and see me personally.
I’m here all the time.
Paul R. Cantln

Taxidermist, David Cote

$5506.98

Your Choice

946 Center St. Auburn

784-4035
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714 Water St., Gardiner

BUTCH’S

Red Rascal of the Tree Tops

582-3790

FLY SHOP

custV?nmgfly

FISHERMEN AND FLY TYERS WELCOME
FREE FLY TYING HELP
STREAMERS — DRYS — WETS
Salmon and Mackeral
Flies and Jigs

COMPLETE DOG KENNELS
Manufactured to your specs.
• Free Estimates
• Shipped Anywhere
• Easy to Assemble
Also strike cages for the front of
your vehicle

HARDWICK FENCE CO.
Division of Hardwick Corporation

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 28, Palmyra, Maine Tel. 938-2611
Visit Our Show Room in Palmyra, Maine

WARD’S FUR CO.

Waterville - Fairfield Center Rd.
Fairfield, Maine

Continued from preceding page
red rodents? Simple, and this
goes back to my basic premise.
Red squirrels are very impor
tant to members of the ecosys
tem since they are involved in
the food chains of so many
animals we value.
Hawks, owls, foxes, coyotes,
bobcats, raccoons, fisher, mar
ten, weasel, mink, even reptiles
and fish all enjoy dining on
“chickaree”. Since the home
territory of a red is about the
size of several football fields,
predators know where to dine.
I spent a summer in the
White Mountains doing research
on the bobcat. This was B.C.
(before coyotes). The bobcat at
that time was touted as the
major predator of deer. The
hair and bone fragments from

their droppings I analyzed
under a microscope indicated
that the red squirrel composed
65% of the cat’s food supply.
About 10% contained deer hair.
I satisfied myself that in that
area cats were not a major
predator of deer.
Grey squirrels will exhibit
occasional lemming-like migra
tions, during which thousands
are killed. Cousin red hangs
close to home not demonstrat
ing these suicidal tendencies.
Most Mainers are very famil
iar with the white eye ring and
belly of chatterbox. In winter
his fur lengthens and his char
acteristic red coat brightens.
His raucous staccato call gives
him the well earned reputation
for being the chief gossip of the
woods, a title he shares jointly

(one mi. North of 195 on Norridgewock Rd., Rt. 104

All Brands of Traps and Supplies
at Discount Prices

ICE FISHING ON MOOSEHEAD LAKE
January 1 to March 31,1979

Buyer of Raw Furs and Deerskins
Distributor of Montgomery Traps. Dealer Inquiries Welcome
207-873-1855

WHITTEN’S
ROCKWOOD, ME.-SINCE 1912-ON MOOSEHEAD LAKE

Ice houses available at no charge to our guests. Comfort
able, well-equipped housekeeping camps for from two to 20.
Snowmobile trails, cross-country skiing right here. Only six
miles from downhill slopes at Squaw Mountain. For
reservations and information, call or write:
Ron & Jane Fowler
Tel. 207-695-2549
Wilsons on Moosehead Lake
Greenville Jet., Me. 04442

Tel. 534-7778
Your One Stop Shop
Everything for the Sportsman
Two floors of Quality Merchandise for your Every Need—

MAINE’S NEWEST ORVIS DEALER!
FLIES • FLY TYING MATERIALS

Hunting Maps of All Areas

BOB LEEMAN’S
TROUT SHOP

State Agency Liquor Store

Trout Flies —Trolling Flies— Atlantic Salmon Flies
— Fly Tying Material — Necks — Hooks — Tools —
Fly Fishing Accessories — Bucktails — Customed Tying Service

807 Wilson Street
Brewer, Maine 04412

FREE CATALOG

HARDY REELS • FENWICK RODS

FREE CATALOG
. FLAGG’S FLIES

Nicatous I9dgc b Camps

Box 574
Old Stage Rd.
Barre, MA., 01005

Secluded Log Cabins and Lodge on 12 Mile Long Nicatous Lake

Remote — Relaxing
Hunting, Fishing,
Vacationing for the
Outdoorsman & Family

COM E TO

HENLEY KIMBALL
FOR THE BEST

Write:
Nicatous Lodge & Camps
Burlington, Me. 04417

Housekeeping & American Plan

Open Four Seasons

DAY FUR COMPANY

SMALL TRUCKS

Belgrade Lakes, Maine 04918

VANS PICK-UPS
VANS-VANS-VANS
WAGONS-WAGONS-WAGONS

Raw furs and deer skins bought
Trappers Supplies
Hawbakers Baits and Lures in Stock
Deer Skin Gloves, Moccasins
Outdoor Supplies Sold
495-3840 495-2078 495-2205

5-Pass., 8 Pass-, 15 Pass.

WE HAVE THEM ALL - BUY NOW and SAVE

THE HEOLEY
KimBALLCO
411 MARGINAl WAY PORTLAND ME

772 U171

GREENWOOD MOTEL
Overlooking Moosehead Lake
Just Beyond Greenville Junction
TEL. 695-3321
Breakfast: 7:30 - 10 a.m.
Make Reservations Now

772-0171

DODGE TRUCKS

SKIING - SNOWMOBILING - ICE FISHING

with the blue jay. His keen
senses of smell, hearing and
sight, make him ideally suited
for the job. Any trespassers are
immediately reported to other
members of the animal com
munity.
Reds and greys will fight if
the latter invades his territory.
Greys usually end up on the
mat. Whether the red delib
erately casterates the grey or
does it by accident during the
battle is an unresolved question.
Most naturalists believe it to be
a combat wound not intention
ally inflicted.
The nest of the “adjidauno,”
as some Indians called him due
to his peculiar habit of hanging
upside down is called a dray. It
is architecturally suited for our
Maine climate. Usually built
high in a conifer, it’s foundation
is make of sticks. The interior
is sheathed in bark and the roof
shingled over with leaves. A
snug haven from any north
easter.
Mother squirrel could be
charged with child neglect, but
since her mate has long since
deserted her, she must make
do. She will bring food back to
the young and stand back. You
can guess the results. The
young fight like two cats in a
sack. Even Dr. Spock would be
shocked.
This particular species feeds
from dawn to dark and even
later. They all have a favorite
dining stump that they climb
upon and feed. Old timers have
spoken of seeing trees with
mushrooms cached in the
branches to dry. I’ve yet to
witness this phenomenon. Some
times in the winter they tunnel
under the snow for food and
fun. During the coldest part of
winter they spend time in the
underground labyrinths they
created. Since there are numer
ous entrances, easy access dur
ing periods of deep snow is not
a problem. The red is not an
Olympic long jumper, but can
cover five feet per leap.
A note of caution: Make sure
your house or camp is squirrel
proof. Seal up all small holes.
One spring my wife and I were
opening up our camp, she was
in the bedroom getting some
sheets from the dresser to make
up the beds. I was outside just
smelling the pine needles. I was
jarred from my reverie by a
blood-curdling scream. She had
discovered 6 still-born red
squirrels in one of the dresser
drawers. We got off easy - a
few chewed sheets and towels.
The damage squirrels can do
once inside a dwelling is legend.
How many deer stand coro
naries have you had, thanks to
one of those red-haired rascals?
Be honest now. You figured it
was a deer, right? How many
times have you been enter
tained while you were resting
from a long hike by the antics
of old red?
It is my contention that the
red squirrel, cuss the little var
mint, is as much a part of the
Maine scene as the white pine
or the brook trout. I guess that
is what my friend was trying to
teach me. Everything has a
purpose albeit sometimes ob
scure, in nature.
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20-Lb. Togue Waiting at Moosehead?
While Moosehead Lake is
open to ice fishing in January,
the good fishing really begins in
February and March. Why this
is, I do not know, but most
years it proves to be true. It is
now legal to ice fish next to
shore on Moosehead Lake. This
has greatly increased the num
ber of brook trout taken as the
best place to catch them is in a
few feet of water. My own pref
erence is 40 to 60 feet of water
for big togue. Without a doubt,
ice fishing is the most effective
way to catch a monster fish.
My bet is that a 20 pound fish
will be taken this winter.
Snowmobiling is becoming a
major drawing card to the
Greenville, Jackman, Rockwood
areas. The caravan of snow
mobile trailefs heading north on
weekends is really something.
The trail system that has been
developed and maintained by
grooming is enormous. It is
possible to go from the Cana
dian border to Greenville on the
trail systems. There are, of
course, countless unplowed log
ging roads and lakes that are
not groomed, but are used by
snowmobilers. There are so
many possible places one can
go that many areas do not even
see a snowmobile all winter.

Snowmobilers and ice fisher
men using our big lakes should
be aware that the ice can open
up at any time, and create a
very dangerous situation to
someone travelling on the ice.
Every year after freeze up,
wrinkles form across the ice.
They are usually in the same
place every winter and local
people generally know their lo,. cations. Wrinkles are big cracks
in the ice that run from one
shore to another. Most of the
time, they are noticeable as
nothing more than a snow bank
caused as the ice on one side of
the crack rides up on the other
side. However, a more unusual
phenomenon sometimes occurs.
Instead of one section of ice
riding up and over the other,
the ice pushes downward and
completely submerges. The
great pressure causes the ice to

Tidy’s Tidings

crack and the water rushes in,
causing a great river to be
created that stretches across
the lake. It can be a few feet to
30 or 40 feet wide and very
deep. It can open and close in a
matter of minutes and gives no
warning.

people who have gone into an
open wrinkle have not been as
lucky.
The snowshoe hare population
is exploding in our area. Last
year, I noted that there were a
lot of them, but this winter,
they are everywhere. It’s been
many a year since I’ve seen a
lot of snowshoes on the top of
Blue Ridge, but they are there
this winter. This will probably
signal the beginning of an up
swing in the bobcat and fox
population.

Two people that can attest to
that fact are Gene Sutton and
his wife Susan. On the night of
January 7, they were travelling
from Kineo Docks to Baker
Cove on a snowmobile. They
had just passed the mouth of
Moose River and it was snow
ing. He never saw the water
until he was 15 feet away. He
tried to stop, but he didn’t even
come close. There was at least
30 feet of open water, and they
made it half way across. The
snowmobile didn’t float very
well, and in short order, they
were both swimming for their
lives. They were lucky enough
to pull themselves up on the ice
and run for Rockwood Cottages
just off the river mouth. A lot of

Doc Blanchard, the area wild
life biologist, says that units 2
and 3 have serious deer popula
tion problems. It is his opinion
that our climate conditions are
becoming colder, and deer can
no longer survive well here. The
area is becoming more suitable
as moose habitat. He does not
see hunting as a limiting factor
in the size of the deer herd.
However, he says that a panel
is studying the problem right
now, and in all likelihood, there
will be a restrictive season next

100% SOLID BRASS BUCKLE SELECTION

Moosehead
Allagash
Wayne Hockmeyer
Box 57
Rockwood 04478

year. He doesn’t think it will be
done regardless of whether it is
effective or not. He believes we
need to begin moose hunting as
soon as possible, and hope for
easy winters. I couldn’t agree
with him more. People who
hunt in Maine should write
letters to their legislature and

the governor asking for a moose
season. It may seem strange,
but it is entirely possible that
moose will be our next big
game animal, and eventually
replace deer in our northern
zones. I haven’t thrown in the
towel yet, but I don’t discard
the possibility either.

SNOWMOBILER’S PARADISE
IN
THE HEART OF THE BIGELOW REGION
* * * OVER 100 MILES OF TRAILS
KERN’S
* * * LARGE COMFORTABLE ROOMS
* * * HOME COOKED MEALS
,INN
* * * COCKTAIL LOUNGE
&
* * * BAND SAT. NITES
MOTEL * * * GUIDED TRIPS
MAKE RESERVATIONS EARLY
TEL. 246-3333
RALPH & DOLLY LaLEMAND EUSTIS, ME. 04936

START YOUR NEW YEAR OFF RIGHT
Maine Moose

Box 339
Athens, Me. 04912
(207) 474-5494

BUCKLES $5.75
____ MAINE MOOSE
____ LEAPING DEER
___ BLACK BEAR
____ FLYING GEESE
____ TROUT
___ FLINTLOCK PISTOLS
BELTS $5.00
___ SPECIFY WAIST SIZE

Postage & Handling
under $10
$1.00
$10-20
$1.50
over $20
$2.25

with a company that offers job stability,
long term growth and a management devel
opment program that can be accelerated for
those with prior restaurant management
experience.
Make this year the beginning of a successful
career with DEERING ICE CREAM SHOPS.
Call 207-772-2827 or write:
Personnel Director,
P.O. Box 1056
Portland, Maine 04104

MAINE RESIDENTS
Add 5 percent Sales Tax

fbccitna

Ice Cream Shops

i7an equal opportunity employer

CREPEAU MOTORS INC.

$4,272.°°

RANGE DIESEL!

Dodge 1979 D100 Short PICK-UP
In Stock — Immediate Delivery.
Free Rustproofing with this ad.

■ 3 cylinder diesel engine.
■ 8 forward speeds, 2 reverse.
■ Hydraulic lift system with

•
Route 1, Kennebunk, Me. (207)985-2914

A BETTER-LOOKING MAINE
IB BOUND TO BE A MORE
PROSPEROUS MAINE...HAS

RAW FURS WANTED

YOUR. COMMUNITY
STARTED PLANNING ITS
SPRING CLEAN-UP CAMPAIGN ?

Paying Top Market Prices
for Skinned or Unskinned
Furs

KEEP
MAINE
SCENIC

Large or Small Lots Will Travel or Pay Postage

Stitt Park I Recreation Commission

Autusta, Maine

BRUCE GOULD
AND COMPANY
PLYMOUTH, MAINE 04969
Call: 257-2186 257-2830 257-4520

four-wheel drive, and tiller.

Plus a ful line of tractors and implements for
nearly every job on the face of the earth!

^KUBorn
Test drive a Kubota diesel tractor now at...

SEACOAST TRACTOR SALES, INC.
U.S. ROUTE 1
SCARBOROUGH, ME. 04074
TEL. 883-6608 OR 282-5155

February 1979

THE MAINE SPORTSMAN

Page 29

Good Ice Fishing in Bangor Area
How close is a moose hunting
season in Maine? Perhaps one
is foreseeable yet.
Charles Steeves of Bangor, a
leader in the forces against
shooting of the animal, is rally
ing backers again. He tells us
there already are four moose
hunting proposals in the works,
and more to come.
It was a considerate Jim
Longley, you remember, who
put the final touches to the last
of the moose hunting proposals
two years ago. A new governor
may have different ideas. Joe
Brennan might be more liberal.
It’s going to be interesting.
Charley Steeves, in his ad
vance preparations on the
matter, has uncovered some
pertinent facts. Over the past
two years, biologists have found
a definite decline in the Maine
moose population. Wardens
seem to agree. The reason for
this may be in the increasing
occurrences of illegal kills. Very
few instances of moose disease
have been noted.
Wardens recorded 234 illegal
kills occurring this past year.
Perhaps many more than that
got be undetected. Most of the
proposed moose hunting seasons
call for a limited take of 500
animals. Apparently, near that
number is already being crop
ped off illegally.
In December, Ron “Cyc” St.
Louis of Orono captured a tro
phy-sized pickerel from the
chilled waters of December-iced
Pushaw Pond. The giant chainback stretched 26 inches long and
tipped the scales to four and
one-half pounds. “The Cyclone”
also took a two and one-half
pounder on the same day. Iron
ically, the Trout UnlimitedPepsi Fishing Awards program
closed up taking entrees on Oct.
31, and doesn’t re-open for eligibles until January 1st. Mr. St.
Louis was a bit disappointed by
this.
I’ve found that varying the
depths of my live bait while ice
fishing, increases the chance of
strikes. I try to fish at least one
deep line, near bottom for
togue. Another line or two just
under the ice surface for sal
mon and trout. The other lines
are used to experiment at var
ious depths. Often, a single trap
will produce most of the action,
whether set shallow or deep.
Chances are good it was placed
in a good hang-out, or travel
route.
Altho’ most anglers prefer to
hook on their live bait through
the dorsal fin area, try attach
ing a few through the lips for a
longer life and better hooking
possibilities.
Veteran Atlantic Salmon
angler, Chet Stevens of Colum
bia, tells us he accounted for
two giant silversides from the
Pleasant River last summer.
One of the fish weighed 16%
pounds. Last year, he took a
20-pounder from the same pool
located right behind his home.
Game wardens apprehended
three salmon netters on the
Pleasant last summer who were
released for the lack of evi
dence.

Tyler Conant of Hampden
tells us those 24 mourning doves
which frequented his bird
feeders last year have returned
for the winter. Funny thing tho’,
he said, they haven’t increased
a bit in numbers. Conant men
tioned too, that a fat, female
Ring-necked pheasant has been
seen in his yard, but hasn’t as
yet shown any interest for the
corn he’s put out. Apparently,
the pheasants are still able to
find plenty of natural ground
food. The surviving, stocked
ring-necks gather more courage
with the increasing rigors of
winter and are spotted more
often.
Jim O’Connor of Bangor has
identified a female cardinal that
has been around his feeders.
Other cardinal sightings, mostly
of the brilliantly attired male of
the species, have been fairly
numerous in this area this early
winter.
Eddie Taylor of Bangor has
had some of the finest ice fish
ing for white perch this winter
that he can recall. Taylor has
been setting his traps at Fields
Pond in Orrington. He says,
some of the chowder sweeteners
have been averaging a pound or
more. Taylor had been fishing
nearby Brewer Lake with limit
ed success. The move to little
Fields Pond was a wise one and
paid off.
Retired Game Warden, Dave
Mercier of Orrington, was hon
ored recently at a meeting of.
The Penobscot County Conser
vation Assoc, in Brewer with
the largest turnout ever record
ed. Nearly 200 members,
friends, and wardens were in
attendance. Dave was presented
with a dozen spanking new fox
traps complete with drags to
use during his retirement.
Altho’ ice fishing action has
been fairly slow around the cen
tral Maine area lakes, a few
good catches have been made.
Among them, an encouraging
three-pound-plus salmon from

Beech Hill Pond. A couple of
heavyweight togue, better than
10 pounds, have been taken at
big, Jo-Mary Lake, south of
Millinocket.

The Sunkhaze Stream Chapter
of Trout Unlimited announce
their annual winter fly tying
courses began on Monday, Jan
uary 29, at 7 p.m. at The Penob
scot Conservation club in Brew
er. The courses will run 10
weeks. Project Chairman, Ray
Stout, has prepared an excellent
brochure of instructions for the
session which will be free to
participants.

Bangor Area
Bob Leeman
807 Wilson Street
Brewer

If you’ve been contemplating
the fly tying arts, there’s no
time like the present to begin.
Many of the instructors are pro
fessional tiers and experts in
the field. Often, a mixed age
group of 12 to 80 years is in
attendance, including both
sexes. All instruction is free of
charge. Both novice and ama
teur fly tiers are invited. Often,
many skilled tiers already ad
vanced in the art like to sit in
for a briefer. Like anything
else, there are always new
methods and innovations to be
learned.
Word comes to us that last
summer quite a load of brown
trout in the two and three pound
class were taken from the
Union River in Aurora. The fish
were taken from pools below
quick-water areas far upstream
from Tannery Loop. It would
seem the browns are taking
hold in the Union River water
shed and should provide some
great angling for many years to
come.

Beaver trappers in central Maine tell of finding
the animals in abundance. George Wilson of Bangor
is shown on a Holden flowage. [Bo6 Leeman photo]

There are those who would
complain about in introduction
of the European fish into their
favorite brook trout waters.
But, there’s no denying the fact
that the browns continue to pro
vide rod action long after the

Bohrmann
Knives

“Thank God For Sorels.”
Sorel Boots By Kaufman Of Canada
THE COLD WEATHER BOOTS

brookies have quit. Too, brown
trout live longer and are much
more hardy. Personally, I her
ald the brook trout as the great
est of fishes. But, when they’re
sulking, give me a brownie for
dry fly action.

Handmade
hunting and
camping knives

29 Portland St.
Yarmouth, Me. 04096
207-846-3385

TAXIDERMY
The “Premium” Felt lined, Leather Top,
Rubber Bottom
List

55 00 $3269

sizes 6-14

Many Other Styles For The Whole Family

• IgWHUDINGPOS
Yeor Round Sportsman's Show

+*
STORE
HOURS

R0UTE1 KinERY,MAMB3M4/2B7439 Z7N
SUNDAYS
Mon. — Sat.
11 a.m. — 6 p.m.
9 a.m. — 9 p.m.

Now being offered for the first time
A COMPLETE TAXIDERMY COURSE

• GAME HEADS • RUGS
• BIRDS • FISH
LIFE-SIZE MOUNTS
This is not a correspondence course
For more information write
TAXIDERMY
Box 45
Hinckley, Maine 04944
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The Big Brown and the Hat Fly
Slowly and deliberately the
angler climbed onto a boulder
on the shaded side of the
stream. Although the afternoon
was bright and pleasant, the
weather during the past week
had been cloudy with several
spells of cold rain. Consequent
ly, the early June hatch of
insects that the angler had
hoped for never materialized.
The sum total of an afternoon’s
efforts with dry flies consisted
of two 7-inch brook trout. Still
the fisherman was not dis
appointed. The forest was ap
proaching its greenest peak.
Warblers, thrushes and other
streamside inhabitants created
pleasant diversions from the
poor fishing. All in all it was
very satisfying just to be out
doors.
“If only a hatch would be
gin,” the angler thought. But
the surface of the gravel bot
tomed pool beneath him was
barren and still. The only activ
ity in what otherwise appeared
to be a sterile stretch of stream
was a school of 5 or 6 tiny,
black striped minnows wrig
gling about some tiny morsel of
food.
“Chubs,” the man said to
himself as the 2-inch fish drifted
back over the pool.
Suddenly a form shot out
from beneath the bank near the
tail of the pool. In one great
surge, a large fish caught one
of the minnows and returned
just as quickly to its lair.
The incident occured so quick
ly that the angler was not able
to focus on the big trout. Still he
knew that it had to be a brown.
Like so many of the coastal
streams in southern and central
Maine, this little river gave up
an occasional brown trout to the
fisherman clever enough or
lucky enough to locate one.
Locating a big brown was no
longer a problem. The question
now at hand was how to get it
to bite. The tiny dry fly at the
end of the man’s leader was
plainly out of the question. The
brown was obviously seeking
larger fare.
The angler began searching
through each of the three fly
boxes in his fishing vest. When
he left home that morning, he’d
been so confident of success
with dry flies that the inclusion
of a few streamers hadn’t even
entered his mind. Now he was
faced with a golden opportunity
and the wrong flies!
As if to reinforce the need for
a streamer, the big trout again
lunged out from beneath the
bank to slash at the remaining
minnows. This time, instead of
darting back to its hiding place,
the trout remained in full view
in mid-stream while gulping
down its mangled prey. The
angler froze as the great brown
then swam lazily to a new
position only a few feet from his
boulder.
The trout held its place in the
clear water while the man sat
excited but motionless just
above. He knew that the slight
est movement would put the
fish down for good. There was

nothing to do but be still and
wait for a change of events.
The fisherman had seen a few
browns taken from this stream
in years past. Once a com
panion of his had taken a 20incher from the stretch below
the old bridge. On another occa
sion, a neighborhood boy came
home with a brownie over three
pounds that he’d caught beneath
the mill dam on a nightcrawler.
But the fish the man was
staring at now was twice that
size!

“At least six pounds!” the
angler thought as the great
trout finally began to move
again. With slow thrusts of its
tail, the fish turned back down
stream and took up a new
position in the open near the
undercut bank.
As slowly as his stiff joints
would allow, the man backed
off the boulder. To his great
relief, the trout did not move.

Thus out of sight, the angler
again began to rummage
through his vest for a streamer
or bucktail. Just when the situa
tion seemed hopeless, the an
gler remembered, “My hat!”
There on the sheepskin band
was a #6 bucktail that his boy
had given him last winter.
After the boy had expressed
an interest in fly tying, the
fisherman had presented him
with a kit for Christmas and
enrolled him in a fly tying class
at the local high school. Upon
returning from his first lesson,
the boy had proudly presented
his dad with his first creation —
a simple Black Nosed Dace
bucktail. To encourage the boy,
the angler had ceremoniously
placed it on his hatband with no
thought of ever actually using
it. How ironic that such impor
tance would now hinge on that
simple deed!
The man quickly snipped off
the dry fly and began to tie on

Whitewater Streamers

A new, super-thin profile tied specifically to
catch landlockbd salmon and brook trout in
New England’s fast-flowing rivers and
streams.
This pattern was developed and field proven
by Maine Sportsman Editor Harry Vanderweide who says, “I’ve never fished a pattern
which was more effective in taking salmon
and brookies in riffles, rips, glides, eddies
and other moving water situations.”
These flies are tied using a super translu
cent wing fibre which gives a more realistic
thin, minnowlike profile and improved casta
bility. These are specialist flies which do
not work well in lakes or ponds but which
consistently take fish in flowing water, the
rougher the better. They are also easy to
fish, working well either cast quartering
downstream or even fished straight down
river. A rapid stripping retrieve has proven
most effective. They are tied in small sizes
on extra-long shank hooks to closely
imitate native bait fish. Patterns include:
Brook Trout, Black-Nosed Dace, Mickey
Finn, Smelt and Red and White, all tied in
this special pattern.
These are not flashy flies which catch
fishermen. They are effective patterns pro
ven to catch fish.
Six-streamer assortment in sizes 12, 10 and
8 only $4.95 postpaid.
Please send me----- Whitewater Streamers
assortments at $4.95 each [Maine residents
add 25 cents sales tax].
NAME_____________________________________
ADDRESS_________________________________
______________________ ZIP_________________
Make checks payable to Maine Sportsman,
Box 365, Augusta, Maine 04330
Custom orders available on request
Dealer inquiries invited

the bucktail. Then it occurred to
him that the fine, two pound
test leader would never hold
should he try to set that #6 hook
in the big trout. The angler
thumbed through his leader
book until he found a 7% foot
leader tapered down to 5 pound
test.
Equipped with the bucktail
and a suitable leader, the fish
erman began his stalk. Care
fully, he retreated back into the
hemlocks and began to make

his way to a point downstream
of the trout’s He.
“How they bitin?”
The angler’s heart sank as
two teen-age boys came crash
ing out of the underbrush, push
button spincasting rods and
worm cans in hand.
“They’re not,” the man repHed trying to conceal his anxi
ety.
“Maybe you’d do better if you
tried worms,” said one of the
Continued on next page

CROSS COUNTRY SKIING

Teddybear Touring Trails
North Turner, Me.
Rentals
Groomed Trails
Heated Shop
Skiing Unlimited For The Entire Family
Weekends - Holidays - School Vacations

The NEW Hunter Orange
Maine Sportsman Jacket Patch

WEAR YOURS WITH PRIDE!
All new design featuring hunter orange
background. Maine outline in green and
handsome buck deer in brown tones
An ideal gift for all sportsmen
Please send me____ patches at $1.75 each
NAME____________________________________
ADDRESS_____________________ ___________
Send to: Maine Sportsman, Box 507, Yarmouth, Maine 04096
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The Big Brown and the Hat Fly
Continued from preceding page
youths as he proudly held up a
forked stick on which several
6-inch brook trout were im
paled.
“I guess you’re right,” an
swered the angler. “Pretty
nice.”
“Another thing,” offered the
youth. “We never catch any
thing along this stretch. Too
flat.”
“Well, it’s a good place to
practice my fly casting,” re
turned the angler.
“Suit yourself, Mister,” said
the boy. “We’ll see ya.” And
away they went back into the
woods.
With great relief, the fisher
man resumed his stalk. Care
fully he stepped into the stream
about thirty feet below the spot
where he had last seen the big
trout. From this angle, the wa

ter’s reflection prevented him
from seeing the fish if, indeed,
it was still there. He would
have to guess at its exact
location. He knew there could
be only one cast. A brown as
old and experienced as that
would almost certainly vanish
at the slightest mistake.
The man took a deep breath.
This was it. He stripped out line
and made a couple of high false
casts to obtain momentum, then
let the line fly out.
With an audible plop, the
crude bucktail hit the water at
a point about 6 feet from the
undercut bank. The angler
quickly gave the line a sharp
twitch to pull the fly beneath
the surface. From the base of
the banking, a huge V-shaped
wake rushed the fly. In an
instant the greedy brown grab
bed the bucktail and turned
back toward the bank. The man

TRAILER HITCH SPECIALISTS
OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
(Draw-Tite — Reese — Eaz-Lift)
Hitches For
Travel Trailers — Boat Trailers — Horse Trailers
Wiring on all types of Trailers & Cars

instinctively responded by set
ting the hook sharply.
A split second later the great
trout was two feet in the air. It
hit the water with a loud splash
and immediately tore off up
stream. The thought flashed
through the fisherman’s mind
that, in all the dozens of times
he had fished this stream, this
was the first fish he’d ever
hooked that was large enough to
actually peel line from his fly
reel.
The pool was not very long.
After a few yards, the trout
came to the shallow riffle at the
head of the pool and was forced
to stop. It sulked there a few
seconds, then turned and rushed
back downstream directly
towards the angler. Desper
ately, he stripped in line in a
vain attempt to prevent it from
going slack. The huge trout,
however, could swim much fast
er than the man could keep up
with. As the fish streaked by
the angler, a great bow of slack
line trailed behind. Miraculous
ly the hook remained set in the
trout’s jaw and the angler soon
had the situation more or less
under control again.

HANDYMAN

The trout wallowed on the
surface, then set back upstream
on a new ploy. As it again shot
past the fisherman, he could see
that it was heading for the
undercut bank. The angler
brought the rod tip up and
began to apply all the pressure
he dared. The trout slowed,
then stopped in the deep water
just outside the bank.
There it sulked while the
angler kept up the pressure
from downstream. For 5 min
utes the contest was a standoff.
On one end of the line the
angler stood, heart pounding
and teeth clenched. On the
other end the huge brown held
firm, occasionally rubbing its
jaw in the gravel in an effort to
dislodge the hook.
Then the fish began to falter.
Slowly it came to the surface on
its side. Twice it righted itself
and tried to go back down. But
it was all over. The great trout
was beaten.
The fisherman was totally
elated. He carefully drew the
fish towards his feet. The tro
phy of a lifetime was about to
become his. He began backing
onto the gravel intending to

beach and then subdue the
brute.
Then he hesitated. The beauti
ful trout lay gasping before
him. From the hemlocks behind
him a hermit thrush poured
forth its elaborate song. The
man bent down, removed the
fly and stood as the grandest
fish he would ever catch swam
slowly away.

Black Nosed Dace by Art Flick,
author of the classic “Stream
side Guide to Naturals and
Thier Imitations” (G.P. Put
nam’s Sons, New York - 1947)

Hooks: sizes 4, 5, 8, 10 6x
long.
Head: black (yellow painted
eye with black pupil optional)
Tail: a short piece of red
yam
Body: flat, silver tinsel
Rib: oval, silver tinsel
Wing: natural brown bucktail
over black bear hair over polar
bear hair (bucktail can be sub
stituted for the bear hair). In
the smaller sizes, calf tail is
preferred to bucktail or bear
hair. This bucktail fly should be
sparsely tied.

SNOWSHOES

773-2600
357 RIVERSIDE ST., PORTLAND, ME.

for the entire family from

TITCOMB’S GENERAL STORE

NORTH COUNTRY GUIDING SERVICE
RFD 3 Box 630
Winslow, Maine 04902

SPECIALIZATION, BLACKBEAR HUNTING
Bear Over Baits, May 1 To July 31
Bear With Hounds Aug. 1 To Sept. 30
BOBCATS WITH HOUNDS TO FEB. 28, 79.
Deer & Bear Archery Oct. 1 To Oct. 26
Deer & Bear Northern & Southern Zones

Firearms Nov. 5 To Nov. 24, 79.
Accommodations Include Room, Board,
and Meals
Firearms Supplied If Needed
Deposit Required For All Bookings.
Personal Service By Two Qualified Registered Maine Guides,
Joseph E. Pelletier 207-872-6573
Sam Natole [Plott Power] 207-465-7506

serving Maine Sportsmen for 30 years
FABER BRAND SNOWSHOES
Handcrafted in Canada from selected ash and full-grain leather.
Biggest selection, Lowest prices in Maine
All prices include $11.00 binding
Money Back Guarantee-Same Day Shipment
DEALER INQUIRIES ENCOURAGED
• MAINE CONVENTIONAL SNOWSHOE

9” x 29”
10”x33”
11”x36”
12”x42"
14”x42”
12”x42”
14”x42”
12”x48”
14”x48"
16”x48”

• HARNESSES

Kids Sm.
Kids Med.
Kids Lg.
Small
Med.
H.D. Sm.
H.D. Med.
H.D. Lg.
H.D. XLg.
H.D. Xlg.

-$27.95
-$29.95
-$34.95
-$37.95
-$39.95
-$41.95
-$46.95
-$43.95
$47.95
-$52.95

Med.
Lg.
XLg.
XXLg.

-$44.95
-$51.95
-$53.95
-$58.95

• ALASKAN TRAIL SHOE
_____ No. 58
______ No. 56
______ No. 57
______ No. 9

10”x46”
10”x56”
10”x60”
12”x60”

• BEAR PAW
______ No. 34
______ No. 33

12” x 26”
14”x30"

-$33.95
-$47.95

Bahr’s Taxidermy
BOX 5 CROSS RD.
PORTER MAINE 04068 625-8150
HRS. USUALLY 9-9
CALL BEFORE COMING
QUALITY WORK AT REASONABLE PRICES

• GREEN MOUNTAIN MOD. BEAR PAW
______ No. 34B
______ No. 34A

• MINI

11” x 30”
10”x36”

Kids or Ladies
Mens

-$42.95
-$42.95

A2
A3
B3
H2
,H3
,F3

-$16.95
-$19.95
-$11.95
-$8.95
-$10.95
-$11.00

f"
I All have curved toe except No. 34 Bear Paw
I Please add $3.00 per order, freight—Special
I Handling
I Maine Residents 5% Tax
I □ Check or Money OrderIncluded
I □ VISA □ Master Charge
I
I
_____________
I Card Number
Exp. Date
I
I Name___________________________________
I
I Address_________________________________
I
I
I City______________ State_______ Zip_______
I
I Telephone___________________________
I
I
TITCOMB’S GENERAL STORE
I
ABBOT VILLAGE, MAINE 04406
I

|
|

I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
j
|

|
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Central Area Ice Fishing Derbies
Rabbit and cat hunters have
been having decent hunting
weather this winter. The hare
population appears to be
healthy and on the increase in
most covers.
Rabbit hunting is perhaps the
fastest type of hunting done in
Maine. There are few dull
moments when compared to sit
ting in the duck blind or deer
stand. A good hound and decent
rabbit population make for an
action-packed day afield. Yes,
there may be greater thrills
knowing your hound is chasing
a bear, bobcat, fox or coyote,
but almost all the older hunters
who have tried hunting all or
some of these species will say
that for continual pleasure
afield and minimum expense, a
good rabbit chase is their favor
ite.
•
Some of the better rabbit
covers are located in Albion,
South China and the Weeks
Mills areas, but practically all
of Central Maine offers fine
gunning for this elusive white
target. The best covers are
newly discovered ones. Planted
Pine fields in which the trees
are 6 to 15 feet in height are
quickest to catch this writer’s
eye, cedar bogs always have
rabbits, and young second
growth mixed woods will harbor
plenty of the Lepus americanus.
Just following the tracks of a
rabbit will lead to more beaten
paths and better hunting areas.
Have fun, it’s great sport!
Numerous partridge tracks
have been noted by most rabbit
hunters. This should indicate a
good carry over breeding crop
and good hunting for the sly
birds next fall.

Leroy Lane of Fairfield, has
been having a good year bobcat
hunting with his Plott hound
Lady. He has bagged three of
the secretive critters to date,
including one 30 pounder taken
while hunting with this writer.
Lady, his female Plott, was
purchased as a pup from the
Cascade line of big game

hounds. She has proved to be an
exceptional coon hound and
judging from recent observa
tions on bobcat trips, she lacks
nothing in being a top ’cat get
ter also.
The Fish and Wildlife Depart
ment, which has been strictly
monitoring the harvest of bob
cats this year, has noted a
slight decrease in the number of
bobcats tagged thus far. The
dry weather for trapping and
some crusting of snow due to
early January rains had detri
mental harvest effects. The ’cat
population appears to be hold
ing its own, based on my
personal observations which
include five trips afield with
bobcat tracks found 80 percent
of those times.

• • * •

Ice fishing in the area has
been very slow. Rain and warm
temperatures caused hazardous
conditions on the ice during
early January. Those who ven
tured forth found the pickerel
fishing fair to good. East Pond
has been producing some nice
pickerel and a few brown trout.
The brownies are awfully shy
this year. Messalonskee has
been stingy thus far. The Labbe
family of Sidney iced four legal
salmon one Sunday afternoon,
and that is the best account
mentioned to this writer. China
Lake has produced a fkw fish,
but none of any proportion. It
would be very safe to assume,
the ice fishing has to improve
this month! The upcoming der
bies in late January and early
February should prove me cor
rect.

Several newly scheduled Ice
Fishing Derbies have been
brought to my attention. In
addition to the Central Maine
Family Ice Fishing Derby on
February 4th (See January
Maine Sportsman for particu
lars). The following derbies will
be held this month.
The Worromontogus Fish and
Game Association of Augusta
will be holding their 10th annual

“Ice Fishing Derby” on Sunday
February 11th. This is a large,
state-wide derby in which any
legal water of the state may be
fished. There will be first,
second and third place prizes
for the heaviest fish in 9 differ
ent categories as well as a trio
of junior prizes for the three
heaviest fish of any species
caught by a youngster.
According to Ron Vaillan
court, who is running this event,
there will be a door prize of a
hind quarter of western beef as
well as some special prizes. One
special prize is a fisherman’s
door prize which is only for
anglers who catch a legal fish
and register it in the derby. A
second special prize, called the
10th Anniversary Extra, is a $10
cash prize for the first game
fish registered over 10 lbs. The
weigh in deadline is 5 p.m. at
the clubhouse on the Bolton Hill
Road in Augusta.
Tickets for this derby can be
purchased at the following
places: Farrin’s Auto, Mickey’s
Market and Clyde Billings Saab
in Augusta, Nilson’s Sporting
Goods in Hallowell, Arne’s Bait
Store in Readfield and Char
ley’s Log Cabin in Oakland. For
further information call Ron at
622-7989 after 4 p.m.
The Seventh Annual Messa
lonskee High School Ice Fishing
Derby sponsored by the Football/Girls’ Basketball teams
will be held on Sunday, Feb
ruary 11. The derby will be open
to the Belgrade Chain of LakesMessalonskee, Great Pond, East
Pond, Salmon Lake, McGrath
Pond, and North Pond. The
weigh-in will be at 5 p.m. at
Charlie’s Log Cabin in Oakland.
There will be first and second
prizes for brook trout, brown
trout, salmon, bass, pickerel,
white perch and yellow perch.
There will be a drawing for the
grand prize which will be a
power ice auger. Tickets are
available from the Messalon
skee High School office and
Charlie’s Log Cabin.

Central Area
Dick Drysdale
Rte. 2, Box 99A
Horn Hill Rd., Fairfield

A 32-pound tom bobcat taken by Leroy Lane of
Fairfield. [Nancy Drysdale photo]
The Central Maine Rod and
Gun Club’s annual Derby will
be held on Sunday, February
18. A 4x8 ice fishing shack will
be offered as a door prize. First
and second place prizes will be
awarded for 7 different species
of fish. The weigh-in will be
from 2-5 p.m. at Shamrock
Sporting Goods in Oakland. All
legal waters of the state may be
fished for this derby. Tickets
can be purchased at most area
Sporting Goods Stores and fur
ther information can be ob
tained from Floyd Harkins at
426-8052.

The China Volunteer Fire De
partment will hold its annual
Ice Fishing Derby on March
4th, the first Sunday in March.

Although particulars for this
derby were unavailable at this
writing, it is Central Maine’s
largest and by far the best ice
fishing derby. If you are an ice
fishing enthusiast or just a
spectator, some of the nicest
fish can be viewed at this
weigh-in which is held at the
station house in China Village.
z

Good luck to you all in your
fishing!
Pictures taken by my wife for
the Maine Sportsmen are given
to those individuals who appear
in them free of charge on a
first-come, first-served basis.
We leave these pictures with
Will and Penny Rafuse, owners
of Charley’s Log Cabin in Oak
land.

Well-known artist Tom Hennessey is the subject
of a Woods and Waters television show.

Outdoor columnist Bud Leavitt has a new television called “Woods and Waters." The
program is shown over the Maine Public Broadcasting Network. Shown here decoys are set
out for a show on Sea duck gunning which will be shown February 5.

Bud Leavitt chats with taxidermist Forest Hart
[striped shirt] in his Hampden studio as part of his
new television series, Woods and Waters.
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Grand Lake Stream News
Like so many people in Maine
and in particular Washington
County, I have maiiy jobs to
keep me busy. As a “jack of all
trades” I spend most of my
time running a sporting camp,
writing and doing photography.
No matter how busy I am,
however I vowed many years
ago that I would always make
time to do all types of outdoor
activities available to the
sportsmen of Maine.
One of those things that I
know a little bit about and has
been a great deal of fun is
beaver trapping. There has al
ways been a mystique about
catching beaver and once pre
sented with the opportunity to
learn a little bit about how to
catch Mr. Flatail, I jumped at
the idea. While the intricate
parts of trapping beaver can
become a bit complicated, the
basic procedures are not all
that difficult. It was amazing to
me after starting trapping, how
many people I ran across that
knew nothing of how beaver
were harvested.
While there are many ways
of setting traps to entice a
hungry beaver, the basic pro
ducer is called a pole set.
This set relies on the fact a
beaver is a hungry and inquisi
tive animal always on the
search for food. The first ingre
dient of a pole set is, logically
enough, a pole of 6 to 12 feet in
length depending on the depth
of the water and the firmness of
the bottom into which the pole
will be pushed. After examining
the beaver house one must ob
serve the law and stay at least
25 feet away from the lodge
itself. And then a 2 foot round
hole can be cut in the ice to
examine the bottom and to see
which part of the flowage you
have selected to set the trap.
Water depth of 3 to 4 feet in an
area frequented by the moving
and feeding beaver is of course
the best place to set your trap.
Once the position is picked the
pole is set down through the
hole and driven into the bottom.
When the trapper feels the pole
has been set firmly he then will
mark the pole at the waterline
with his axe.
The pole is retracted from the
hole and layed on the ice. The
thickness of the ice is measured
and marked on the pole below
the first mark. At a spot just a
couple inches below the bottom
mark a piece of poplar approxi
mately 6 inches long by 2 inches
in diameter is nailed to the pole
in a horizontal position. A few
inches below the bait is nailed a
trap platform which is rugged
enough to hold the weight of the
beaver trap. The beaver trap,
which can vary in size and
shape, is then set on this trap
rack in front of the piece of
poplar bait. The end of the trap
chain is fastened securely below
the trap to the main pole with a
couple of stout nails.
Now we are almost ready to
put the rig down the hole. The
only problem with this set as
presented is that the beaver is
able to approach the bait from
the back side where the trap is
not located. The trapper has to
keep the beaver from eating the

bait from the wrong side by
attaching guard sticks either to
the back of the pole in the same
configuration as the bait itself,
or by driving vertical sticks
down into the mud the same
way the pole itself is stuck into
the bottom. Incidently, the
guard sticks and the trap plat
form must be made out of dead
sticks or resinous type of coni
fers which the beaver will not
eat. Quite often it is easy to
want to grab the right sized
green alders, which are avail
able on most beaver flowages,
to use as guard sticks but the
bark of the alder is one of the
favorite foods of the beaver and
it would be foolhardy to use as
a protective stick. The whole
trap is then lowered down into
the hole and is positioned such
that the beaver can easily spy
the bait offered. If the weather
is extremely cold or it is the
early part of the season then
putting the bait just a couple of
inches beneath the ice may be
changed a bit by shoving the
pole down into the mud a bit
further. Since ice can form
fairly quickly in the early part
of the season it would be a big
disadvantage to have a trap
frozen in shortly after it has
been set.
One of the problems of setting
the pole in the mud or the
bottom that every trapper must
consider and watch for, is the
possibility of a thaw followed by
a big flow of water. And so if it
is not possible to drive the end
of the beaver pole very securely
into the bottom it would be
hoove the trapper to run a
second pole horizontally to the
main trap pole. This is layed on
top of the ice and can be wired
to the main pole. If a big,
rugged beaver should get into
the trap shortly after it has
been set, and before the ice
freezes, the beaver cannot haul
the trap away.
The set I have described will
offer a piece of fresh bark to
the cruising beaver. The beaver
in an effort to gain a foothold
and take a bit of the poplar
offered will get his front foot
caught in the trap. Since the
whole trap set is under water
the beaver quickly drowns. The
trapper need not worry about
fur spoilage under these cir
cumstances since the water is
at+32°F and is cold enough to
preserve the pelt up to three
weeks without any damage to
fur.
The bait set can vary in many
different ways. For instance one
type of set used extensively is
the bottom set. This consists of
setting the trap and bait right
on the bottom of the runway or
an area which the beaver would
frequent.
There is also a version of the
pole trap which is called the
slant set which is set basically
the same way as a pole set
except a much longer pole is
used and is placed into the
flowage about a 30 degree
angle to the ice. The trap is
placed on the pole itself without
a rack and is more of a natural
invitation to the beaver to settle
onto the pole and consequently
the trap as he approaches the

bait. This set can be a big
disadvantage in cold weather
since the amount of ice that
must be cut in order to remove
the pole from the water is
tremendous compared to a nor
mal pole set.
One set which is fairly new in
recent years is the use of the
Conibear or killer trap. The
Conibear is, in my estimation,
the greatest advancement in
trapping since the original
invention of the leg hold trap. It
is deadly, humane and tremen
dously efficient. It is however
not without its difficulties. It is
sometimes quite dangerous to
set, it is quite bulky, a bit
heavy, and fairly expensive.
If you examine a flowage in
most cases you will find a small
spring, a runway, or some sort
of a tunnel through which the
beaver are fond of swimming.
It is in these places that the
serious Conibear trapper seeks
out to set the trap. The best
place to set a Conibear is to
find a runway of approximately
18 inches in width and 2 feet in
depth which is used by the
beaver. The square trap is then
placed in this runway with a
couple of guard sticks on the
sides and the results are dead
ly. The beaver are not afraid of
the Conibear and will swim
directly through the trap. The
trap works by closing down on
the animal with great force
producing a quick death by
compressed lungs.
The climax of the whole thing
is cutting open that hole, clean
ing out the ice, gazing down to
the set, and hearing those excit
ing words ‘‘The trap is gone
from the rack,” and then pull
ing up a beautiful blanket bea
ver.

Grand Lake
Stream Area
Steve Takach
Grand Lake Stream 04637

A basic pole set for beaver, baited with poplar.
[Steve Takach photo]

Biggest Bucks in Maine Club
R. Dale Abbot, Abbott Road,
Winslow, 202 pounds, Nov. 21,
Winslow.
Lee Adams, Springfield, 214
pounds, November 11, Winn.
Jean Luc Adet, Bristol, Conn.,
202 pounds, November 15, Eustis.
Marjorie R. Barnes, RFD 2,
Guilford, 203 pounds, November
20, Abbot.
Donald Beaulieu, 44 Winn St.,
Lewiston, 210 pounds, November
18, East Sumner.
Albert E. Becker, Audubon,
N.J., 210 pounds, November 7,
Charlotte.
Robert E. Bell, Tide Mills
Farms, Dennysville, 207 pounds,
November 15, Edmunds.
Paul C. Bigelow, Blue Ridge
Summit, Pa., 206 pounds, No
vember 21, Reading Ridge.
Randy Blodgett, Dixfield Road,
Weld, 202 pounds, November 18,
Weld.
Wilfred R. Boissoneault, 3
Cumberland Ave., Saco, 202
pounds, November 11, Lyman.
Robert Clayton Brown, 2. Hart
ford St., Houlton, 210 pounds, No
vember 25, New Limerick.
Robert Bunting, Lawrence,
Mass., 204 pounds, November 8,
Montville.

Walter Burlingame Jr., Plain
ville, Mass., 212 pounds, Novem
ber 14, Oquossoc.
Robert K. Byrne, New Egypt,
N.J., 211 pounds, November 17,
Madawaska Lake.
Milton Beston, Strong, 266
pounds, November 6, T1-R2.
Brian Campbell, RFD 1, DoverFoxcroft, 230 pounds, November
7, Sangerville.
Donald Caron, 31 Tedford
Street, Topsham, 209 pounds, No
vember 24, Pittston.

Rudy Caron, 14 Nobel Street,
Brunswick, 228 pounds, Novem
ber 25, Somerset.
James B. Carson, 307 Congress
Street, Millinocket, 200 pounds,
November 25, T6-R14.

John L. Cheney, 1 Teal Drive,
Cumberland, 205 pounds, Novem
ber 17, T9-R11.
Dennis G. Clark, RFD, Oak
field, 245 pounds, November 15,
Smyrna.
John Clark, Watertown, Mass.,
203 pounds, November 1, Tomhegan
Philip B. Colbath, 55 Main
Street, North Vassalboro, 202
pounds, November 10, Skowhe
gan.

George W. Conklin, Pittsfield,
Mass., 216 pounds, November 16,
Drew.
Michael Cook, Lakewood, N. J.,
200 pounds, November 21, West
Forks.
Marcel Cote, Thetford Mills,
Quebec, 263 pounds, November
14, Tomhegan.
Elsmore O. Craig, 62 Gammon
Street, Auburn, 200 pounds, No
vember 9, T9-R8.
Stephan Currier, Arab Road,
Lee, 204 pounds, November 13,
Lee.
Dana L. Day, Woodville, 207
pounds, November 24, Woodville.
Frank L. Davis Jr., Cedar
Brook, N.J., 205 pounds, Novem
ber 9, Misery Gore.
Bruce Densmore, 108 Spring
Street, Gardiner, 235 pounds,
November 6, Pittston.
Richard Dooley, Winding Hill
Road, Crystal, 205 pounds, No
vember 16, Crystal.
Julien Drapeau, Chicopee,
Mass., 212 pounds, November 21,
Seboomic.
Jodie L. Dunphy, Pleasant Hill
Road, 220 pounds, November 25,
Highland Plantation.
Lawrence Elkins Jr., Thorn
dike, 260 pounds, November 11,
Knox.
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SPORTSMAN'S TRADING POST
WANTED

Would like old Grandfather’s
clock for my den. Will pay
reasonable price. Write or call,
Ken MacDonald, 111 Beacon
Hill Ave., Lynn, Mass. 01902.
Tel 1-617-592-0728.
SPRING BEAR HUNTING

Now booking 1979 season over
bait May - Oct. guaranteed
results. Rifle or bow. Leroy
Lane, RFD 2, Fairfield, Me.
04937. Tel. 207-465-3039.
BRITANY SPANIEL PUPS

AKC Reg. Britany Spaniel pups.
12 weeks old Feb. 4th. Field
bloodline. Dam Hall’s Lady
Princess. Sire Brandy Brittano.
Barney Marquis, Wilton, Me.
04294. 645-2122.
FOR SALE
THIS IS FANTASTIC SNOW
MOBILE,
ICE
FISHING,
CROSS COUNTRY SKIING,
SKIING, AND SNOWSHOEING
COUNTRY!
CAMPS FOR WINTER OR
SUMMER USE

Carroll-Insulated cabin situated
on a hill overlooking Mr. Katahdin. Priced to sell at $7800.

Lee-Excellent camp on perch
and pickerel lake. Sandy beach
with a private location. Only
$10,000.
Lincoln-10 acre wooded lot with
path leading to cabin, 395 feet
on year round road.
Reed Plantation-Located within
walking distance of the Mattawamkeag River, two bedroom
cabin on high knoll, 3 acres.
Accessable year round. $6700.
East Grand Lake-Best fishing
spot in Maine, we have two
unbelievable camps located in
Greenland Cove. Make owner
on offer.
y

LAND

Lee-111 acres located on side of
a hill, mixed wood.
Carroll-Approximately 24 acres,
about 10 acres of grown up
fields, the rest wooded. 1237 feet
on Rt. 6 and 879 on seasonal
road. A good buy for $6,000.
Also in Carroll a 4.7 acre par
cel, 496 feet on year round road,
could be subdivided. Only
$2,500.
Chester-11 plus acres, on trout
stream with 470 feet on year

round road and 400 feet on
stream.
Deering Lake-One acre lot with
road frontage and shore front
age.
Lee-16.1 acres, 284 feet road
frontage, heavily wooded with
cedar. Asking $4,400.
Lincoln-14.1 acres, hardwood
ridge, deeded beach rights to
salmon and togue lake. Only
$4,500.
Lincoln-5 acre lot on Penobscot
River, unique!
Lincoln-46 acre lot, heavily
wooded with cedar. $7,500.
Lee-10 acres plus, spring, brook,
privy, shed, year round gravel
road.
BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

Sawmill Site-Approximately 50
acres on Route 2 in Winn,
Industrial power, rail siding.
$40,000.
Duplex Apartment House-newly
renovated, close to town.
$15,500.
Lincoln-Industrial site with
power, 4 acres, two buildings.
$35,000.
LAKE STREET REAL ES
TATE 5 Lake Street Box 66,
Lincoln, ME 04457.

Office Phone 1-207-794-2460.
Brokers: Carleton W. Aylward
1-207-794-2460. Pamela P. Hamil
ton Home 1-207-738-4741. Sharon
M. Aiken Home 1-207-794-3370.
Salespersons: Laurie T. Parise Home 1-207-738-4151. Margaret
Rivard - Home 1-207-794-8870.
LOG FURNITURE FOR SALE

Hand crafted cedar furniture.
Ideal for log home, cabin or
camp. Free catalog. Northern
Furniture Designs, Inc. 377
Cumberland Ave. Portland,
Maine 04102.
ICE AUGER’S SHARPENED

Cup $3.75. Power $4.25. Send
cup P.P. add $1.00. Live bait.
Ice fishing gear. Fly tying
materials. Mr. Sport Inc. Rt. 9,
Eddington, Me. Mail - RFD #1,
E. Holden 04429.
RABBIT HOUND WANTED

Beagle-Hound X or full blooded
hound. Must be long legged and
running. Jeff Enman, Goffstown, N.H. 03045. Tel. 603-4973309.
FOR SALE

AKC registered male Beagle, 15
inch, 2% yrs. old, $100. Call

Wendell Birch, North Berwick,
Me. 676-5539 after 5:00 p.m.
STREAMER FLIES

We all know the great State of
Maine is famous for its original
streamer flies. I have had good
results with the Black Ghost,
Grey Ghost, etc. However a
couple of years ago I was
introduced to the (incredible)
Silver Minnow. This streamer
came from Detroit, Mich. In my
experience in the Rangely
region, Kennebago and Pierce
Pond (and Conn, too) the Silver
Minnow outfishes all of them.
I’ve never seen it in sport shops
and until now I used to give
them away. However you can
order them by mail. Casting
streamers are $.75 and trolling
streamers are $1.50 weighted.
Order yours before ice out. Ed
Lull, Maple Road, Portland, Ct.
06480.
FLY TYING

Largest display of fly tying
materials in the Northeast. Now
Orvis joins our list of high
quality fly tackle and accesso
ries. Bob Leeman’s Trout Shop,
(Tamarak Motel) 807 Wilson
St., Brewer, Me. 04412. Free
catalog.

What Are Maine’s Trespass Laws?
NO TRESPASSING! NO
HUNTING! NO FISHING!
HUNTING BY PERMISSION
ONLY! POSTED KEEP OUT!
These are the signs of the
times. What can we do about
them? Are they legal? How can
the campowners protect their
property?
I hope this column will ad
dress questions surrounding the
posting situation that exists in
this area and most likely all
over the state.
The lawbook reads: Maine
Criminal Code 402 Criminal
Trespass
1. A person is guilty of crim
inal trespass if, knowing that he
is not licensed or privileged to
do so.
A. He enters in any secured
premises;
B. He remains in any place in
defiance of a lawful order to
leave which was personally
communicated to him by the
owner or other authorized per
son: or
C. He enters in any place in
defiance of a lawful order not to
enter which was personally
communicated to him by the
owner or other authorized per
son.
2. As used in this section,
“secured premises” means any
dwelling place, any structure
that is locked or barred, or any
place from which persons may
lawfully be excluded and which
is posted in a manner pre
scribed by law or in a manner
reasonably likely to come to the
attention of intruders, or which
is fenced or otherwise enclosed
in a manner designed to ex
clude intruders.
3. Criminal trespass is a Class
D crime if the violation of this

section was by entering a dwell
ing place, as defined in Section
2.
All other criminal trespass is
a Class E crime.
COMMENT-1975
Chapter 127 of Title 17 con
tains 10 separate sections deal
ing with trespass. Nine of these
define criminal offenses while
the tenth (Section* 3857) pro
vides for a four-year statute of
limitations.
The offenses defined by chap
ter 127 differ from each other
mainly in their descriptions of
the types of property which are
protected. Section 3851, for ex
ample, relates to state prop
erty; Section 3853 extends to
commercial or residential prop
erty; wildlife preserves are the
subject of Section 3859. Section
3856, on the other hand, appears
designed to prevent theft of real
property (earth, sand, stone) or
of things growing on real estate
(grass, corn, fruit, hay or other
vegetables). Also differing from
the others is Section 3858 which
proscribes interfering with a
nest or colony of wild bees.
This section is designed to
provide general coverage for all
criminal trespass. Three separ
ate sorts of conduct are for
bidden.
Subsection 1, Paragraph A
deals with entries to places
which the owner has taken
some trouble to keep free from
intruders by bringing it within
the definition of secured prem
ises provided in subsection
2. It is not an offense merely
to make an unauthorized entry
into a place which does not
meet the requirements of that
definition. Sub-section 1, Para
graph B is not restricted to

secured premises, but creates
an offense when the intruder
refuses to comply with a lawful
request to leave.
Now I didn’t mean to take
you all around the barn in
trying to explain my feelings
toward this law, but that is how
it reads. Confused? Well, so am
I. I believe there are points of
this law that need to be better
defined. For example, what is
secured? The law says any
dwelling place or structure that
is locked or barred or posted in
a manner likely to come to the
attention of intruders, or which
is fenced or enclosed to exclude
intruders.
To me that is pretty sketchy.
It seems that there are loop
holes so big anyone could get
through them.
What is personally communi
cated? Does this mean that if a
person is on your property and
you do not personally tell him
to leave, he can stay? Unfortu
nately, the answer is yes. Now
if that sounds like a contradic
tion, back up and read Subsec
tion 2. At this point I’m not
talking about a person in your
structure or dwelling, but just
on your property. The law reads
“Posted in a manner prescribed
by law.” What are the laws on
posting? So far, I can’t find
any. I have a state representa
tive looking into this for me, but
he hasn’t come up with any
thing as yet. My local police
department hasn’t found any
thing either. It seems as if
when the new criminal code
went into effect in 1977 posting
procedures were excluded. So,
for now if a person is on your
property and you don’t person
ally ask him to leave, he can

York County Report

Wayne C. Hooper
50 State St.,
Eliot 03903

stay as long as he wants. What
a can of worms. Just think of
the legal ramifications. How
about your insurance if a per
son gets hurt while on your
property whether he was invited
or not. Does this mean that
anyone could use your boat
while you are not around? Now,
until I hear differently, I will
assume that all lands posted in
the state of Maine are illegal.
To me the simple way of
explaining trespass should be
similar to this: “any dwelling,
structure, personal property or
land entered into or on without
permission or authority to do so
is to be considered criminal
trespass.
Then do away with all signs
except “Hunting, Fishing or
Trespassing BY PERMISSION
ONLY.” This would allow the
homeowners and landowners
the opportunity to know at all
times who is on their property
and to make the decision as to
who uses their facilities.

I would like to thank Police
Chief Carl Vittum and officer
Ron Legere of the Eliot Police
department for their co-opera
tion in this matter.
I should be able to have a
follow-up on this article by next
month if Representative Orland

McPherson can find some an
swers for me.

The Berwick Sportsmen’s
Association reports that Mike
Webber and his wife ran an
excellent deer pool this year
and they would like to thank
them for a fine job.
The winners are as follows:
Leonard Robbins won the rifle
(30-06) with the largest buck, an
8 pointer that weighed 202%
pounds. Second prize of $75
went to Frank Lapierre with the
largest doe weighing 130
pounds. For the smallest deer,
competition was heavy, but
John Lapierre’s luck held and
he took the $25 with a 37pounder.

GET THE JUMP ON
SPRING CLEAN-UP
...DON'T LITTER
IN THE WINTER !

KEEP
MAINE
SCENIC
Stat* Park t Recreation Commission
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SPORTSMAN'S TRADING POST
SHOTGUNS WANTED

Parker Bros, shotguns wanted,
all gauges. Also other makes
purchased, catalogs before 1940.
William Drexler, Dingmans
Ferry, Penna. 18328.
STREAMER FLIES

16 different patterns. $1.25 tan
dem, $.90 single retail. Whole
sale in large amounts. Call for
price. Mel’s Flies 37 Pine St.,
Mechanic Falls, Me. 04256. Tel.
345-9058.
TROLLING FLIES

We have lots of Trolling Flies in
any number of patterns for your
fishing pleasure. Joe’s smelts
ea. Tandem at $1.50, Single
Hook at $1.25 and Weighted at
$1.75. All Trolling Flies at $1.75
each. Please include sales tax
and 50£ postage. Joe’s Tackle
Shop, Rt. 1, Box 156, Danforth,
Me. 04424. Tel. 448-2909.
RETRIEVERS

Coldshores Kennels, specializing
in field trial labrador and gold
en retrievers, puppies and stud
service by high point derby
labrador and Canadian National
qualified golden. Belgrade
495-2000.
WILDLIFE-SPORTING PRINT
CATALOGS

Roger Tory Peterson, Reece,
Harm, Signer. Send $2.00 Wild
life Gallery 272 Bedford St.,
Stamford, Conn. 06901.
CAMP WANTED

Cash paid for fair priced camp
or land on Moosehead Lake
with alot of privacy. Write or
call Chet Tomasek, 19 Lamphere Road., Waterford, Ct.
203-443-7565.
HANDMADE SNOWSHOES

Adults $45 - Children $25. Also
Canadian Snowshoe Mukluks
and
moccasins.
Repairs,
bindings and rentals. Tel:
1-603-447-5287. Kancamagus
Snowshoe Center, Conway, N.H.
03818.
AKC BASSET HOUNDS

Fine hunting stock. Fd. Ch.
Geezer at stud puppies. Dick
Drysdale. 465-7801.
SNOWMOBILE TRIPS

Hundreds of miles of unplowed
Woods Roads & Rivers. CampMeals. Dave Lutes - Allagash,
Me. 04774. 207-398-3275.
DUCK HUNTING STAMPS

WOW! Send out of date Duck
Stamps for cash. Wildlife Gal
lery 272 Bedford St. Stamford,
Conn. 06901.

COZY COVE CABINS
WINTER WONDERLAND

Nice warm hskpg. cabins on
Bigwood Lake which command
a fantastic view of the moun
tains. Jackman has the finest
groomed trail system in the
East plus hundreds of miles of
unplowed logging roads. AC
CESS TO ALL MAJOR TRAILS
AND TOWN FACILITIES BY
MACHINE
FROM
YOUR
CABIN DOOR! Available: Ca
ble T.V., ice fishing, ice house
rental, crosscountry skiing,
snowshoeing,
snowmobiling,
rabbit hunting now thru March.
Special weekday and group
rates. JACK AND KATHY
HEGARTY COZY COVE CAB
INS, JACKMAN, MAINE 04945.
UKC BLACK AND TAN

Stud Service - “Smokey” is a
top hound in all departments
from cage to pressure treeing.
465-7801.
HANDMADE KNIVES

Handmade hunting and camp
ing knives. Beautifully crafted
of high carbon tool steel with
handrubbed walnut or cherry
handles. Send $1 for illustrated
catalog. Bohrmann Knives, 29
Portland Street, Yarmouth,
Maine 04096. 207-846-3385.
FOR SALE

Insulated cottage in Maine,
furnished, complete bath, dock,
5 rooms, new porch. John F.
Devine, 3 Sharren Lane,
Enfield, Conn. 203-745-2694.
NOTICE

Millinocket Lake Flying Ser
vice, Inc. will be operating on
skis out of the Millinocket Muni
cipal Airport this winter. Day
ice fishing trips to Eagle Lake
on the Allagash. For reserva
tions contact Scott Cianchette
207-723-9215 (residence) or 207723-6649 (airport).
GERMAN SHORTHAIR PUPS

Male - have had shots - AKC
- excellent hunting stock.
Whelped 9/17/78. Tails need to
be docked. Phone 207-2884096.
Bar Harbor, Maine.

ATTENTION BRITT BUFFS

Central Maine Brittany Club is
now accepting applications for
new members. For information
and application contact Dwight
Jordan, Secretary, CMBC, Box
336, North Windham, Maine
04062. Tel: 8924979.

AUTOMOBILES WANTED

FOR SALE

AKC Lab. Retriever black
female 10 months old. From
personal hunting stock. $100 or
trade for guns. 207-836-3263.

AT STUD

BAMBOO FLY RODS

Interested in buying, swapping,
or trading quality bamboo fly
rods, old or new contact:
Arthur Taylor, Lee, Maine
04455. Tel. 738-2450.

BEAGLE PUPS FOR SALE

FOR SALE

AKC registered. Excellent hunt
ers. Whelped 10/23/78. Parents
on premises. Shots and wormed.
Rangeley. Call 864-3849.
BEAR HUNTERS

Now booking for 1979 season.
Baited areas. Write John G.
York, Howland, Maine, Box 178,
04448.
SPORTING CAMPS FOR SALE

Lodge and 10 cottages on 11
acres with 950 ft. frontage on
Eagle Lake. For details call:
207-562-7268. ’
BEAR HUNTERS

Hunt Bear in the Rugged West
ern Mountains of Maine over
live baits June 15 to August 15.
Private individual cabins with
main dining room. Private
access. American Plan. Rea
sonable rates. Write Bosebuck
Camps, Wilsons Mills, Maine
04293. 207-243-2945.
DEER HUNTERS

Hunt the Western Mountains of
Maine, Private individual
cabins with main dining room.
Private access. American Plan.
Write
Bosebuck
Camps,
Wilson’s Mills, Maine 04293. 207243-2945.
LAND FOR SALE

25 to 95 acre parcels of land.
N.H., Maine, and Nova Scotia.
Financing. A. Rossup, Lafayette
Road, Hampton Falls, N.H.
03844.
WINTER SPORTSPERSONS

Accommodations for snowmobilers, cross country skiers, ice
fishing enthusiasts, etc. Meals
served in our 14 bedroom lodge;
bar and sporting atmosphere.
Special group rates. Convenient
location with superb facilities.
Why not the best? The Five
Seasons Readfield, Maine 04355.
Tel: 207-685-3345.

Two, 9’ bamboo “Brookside Fly
Rods”. Genuine Tonkin Cane,
by Abbey & Imbrie of New
York. Best offer. Call 603-8935462.

Colt Python .357 w/4” bbl.,
holster. Year old. Less than a
box of shells thru it. Like new.
$285. Phil Foster, Farmington
778-3636.
CAMPS FOR SALE

Holeb 20 miles west of Jack
man. 3 backwoods camps for
sale. Complete housekeeping.
Information John Baillargeon,
Jackman, Maine 04945. Tel.
668-7683.

SPORTSMEN

FOR SALE

Booking now for Spring bear
hunts over baited stands. Also
Spring fishing trips for trout
and salmon. Book now for week
of your choice. Write: David
Mangin Reg. Guide, Old Lewis
ton Road, Winthrop, Maine
04364.

12 Ga. Shotgun Barrel. 1100
Remington. Ventilated Rib and
Poly choke. With Carrying Case.
$125.00. A. R. Stone, Box 176
Locke Mills, Maine 04255. 207875-3682.

WANTED

Old copies of Maine Fish &
Game, 1971 and back. State
price. Arnold Rey, 116 High
land, Denville, N.J. 07834.
BRITTANY PUPS

Dual Ch. Rufus Rastus Johnson
Brown X Ch. Noel’s Sassy
Gringo Lady. Sassy a Paucek
Bird dog. $150. 617-263^689.
FOR SALE

8% ft. Custom made HMG Fen
wick graphite light salmon rod,
with Scientific Anglers System
10 reel, 150 yds. backing and
WF-9-F Sci. Ang. line. Used
only 6 days...Complete $200.
7 ft. HMG factory built (Fen
wick) graphite rod. Weighs
2-3/8 oz. for #4 or #5 line. Used
only twice. Excellent buy at $90.

UKC BLUETICK STUD

Smoke River Blue Max - Direct
son of Warren Haslover’s S.R.
Blue Diamond Jim. Gordon
Drysdale Fairfield, Me.
WANTED RAW FURS

Will pay highest market price
available. C & D Furs, 50 No
Name Pond Road, Sabattus,
Me. Tel: 3754296.
FOR SALE

14 ft cedar on oak classic style
sneak boat, mint condition.
Refastened with brass, re
caulked, oiled and new paint.
$250. 236-8859 (Camden).
BEAR TRAPS WANTED

Bear traps, beaver traps and
any used traps. I will pay a fair
price. Write- Randall’s Fur Co.
“Bill Randall”, RFD 2,
Winthrop, Maine 04364 or call
623-9955 or 395-4622.

Subscribe to the

Maine Sportsman

>

NAME
Address
----------------------------------------------- Zip ------------------------------------Enclosed find □ $5 for one year
Enclosed find □ $8 for two years
Send to; Maine Sportsman, Box 507, Yarmouth, Maine 04096

AT STUD

Fd. Ch. McCrillis Corner Radar,
Sire: Fd. Ch. Landry’s Trainor,
Dam, Fd. Ch. Round Pond
Dotty. Ross Cline, Corinna, Me.
1-207-379-3456 after 6 p.m.

Unrestored — Pre-WWII pre
ferred — any condition. We
honor Finder’s fees. Please
mail particulars, phone num
ber, and price to M. Jay Weglarz PO Box 36, Brimfield,
Mass. 01550. Tel 1-413-245-3244.

Seargent of Riverside, yellow
Lab. 1978 high-point derby dog,
Maine Retriever Trial Club,
with over 20 qualifying points in
1978 as well. Of a hip x-rays
“good”. Strong yellow genes.
Contact Steve Levine, 207-8732401 or Dave Mosher, Sugarfoot
Kennel 207-948-2582 for particu
lars on this fine young dog.

WANTED

12’ car top aluminum boat.
Prefer a Sea Nympth. W. E.
Emery Tel: 628-3162. R#l, N.
Anson, Maine 04958. Res: East
New Portland.

FOR SALE

Walker pups. 8 weeks old mid
dle of Feb. Good hunting stock.
Dave Mangin. Old Lewiston
Road, Winthrop, Maine 377-8269.

Advertise FREE or at Low Cost
You can tell 40,000 Maine and out-of-state
sportsmen what you have to buy, sell or trade.
The Maine Sportsman Trading Post has brought
results to hundreds of satisfied readers.
We offer free classifieds of not more than 20
words to subscribers on a one-time basis. This
offer does not extend to full or part time
businesses.
For non-subscribers and businesses the
minimum rate is $3.50 for 20 words or less. For
over 20 words, add 15 cents per word. Payment
must be made with your order.
The Maine Sportsman also offers low-cost
display advertising. For more information on the
Sportsmans Trading Post or other advertising
rates, call or write: The Maine Sportsman, Box
507, Yarmouth, Maine 04096. Telephone
846-9501

Place my ad in the Sportsman’s Trading Post as Follows: [Print or type]
Buy ad for 12 months, get one month free! Deadline 15th of month.

IRVING’S ANECDOPES

Irving’s Fly Dope has a give-a
way,
With a picture of the moose;
And ‘anecdopes’ for a rainy
day,
To shake the giggles loose.
Irving’s Fly Dope, Corinna,
Maine 04928.

Mail to Maine Sportsman, Box 507, Yarmouth, Maine 04096
[Make checks or money orders payable to The Maine Sportsman]
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How To Tell Quality Furs
American wild furs are in
demand throughout the world
and it is indeed fashionable to
be seen with a fur coat, cape or
a jacket. The so-called “fake”
or imitation furs are used, but
even though the average woman
hasn’t had any training on furs
she would be able to spot the
difference. The thing she
wouldn't be able to tell is the
quality and primeness of the fur
when it was taken, as a matter
of fact, there are a good many
trappers who lack this know
ledge. The average trapper
never handles enough fur to
qualify him as an expert in this
field. It takes the trained eye of
a veteran fur buyer to be able
to tell at a glance what type of
fur you have and the true qual
ity of the pelt.
The term “fur bearing ani
mal” means Exactly what it
says. Nature is kind and
thoughtful in regard to her ani
mals, as the days shorten, the
unique process of growing a
new coat for the cold fall and
winter starts. Yes, it starts
while we still have warm days
and nights in early September.
Gradually as the days shorten
and cold weather starts setting
in, the process of several
months changes a totally un
prime skin into the glorious
shining beauty of a dark, silky
late November mink, a fully
bushed out late November red
fox or a choice dark, silky
colored small female whose tail
is fully bushed with rich, dark
fur hairs. Fatty animals like
raccoon and skunk prime up
quicker than other species.

Many people believe that a
fur bearing animal’s coat is
valuable at any time of the
year. This is not true. An old
adage used years ago in the fur
trade, that every month with an
“R” in it makes the fur bearing
animal desirable to take. Like
most rules I believe we have
exceptions. I think that Septem
ber is a little early for any
animals in Maine to have any
degree of primeness. The pelts
on the animals are mostly hair
and not fur. The leather side is
completely black and pelts
taken during September are
not wanted by the fur trade.
The little bit of money they
would bring could hardly justify
killing the animal. On the other
end of the season I think April
is a little late in most cases.

In Maine we have three fur
bearers that would be prime at
that time of year. The muskrat
is totally prime and is a very
desirable pelt on the fur mar
ket. The beaver is still prime
but has lost the quality of a mid
winter pelt. The black bear has
a very desirable coat at this
time of the year. In fact the
black bear’s coat is longer
and shinier than it was in No
vember. Maine protects the
black bear during this time and
as the female has her cubs it is
indeed a good law. Most ani
mals are protected at that time
of year and unlike the black
bear which has already given
birth, most females have been
bred and are carrying their

young. Anyone would have to be
a complete fool to catch an
animal that was about to bear
her young, regardless of the
season. Maine laws protect the
animals, just in case we did
have some people with total
disregard.
The fur trade recognizes three
distinct classes of raw furs.
PRIME PELTS - Clear white,
slightly bluish or a smokey grey
color. The fur has a glossy
appearance and is completely
covered with outer guard hairs,
with a thick deep underfur. The
leather also has an elastic feel
when pulled upon, it’s full of
life.
UNPRIME PELTS - There
are two kinds of unprime pelts,
early caught and late caught.
Early Caught - Often has
good colored fur but the fur
hasn’t matured yet. Has black
appearance on leather, often re
ferred to as flat or low grade.
Late Caught - Has rubbed
appearance. Hard and dry look,
most likely has lost its color
and has a faded look. Other
pelts called springy and badly
singed.
DAMAGED PELTS - These
are pelts that are incomplete or
not usable unless repair is
made by an expert furrier,
which is very costly today. Un
prime pelts are a form of dam
age that can be prevented by
the trapper. The trappef should
never trap fur until it’s prime.
Raw furs are graded and the
appearance of the fur and the
leather side determines the
grade that it will fall into.
There are four grades used, 1,
2, 3, 4.
No. 1 The pelt is usually fully
furred and the flesh side is
white and when fully prime has
a film of fleshy red covering it.
It also is clean of fat.
No. 2 Has the quality, is usu
ally fully furried, but often still
carries a hairy look and the
flesh or leather side still carries
a blueish appearance.
No. 3 Contains about half the
growth of under fur and the
whole pelt has a hairy appear
ance. The leather side is black.
No. 4 This pelt possesses very
little fur, it’s nearly all hair and
very short at that. The leather
side is extremely black, this
animal should never have been
taken as it actually decreases
the value of other pelts when
placed on the market. Raccoon
hunters often end up with some
of these during the crop dam
age period.
All prime skins do not go into
the No. 1 grade. A fur can be
white on the leather side, but
still have poor fur quality and
therefore has to be dropped a
grade. This does not mean it
was harvested out of season.
Even at the peak harvesting
time some animals just never
will be a No. 1 pelt.

I am listing some forms of
damage in skins, the less of
these in your collection the
better.
1. Low - Not fully developed
under fur and guard hair. Usu
ally an early taken pelt.
2. Flat - Guard hair lying flat
owing to lack of under-fur,

found mostly in early unprime
pelts.
3. Immature - Skin taken to
early showing less than usual
growth of guard hair and under
fur, generally show weak guard
hair, short in development.
4. Tainted - This is the slip
ping of underfur and guard hair
and is one of the worst forms of
pelt damage. Wet fur put on fur
forms will cause this. Also
heavy deposits of fat and
grease. Not removing the tail
bone will also create a slippage
of fur. Leaving the animal un
handled too long will also create
taint and fur slipping.
5. Speared or clipped. When
guard hair or underfur is miss
ing, owing to knife cuts or
where the fur is eaten by mice
before the animal is removed
from the trap.
6. Loose - Top hair coming
out owing to exposed roots in
early caught skins or from
scraping too deeply during the
fleshing of the pelt.
7. Scored - Path of bullet,
spear, hook, knife through fur
leaving a long bald, blood
stained mark.
8. Badly shot - Peppered by
shotgun or large rifle. Bad bites
are often listed in this class.
9. Bitten-Usually found in bea
ver and muskrats and generally
caused by late trapping in the
spring. It’s generally attributed
to food deficiencies and over
population. Mink sometimes fall
into this class by the black
spots on the pelt.
10. Burnt - Pelt cracking
owing to fast drying beside fire,
in hot sun or wind, also caused
by grease left on pelt.
11. Badly Sewn - Where ac
cidental leg holes and cuts
are poorly sewn or where bad
damage has caused much
sewing.
12. Snared - Fur rubbed off
pelt by snare wire.

Maine
Traplines
By Oscar Cronk Jr.
13. Rough - Heavy rubbed
skins, late caught.
14. Rubbed - Guard hair
rubbed off, open and weak, late
caught.
15. Complete - Fully covered
with guard hairs, usually found
in early unprime pelts.
16. Coarse - Pelt hard to the
touch, late caught.
17. Overgrown or Springy Usually found in late caught
skins when the underfur begins
to fall out or has already fallen
out.
18. Overstretched - Stretching
the pelt beyond normal size,
thins leather and gives flat,
weak appearance.
19. Understretched - Stretch
ing the pelt smaller than the
normal size causes wrinkles and
sloppy appearance.
20. Singed - Guard hair bent
or hooked, most common in
mink and otter when the pelt is
effected by the warm weather
and bright sunlight. Sometimes
also caused by excessive finger

ing or handling of pelt. Also
extreme heat can cause this.
The quality of fur is created
by several factors. Heredity is a
determining factor in the size
and fur quality. The food supply
plays an important role in pro
ducing healthy offspring. Differ
ent parts of the United States
and Canada have fur quality
that exceeds even Maine in
quality.
Maine has a good red fox but
the Dakotas produce a better
one, also several of the Cana
dian Provinces.
It’s hard to beat the quality of
Maine beaver. It’s too bad they
weren’t worth more money at
this time.

All in all Maine still produces
some of the best quality fur in
America, so why not wait until
it’s prime and then make the
annual harvest. If properly
handled it will bring you top
price with any reliable fur deal
er.

OLD MILL CAMPGROUND
on Moosehead Lake
Open All Year—RV and Tent Sites
Housekeeping Cabins-Store-Gas-Boats
Docking, Boat Storage
“We welcome hunters, ice fishermen,
snowmobilers and skiers

On Route 15 — 2 Miles South of Rockwood
P.O. Box 198, Rockwood, Maine
Phone 207-534-7333

SHOW THE WORLD
You are a Real

MAINE SPORTSMAN
High-quality T-Shirts for all the sportsmen
in your family. You pick the size and
colors you want.

MAINE SPORTSMAN

Choose from these T-Shirt Colors: White, Yellow, Orange, Gold, Brown, Mint, Kelly, Light
Blue, Royal Blue, Navy, Red, Grey, Black. Brown, Orange and Kelly not available in
sizes 2 to 4.
Sizes Available: YOUTH—small (2-4) medium (6-8) Large (10-12) X-Large (14-16)
ADULT—small (34-36) medium (38-40) Large (42-44) X-Large (46-48)
Please send me____Maine Sportsman T-Shirts at $5.00 each
List sizes and colors here
_____________________________
Color

Size

Quantity
Maine residents add 25t sales

tax for each shirt.
Name _
Address

Zip

(Allow two weeks for delivery)

_
_
—

Mail to:
MAINE SPORTSMAN
Box 365
Augusta, Maine 04330

